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September 2026
Minister’s Message Join Us for a Special
Opening Day Welcome Sunday Potluck Picnic!

Sunday, September 20

Greetings, First
Parish!

Let’s celebrate being together at a Welcome Sunday Potluck
Picnic. Please join us directly after the service on Sunday,
September 20, for our celebratory Welcome Potluck Picnic.

What a joy it is to
finally, truly, be
your minister.
This year’s gathering is extra special as we officially welcome
| spent my first two our wonderful new minister, Rev. Lauren Smith! Whether you
weeks nesting — are a brand-new face, a returning seeker, or a long-time
unpacking books, meeting some of you, member, your presence makes our community complete.
beginning to learn your stories and
the ministries of the church, clearing
the office of random detritus. The
recycling bin now holds a stack of
sermons given by various ministers
of the Winchester Unitarian Society
and a detailed diagram from an Our
Whole Lives class. It has been a little
like an archaeological dig,
unearthing pieces of the
congregation's culture and history.

We will provide
sandwiches, but we
could use your help
with main and side
dishes and set up.
Please come and
bring something to
share — salads
(green, pasta, bean,
chicken, etc.), dessert
(cookies, squares, fruit
platter, etc.).

20
As | cleared space and set my plants
on the shelves, | thought of you and
the ministry we will create together. It PLEASE BRING A DISH TO SHARE OR HELP SET UP
is exciting to be here at this moment TO SIGN UP CLICK HERE
of not knowing, certain of the many QUESTIONS? CLICK ON
gifts you and the staff and | have to -
offer and wide open to the many
ways our gifts might come together.

FIRST PARISH COURTYARD
AFTER SUNDAY SERVICE

Click Here to sign up
or contact Lynne
Lipcon and let us
know what you would
like to bring or how
you can help. Do plan

. O join our celebration.
S I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREERNI]

This time reminds me of the SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN]
incredible road trips | took inmy TS

twenties and thirties — cross-country 0 3
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continued on p. 4



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4AA5AD2BA4F94-65223231-welcome#/
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We are a Unitarian Universalist
congregation that affirms human
dignity, community action, freedom of
religious thought, and the power of
love. We welcome everyone!

Our Mission

To Build Community
by forging caring connections and
supporting one another through the joys,
sorrows, and mysteries of life.

To Search for Meaning
by creating opportunities for all ages to
explore values and principles that orient
and guide us through life.

To Deepen Our Spirituality
by gathering to share words and music,
by nurturing private moments of reflection,
and by cultivating reverence.

To Make a Better World
by engaging in compassionate service
and promoting social justice.

Let’'s Connect!

¢ Join us for Sunday services and other
events in person, or when available, via
Zoom. Zoom links are in the weekly
eblast.

¢ Sign up for news: Visit our website to
see what’s new and sign up for our
newsletter and eblast.

¢ Find us on Facebook and Instagram:
Contact the office to join our private
Facebook group.

¢ Join our email listserv: Looking for a
plumber? Wondering where to find a
great bagel? Our congregation is a
friendly and useful resource for all sorts
of things. Contact the office to sign up.
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October Unitarian Deadline:
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Please Note that we do not list parishioners’ personal email
addresses in the Unitarian. If you need contact information, contact
the office at 508-358-6133 or office @uuwayland.org to access the
member directory.
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Sundays and Worship

A Month of Sundays Sharing Our Offering

The morning worship service begins at 10 a.m. Twice each month we share half

September 13 our collection plate.

Water Sunday
Rev. Lauren Smith
“This House of Mercy” September 13 and 27
No SEEK Class UUA Disaster Relief Fund
September 20 The Disaster Relief Fund is a mutual aid pro-
Welcome Picnic Sunday gram of the UUA that allows congregations to
Rev. Lauren Smith support each other when disasters strike.
“At One” Funds given by contributing congregations
SEEK Class are granted to sibling congregations in cases
of fires, floods, and other disasters. Recipient
September 27 congregations use the grants they receive to
Rev. Lauren Smith offer support in their communities, help their
“Good Trouble” own members and/or repair structural dam-
SEEK Class age on their buildings and grounds.

Fall Worship Theme: Repair

For more on worship themes, please see p. 4.

September’s Lay Minister: Debbie Levens
Lay Ministers assist the minister and support the community. Contact the Lay Minister if you need a ride, a
meal, a friendly, confidential visit, or a chat. Contact the office if you'd like to reach the Lay Minister or need
the password to the Parish Directory. The link to the Directory is available on our website members’ page.
Since The Unitarian is posted on our website, we don’t publish parishioner contact information in it.

& &
N‘Q!:‘: Donate Sunday Flowers «3}"
We begin again. We would appremate anyone who would like to donate fluwers for display in the
Sanctuary. This is a lovely way to contribute to First Parish life and the beauty of a Sunday service. You
can honor or remember someone you care about by including a dedication in the order of service. You
can bring flowers yourself, or ask the Flower Committee for help. Arrangements or plants can be small,
large, or in between. Flowers from your garden also work. All are welcome and all are beautiful.

To sign up, find the sign-up sheet on the table in the Vestry or sign up online. If you have questions, just
ask Suzanne Woodruff.
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Minister's Message

Rev. Lauren, continued from p. 1

jaunts that took me up through the Cascades in Oregon,
through canyon lands in Nevada and Utah, to the glaciers
of Montana and beyond. Those trips were jubilant
adventures into the unknown.

Song of the Open Road

Afoot and light-hearted | take to
the open road,

Healthy, free, the world before me,
The long brown path before me
leading wherever | choose.

Every once in a while, | would chance upon a freshly
paved stretch of road onto which the lines had not yet
been drawn. This is one of my favorite small delights. |
love the free feeling of a smooth black highway stretched
before me, alongside the confidence that everyone
basically remembers the rules and we will all get out of the
experience alive. ~ Walt Whitman
This beginning feels similar. You know a lot about how to do and
be church, about how to care for one another and the world. | know
many things about ministry. We can trust what we know, even as we begin

afresh. Our experience will hold us and give us the confidence to explore and discover something
new together.

May Whitman's blessings be with us as we set out. Like the poet, let us take to the road ahead light-
hearted, full of faith in each other and the gifts we offer.

It is a privilege to be on this journey with you.
See you in church!

Much love, Lauren

About Water Sunday, Sept. 13 A Note on Worship Themes

Water Ingathering is a beloved tradition in
many Unitarian Universalist congregations.
All are invited to bring water from a special
place as we begin the new church year.
The tap in your home is just fine!

The water we collect reflects the blessings
of the gathered community and is used for
a host of sacred purposes, including the
dedication of children.

September 2026
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In the coming year, First Parish will shift to seasonal
(rather than monthly) themes. This will give us space to
go deeper with each topic, but will
also support a light touch in any
given week.

First up, for fall: Repair. The winter
and spring themes will be Pluralism
and Curiosity.

Image description: A ceramic bowl mended through the
Japanese art of kintsugi, a practice of repair utilizing a
special lacquer blended with a precious metal.
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Beginning Again

How has your summer been so far? | hope it has held some relaxation and time to enjoy outdoor activities
that make the best of warmth and extra-long hours of daylight. For me and the Parish Committee, mid-
August is still a mixture of wrapping up the end of the previous church year and getting ready for the new
rhythm of the fall.

This year all of us are building relationships, and some of us are
learning new roles (and the responsibilities that go with them). Most

exciting, and impactful, will be getting to know our new minister, Qur goal as_ s )
Rev. Lauren Smith, and welcoming her into our church community. Parish Committee this
Rev. Lauren started officially on August 1, and by the time you year, as every year,
read this newsletter she will already have experienced a full will be to support and

month of firlst introductions to our other staff members ,and some enable our UU values,
of the working groups that get us ready for September’s activities. .
Lauren’s genuine warmth and enthusiasm for the beginning of her both as they enrich our
time as our minister are evident, and infectious, and have been a own lives, and as they
pleasure to experience already. can impact others.

While Lauren is discovering how to best bring her ministry to Wayland,

Laurie Bent (our new clerk, succeeding Nan Jahnke) and | (our new Parish

Committee chair, succeeding Lea Anderson) are feeling our way into those leadership roles and how they
support the needs, health, and happiness of the church we love. Laurie and | both have very hard acts to
follow, as most of you know.

Nan is a brilliant organizer, and passes along an information system that is impressively thorough and
accessible. And Lea has set a standard for balancing the variety of needs and interests of our varied
congregation through four enormously change-filled years while being an active organizer and participant
in almost every single aspect of church life. Jada Williams also finished her service on the Parish
Committee at the end of July, and will bring her welcome energy, her professional knowledge of the day-
to-day lives of our youth, and her deep thoughtfulness to her new role on the Lydia Maria Child Fund.
Nan, Lea, and Jada will be dearly missed in Parish Committee deliberations.

We now have two new members joining the Parish Committee — Cynthia Barber and Molly Faulkner. Last
year Cynthia shared with the Parish Committee a fascinating analysis of how membership in a church
begins and develops, with specific ideas about how First Parish can continue to thrive. And Molly brings
her deep connections and commitment to how we can care for our planet. Both of their perspectives will
be impactful additions to the Parish Committee as we determine and carry out our goals for the year.

While we eagerly welcome these new faces, we are also deeply appreciative of the members who will be

continued on p. 9

2026—2027 Parish Committee: Cynthia Barber, Laurie Bent (Clerk), Molly Faulkner, Phil Giudice, Jim
Grumbach, Susie Keyes (Chair), Leah Levine, Clare Lewis (Treasurer), Jan Miner (Vice Chair), and
Laurel Whitehouse
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Happenings

Gather, Sip, and Savor

Friday, September 11, 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
First Parish Front Lawn, at the Picnic Tables

ﬁ WHEN: Friday, September Il - 4:30-6:00 PM
WHERE: Front Lawn - Refinished Picnic Tables
==—= WHAT: Snacks, sips, and good conversation!

Stop by for a casual outdoor gathering with wine, cheese, snacks, and good company. All ages are
welcome—so feel free to bring the kids! Come after work or before your weekend begins. Check out
our newly restored picnic tables and enjoy good conversation and some time together outdoors.

Movers and Shakers: In April
2026, a mighty crew moved our

{ picnic tables from the side yard
to the front lawn.Thanks to (far
left) Jay Woodruff, Steve Rogers,
Ted Barnes, Ty Herstine, and Jim
Van Sciver for the heavy lifting.

Then in July, Steve Rogers,
Lynne Lipcon, and Ted Barnes
(near left) refinished the tops.

Now, it’s our turn to get involved
by using them! Stop by on Sept.
11, or any time!
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Happenings

First Parish at Wayland Festival 2026
Saturday, October 3, 2026 - 10 a.m. -5 p.m.

Wayland’s second annual Festival and Multicultural Marketplace brings the community together for a joyful
celebration of culture, creativity, and community. It's a chance to connect with others, discover new
interests, and learn about the organizations that help make Wayland a vibrant community.

An opportunity for First Parish: The Festival is a great opportunity for First Parish to introduce ourselves to the
wider community and highlight the many events, activities, and opportunities for connection that are open to
everyone.

We're looking for people who see the March With Us in the Wayland Parade!
possibilities! The Festival could be a place to:
e Promote an upcoming First Parish event Grab your walking shoes — First Parish is marching in
* Invite people to an ongoing forum, group, the Wayland Parade on Saturday morning, October 3,
or activity as part of the town's big Wayland Festival and Rev250
e Highlight a social action or cultural celebrations!
program and invite others to get involved
 Offer a simple, hands-on activity that Let's show the community what First Parish in Wayland
gives visitors a taste of what we're about is all about. Bring the family and wave to the crowd on
* Help people discover First Parish as a Andrew Avenue, and help us make this our best
place to connect, learn, explore, showing yet.

contribute, and build community
Let Brad Keyes know if you're interested.

Who might want to be involved? Potential
participants might include organizers of Arts
Wayland events at First Parish, Activism for
Democracy, Native Plants/Pollinators, Our
Whole Lives, MetroWest Climate Solutions,
the Beekeepers, and many others.

You don’t need to represent a committee. If
you have an event, activity, interest, or idea
you'd like more people to know about, this
could be a great opportunity to share it with
the wider community. Want to help?

FirsT PARISH
IN WAYLAND

We’re looking for people who are willing to
think creatively, help develop what First
Parish might offer, and/or spend some time
at the Festival on October 3. We'd love to
hear your ideas — and find volunteers to
help bring them to life! Contact Lynne
Lipcon.
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37 & What if Our Whole Church Is the Curriculum?

| hope everyone has had a wonderful summer. | had a great time off for both vacation time and study
time. During July, | went to a conference for religious education professionals and took a great
workshop. It focused on the curricula we use in our congregations. Here is the mind-blowing part: What
if the church is the curriculum for all of us? What if the place we learn about our Unitarian Universalist
faith isn’'t only in a SEEK classroom or a program, but includes the moment we come in the door and
continues with how we live out our values every

day?

: . Spiritual and Ethical Exploration for Kids
This perspective gave me new eyes to look at how .
| see my work here at First Parish. | have been (SEEK) in September

thinking about looking around our building at First

Parish. What do the things that we choose to put

up on our walls say about our congregation and September 13: Water Sunday, All-ages service. No
what someone might find here? How does anew  SEEK classes. There WILL be nursery care.

child feel coming into one of our SEEK

classrooms? What are ways we can make them September 20: All-ages classroom. To start off our
feel more comfortable and included in our time year together we will take time to look at the things
there? How does it feel to be at Community Time?  that brought us joy over the summer and find ways to
Would you be welcomed? At Community Time do ~ €xpress them.

the children feel connected to more than each
other and welcomed by the adults in the room?
Does our programming help to reach out to new
people? These are just a few of the things | have
been thinking about this summer.

September 27:

Kindergarten to Grade 4: This Sunday we will take
time to look at where we all belong and how we are
connected.

Grade 5 and up: This year we will be creating our
curriculum together. We will start off our year by
looking at some of the things that are broken in our
world. We will talk about things we can do to help
those who are affected by systems that aren’t working
for them.

| am excited to start working with Rev. Lauren, who
comes to us with fresh eyes and fresh ideas. My
hope is that we can all come into this year with
open minds and hearts to work together to further
live into the mission and vision of First Parish.

Kate Holland
Director, Lifespan Religious Exploration

v~  Our Whole Lives (OWL) for Students in Grades 7 - 9

6.9 Important Dates:
Q Parent Orientation September 27 and October 4
>~ Enrollment Deadline: September 13
Classes start Sunday, October 11
For more details, see p. 9, or contact Kate Holland at kholland@uuwayland.org
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Your child is welcome to join us for 7" to 9™ grade OWL classes

o Our Whole Lives (OWL)
falk about Comprehensive fact- and
values-based sexuality (V%
partner wants to have j e.9
sex and I'm not ready? education 0
o)

Accurate information about sexuality changes lives. It dismantles
stereotypes, builds self-esteem, fosters healthy relationships, improves
decision-making, and can save lives. The highly regarded OWL sexuality
education program features interactive workshops tailored to students’
needs, by age group.

Parent orientation September 27 and October 4
Classes start Sunday, October 11
and will meet from 4:00 to 5:30 on Sundays
theoud dve FIRST PARISH
at First Parish in Wayland Contact Kate Holland IN WAYLAND
For more information
kholland@uuwayland.org

All Are Welcome!

Deadline for registration
is September 13

Parish Committee, continued from p. 5

continuing their time on the committee — Phil Giudice, Jim Grumbach, Leah Levine, Jan Miner, Laurel
Whitehouse, and Clare Lewis, who continues her time as our Treasurer. Your response to last spring’s
stewardship campaign fully illuminated our eagerness and hopes of finding ways to project our Unitarian
Universalist values into the world, and our deep-seated belief that living out those values makes a
difference. Our goal as your Parish Committee this year, as every year, will be to support and enable
those values, both as they enrich our own lives, and as they can impact others. Please don'’t hesitate to
share your thoughts and ideas with any of us — we are ready to go!

Susie Keyes, on behalf of the Parish Committee
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FIRST PARISH
IN WAYLAND

UNIT
NIVE

ARIAN
U RSALIST

TBD Domestic Violence
Awareness Vigil

16 Halloween Party

YEAR
AT A
GLANCE

NOVEMBER

1 Undecorate the
Tree

13 Harvest Supper

20 Transgender Day of
Remembrance

13 Water Sunday

20 Welcome Back
Picnic

26 FP Work Day

4 Gingerbread Houses
6 Carol Sing

12 Holiday Fair

13 Music Sunday

21 Solstice Celebration
24 Christmas Eve

27 Joint Service

10 January Jammies
Breakfast

16 FP Work Day

30 Winter Celebration!

28 Stewardship Kickoff

12 Tacos & Tunes

21 Stewardship
Celebration & Brunch

28 Easter/Egg Hunt

TBD Resistance
Concert

11 Music Sunday

17 Earth Day Project

2 New Member Sunday

7 Bingo and Spaghetti

16 FP Annual Meeting

TBD Family Promise
Walk

5 Yard Sale

13 Flower Sunday/
Picnic

September 2026
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Art in the Narthex Coffee and a Chat
Friday, Sept. 25

During September and October, John Thompson’s 8:30 to 10 a.m. in the Sunroom

artwork will be on exhibit in our Narthex, the “front

foyer” of our Meetinghouse. . _
Come join Kate Holland in the Sunroom for some

coffee, tea, or a beverage of your choice and
something sweet. We will have a lively
conversation and enjoy time to reconnect after
the summer.

John is a painter and print- _
maker whose art explores =
the natural world. His work
is in public and private col-
lections, and he has exhib-
ited in galleries and muse-
ums both nationally and in- SFssE=
ternationally. Currently his |
work is showing at the
Bernard and Louise Palitz
Gallery in New York City.

John and his wife Nathalie are long-time First Parish
members.

® usevour §

* FLOWER POWER!

SUPPORT OUR PANTRY GARDEN BY
BUYING A BOUQUET |

During the month of September, $1 is donated to the First
Parish Pantry Garden for every specially marked bouquet of
flowers sold at Wayland’s Stop & Shop.

Our Pantry Gardeners sell garlic and flowers at

Russell’s Farmers Market. Proceeds buy CSA shares
for local shelters.

z STOP&SHOP FIrsT P, \R:il :i WAYLAND
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Regular Events

Minister’'s Lunch

Thursday, September 10,
11:30 a.m.

Join us for the Minis- -
ter's Lunch, held on the &
second Thursday of

each month. Gather in

the Vestry for soup, salad, good com-
pany, and lively conversation. We ap-
preciate RSVPs so we can plan, but
they are not required. Please come!
Email us:
MinistersLunch@uuwayland.org.

The next Minister’s Lunch will be on
Thursday, Oct. 8 at 11:30 a.m. We hope
to see you there!

Monday Meditation

Mondays, 5 p.m. on Zoom
Beginning Sept. 14

Join together on Zoom for an hour to
gather in community to meditate. All are
welcome! Watch the eblast and social
network for details.

September 2026

Men’s Book Club
Thursday, September 3, 8 p.m.

Join us for a discussion of The lllegals:
Russia's Most Audacious Spies and
Their Century-Long Mission to Infiltrate
the West, by Shaun Walker at our next
meeting. All who identify as —
male are welcome.

Questions? Contact Keith
Sims.

Knit One, Laugh Two!

Third Sunday Afternoon
at a Knitter’'s Home

Do you love to knit or want to learn?
Come knit yourself into a new
community. Contact Jean Milburn for
more information.

The Wayland Unitarian Page 12
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Ringing in the New Year!

The Areen Bell Choir is ready to begin another year of
ringing! We rehearse on Saturday mornings, from 10 -
11 a.m., in the Upper Commons, and generally play
for services four or five times during the year. We try to
play a variety of different music -- classical pieces,
meditative “new-agey” music, hymns, upbeat gospel
tunes, and other favorites that lend themselves to the
sound of bells.

This year, in addition to our beautiful three octaves of
Schulmerich bells, we also have a two-octave set of
handchimes that we are looking forward to
incorporating into the music we play. Thank you to the
Parish Committee and everyone else who helped to
make this possible! We hope you will enjoy this
addition to our music!

And “ringing in the new year” can have more than one
meaning. First, the bell choir will begin ringing in the
new church year at our first rehearsal on Saturday,
September 19, 10 a.m. Second, do you have any
interest in ringing, in the new year? If ringing with the
bell choir sounds like fun to you, please contact Linda
Murdock, and let her know that you are interested,
and we can find a time for you to try it and see what
it's like.

We're looking forward to another year of making music
together!

A Ringing Time: The
Bell Choir rehearses
together on Saturday
mornings. Pictured
here, near left: Jan
Miner and Lynn
Trimby; far left: Clare
Lewis, Dan Lewis,
Amanda Ciaccio.
Would you like to try
ringing, too? Contact
Linda Murdock.

September 2026

The Wayland Unitarian

Polly Returns, Rehearsals
Resume; All Are Welcome!

Music Director Polly Oliver
returns in September to
lead First Parish’s music
program, after taking time
away from First Parish last
spring to attend to some
medical needs. Welcome
back Polly!

Regular weekly choir
rehearsals will resume on
Wednesday, September 9
at 7:30 p.m. in the choir
loft.

i .i,
Music Director
Polly Oliver

Have you ever thought about singing with the
choir? Come on upstairs and give it a try. You'll
find a very warm and wonderful group of
amateur musicians, and a director who
teaches and entertains with equal skill. It's fun
and fulfilling — come see for yourself!

Please also consider joining the choir on a
short-term basis for one or both of our Music
Sunday performances. Watch for more details
later this year.




Our Values at Work

Family Promise Update EAMILY
How First Parish Supports Families PROMISE

METROWEST

X'

We are beginning the 19th church year of our congregation’s engagement with Family Promise Metrowest
(originally known as Interfaith Hospitality Network).

As housing affordability in our neighboring communities has continually worsened, we support Family
Promise’s commitment to the goal of families having a safe place to call home. Their programs provide
critical assistance to families, preventing parents and children from having to enter shelter and
empowering them with the tools and resources to achieve sustainable independence.

Our congregation responds to needs in practical ways. Last month FP members donated gift cards to the
families of children enrolled in FPM’s program to purchase back-to-school sneakers. We received this
thank you from Judith Dixon, the Community Engagement Coordinator:

These gifts do so moch more than provide a new pair of sneakers. They help lessen the bordens of
housing insecority, offering children comfort, dignity, and the confidence to begin the school year
on equal footing with their peers. Thank you for helping make the start of this school year one
filled with hope, joy, and the promise of new opportonities.

Events planned for this 2026-27 church year include:

Shelter Support: Volunteer help in the overnight residence of the Shelter Program in Natick
As we have in recent years, we will be sharing three “hosting weeks” with First Parish in Framingham.
The next assignment is the week of October 5. Activities include:

e Preparing and delivering meals on Monday and Wednesday; food shopping and delivering on Monday
e Purchasing and delivering gift cards for the families. Gift cards help families to buy any essential items
needed. Preferred retailers include: Market Basket, Stop & Shop, Walmart, Target, and Shell Gas.

Donations

Proceeds from our Christmas eve services’ donation plate for the past several years have been awarded to
FPM. We will also be asked to donate to the two annual fundraisers: Keeping the Promise on November 5
and the Spring 2027 Walk to End Homelessness.

More information and a listing of additional specific volunteer service opportunities can be found at hitps://
www.familypromisemetrowest.org. The CERVIS Volunteer Portal link connects to time-sensitive requests
and needs.

Thank you for joining me in these efforts.

Lois Doerr
FPWayland Coordinator for FPM

September 2026 The Wayland Unitarian Page |4


https://www.familypromisemetrowest.org
https://www.familypromisemetrowest.org
https://cerv.is/m?0002/

Our Values at Work

UU Urban Ministry: September News
Our Streets, Our Stories: A New Year at the UUUM

Welcome to a new year at the Urban Ministry! First Parish in Wayland is one of 47 churches in greater
Boston that supports the work of the Unitarian Universalist Urban Ministry (UUUM) whose mission is “to work
across race and place to dismantle racism and white supremacy culture and to advance racial, social and
economic justice.”

The main programs offered by the UUUM and described on their website are:
¢ Roxbury Youth Programs (RYP) is an academic enrichment program for Boston-area youth of color.
* Renewal House is a safe shelter and workforce development program for survivors of domestic violence.
e Tours Program includes Public Art in and near Nubian Square, The Trees of John Eliot Square, Local
Legacies (student led), and First Church Roxbury Meetinghouse Tour.
¢ Seeing Me in the World is an opportunity for UU youth to meet across congregations.
¢ Arts & Humanities programming amplifies artists and historians of color in the Roxbury neighborhood.

Roxbury Youth Programs This summer, RYP participants
have been exploring the theme “Our Streets, Our Stories,”
using their creativity and their own perspectives to examine =
the places, people, and experiences that shape their
communities. A recent tour was attended by folks from UU
churches in Belmont, Concord, Jamaica Plain, Lexington,
and Wayland. Four recent RYP graduates of the John D.
O’Bryant School of Math & Science led a wonderful tour of
the Roxbury neighborhood. All four students are heading off &
to college in the next couple of weeks. ;

The Makanda Project is back for one more concert on Our Streets, Our Story tour group

Saturday, Sept. 12, 1:00- 4:00 pm. The Urban Ministry

invites us for world-class jazz music on the beautiful greenspace at First Church in Roxbury. This concert is
free and open to the public. Bring a lawn chair.

Peace Garden Work Day, Tuesday, September 15, 11 a.m. — 1 p.m. We will be gathering for another work
day in the UU Urban Ministry Peace Garden. Join us for a couple of hours of tending the garden, caring for
the space, and getting some work done together before the season begins to change. If you are interested
in joining us or have any questions, please contact Robert Jones at RJones @uuum.org.

Roxbury’s Meetinghouse Open House, Tuesday, September 15, 3 - 5 p.m. Our doors are open! Join us for
another Roxbury’s Meetinghouse Open House and spend some time exploring one of Boston’s historic
landmarks. Visitors will have an opportunity to explore the space, discover some of its stories, connect with
the people and mission of UU Urban Ministry, and learn more about how the Meetinghouse continues to
serve as a space for community, creativity, celebration, and possibility. The Open House is free and open to
the public.

To find out more about the UUUM, please visit uuum.org.
Your delegates, Lea Anderson and Susan Crowley-Bechtel
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Office Questions
Basics and Some New Things

Welcome to a new church year! Let’s get going on the right foot!

Donations can be made via check (to PO Box 397, Wayland 01778), online (through the Donate
button on the website), or dropped off in the black, locked mailbox outside the back Parish
House door. Please include what the donation is for so we can properly record it.

Weekly e-blasts and monthly Unitarians are sent via email. Be sure to sign up online HERE if you
are not on the list.

(*NEW?*) Unitarian newsletter reminders will be sent to the whole congregation about a week
before the deadline. The deadline is ALWAYS the 20th of the previous month (except in
December).

The Members’ page (HERE) on the website has many useful links for members, including the
Member directory (*NEW*) FP Handbook, (*NEW*) coffee host signup, flower signup and
reimbursement forms.

Electronic orders of service are sent out on Sunday mornings via an e-blast along with the Zoom
link for the service.

The Order of Service is also posted on Friday on the front page of the website. Paper copies are
available on Sundays in the Sanctuary.

Folders outside of the Parish office have some useful forms. If you have anything to leave for me
or other staff, you can leave it in the wire basket outside the Parish office.

If you want to request meeting space (or Zoom link) please check the calendar FIRST and send
a request via the button on the website HERE. This will provide all the information | need to set
you up. I'll confirm.

(*NEW?*) Every committee has a shared Google Drive. In each drive is a link to a folder called
“ALL Committees Information”. There you can find useful information like FAQs for event leaders/
chairs, memos on subijects like working with the office, how our Google system works, publicity
guidelines and more.

NOTE: If you want to re-schedule a regular meeting for the year, please contact me!

Contact me (office @uuwayland.org, 508-358-6133) if you have any questions.

Karen Plaskon
Parish Administrator

Welcome to a new chorch year!
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September Events

Men’s Book Group
Thursday, Sept. 3, 8 p.m.

Choir Rehearsals Resume
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 7:30 p.m.

Minister’s Lunch
Thursday, Sept. 10, 11:30 a.m.

Gather, Sip, and Savor
Friday, Sept. 11, 4:30 p.m.

The Makanda Proiect Concert, UUUM
Saturday, Sept. 12, 1:00 p.m.

Water Sunday Service
Sunday, Sept. 13, 10 a.m.

Peace Garden Work Day, UUUM
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 11 a.m.

Contact information for First Parish community
members is available in our directory, through the
members section of our website. For access, con-
tact the Parish Office.

The Wayland Unitarian is the monthly newsletter
of the First Parish in Wayland, a Unitarian Univer-
salist congregation. A full calendar of events is on
our website,

www.uuwayland.org.

Parish Office Hours

M, T,W,F:9am. — 3p.m.
Th: 11 a.m. — 3 p.m.

In person W & F; 508-358-6133

Worship Service and SEEK (Spiritual and Ethical
Exploration for Kids): See Sunday Schedule, p. 3
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FIRST PARISH IN WAYLAND

September 2026

The Wayland Unitarian

Roxbury’s Meetinghouse Open House
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 3:00 p.m.

Welcome Picnic
Sunday, Sept. 20, 11 a.m.

Coffee & a Chat
Friday, Sept. 25, 8:30 a.m.

OWL Parent Orientation
Sunday, Sept. 27, 4 p.m.

Find a complete list of First
Parish activities on
our website calendar.

Our Ministers
Rev. Lauren Smith, Minister
Rev. Dr. Deborah Pope-Lance, Affiliate Minister

Our Staff

Kate Holland, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration
Polly Oliver, Music Director and Organist

Karen Plaskon, Parish Administrator

Leo Monzon, Bookkeeper

Abby D’Elia, Childcare Provider

Unitarian Newsletter Team
Ann Gordon, Barb Heffner, Nathalie Thompson, Chauncey Wilson

First Parish is located at 225 Boston Post Road in Wayland, at the cor-
ner of Routes 20, 126 and 27. See our website for parking information.

Our mailing address is:
First Parish in Wayland
PO Box 397, Wayland, MA 01778
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