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Dear First Parish Congregation,
 
The Search Committee has completed its work and announces 
that the second round in search of a contract minister did not 
result in finding an appropriate candidate for the next church year 
and beyond. This committee 
conducted an excellent search 
process and deserves our thanks for 
a herculean effort, coming very close 
to securing a candidate for settled 
minister in the first round, when at the 
11th hour, the candidate withdrew 
unexpectedly.
 
The Parish Committee thanks Helen 
Green, Susie Keyes, Jim “Kit” 
Kitendaugh (Chair), Leah Levine, 
Emily Mlcak, Suzanne Reitz, Matt 
Shear, and John Thompson. They did 
everything humanly possible to fulfill 
their charge. We are eternally grateful.
 
We are delighted and relieved to 
announce that Rev. Lisa Perry-Wood is 
willing, even enthusiastic, about staying with us for another year. 

She has given us the gift of competent and kind leadership, as 
well as continuity in managing worship, pastoral care, and staff. 
She understands how difficult it is to introduce a new minister three 
years in a row. Her counsel to us was to pursue the search to the 
last step, which ended Friday. She even held off other churches 
interested in her service until the Search Committee finished its 
work. Thank you, Rev. Lisa. We are so grateful to you.
 
The Parish Committee will begin planning next steps for pursuing a 
longer-term minister after some time for debriefing, reflection, and 
rest. In the meantime, we are in excellent hands to continue the 
work of First Parish in Wayland.
The Parish Committee 

By now you know that the Search 
Committee did not find a settled 
minister for First Parish. We did 
make an offer to our top candidate, 
and we were 
excited to 
introduce that 
candidate to 
you. This 
candidate was 
also eager to 
take the job, 
but due to 
unforeseen circumstances, the 
candidate withdrew.   
 
We are not alone. To put this into a 
larger context, the UUA Transitions 
Team wrote, “This has been an 
anomalous search cycle.” Just a 
little over half of the churches 
searching for settled ministers 
found a match. Several matches, 
like our match, did not work out at 
the last minute. The UUA writes: 
“Ministers in search this cycle are 
making decisions with the added 
pressure of concerns which affect 
us all: new family financial worries, 
ever-increasing cost of living, 
inaccessible housing markets, and 
the changing nature of ministry 
against the backdrop of all that is 
happening in our country.”
 
While all of this can feel 
discouraging, we want to note what 

Ministerial Search Yields a Pleasant 
Surprise: Another Year With Rev. Lisa   

Rev. Lisa Perry-Wood
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How to Connect With First Parish 

Attend Sunday services and other events: Come in person, or when avail‐
able, attend via Zoom. Zoom links to Sunday services and some other events 
are in the weekly eblast. 

Sign up for news: Visit our website to see what’s new and sign up for our 
newsletter and eblast.

Find us on social media: We have a public Facebook page and a private Facebook group. Contact 
the office to join. We are also on Instagram. 

Join our email listserv: Our congregation is a friendly and useful resource for recommendations 
ranging from plumbers to travel, and other non-church-related topics. Contact the office to sign up. 
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We are a Unitarian Universalist congregation that affirms 
human dignity, community action, freedom of religious 
thought, and the power of love. We welcome everyone! 

 Our Mission

To Build Community 
by forging caring connections and supporting 

one another through the joys, sorrows, and 
mysteries of life. 

To Search for Meaning 
by creating opportunities for all ages to explore 
values and principles that orient and guide us 

through life. 

To Deepen Our Spirituality 
by gathering to share words and music, by 

nurturing private moments of reflection, and by 
cultivating reverence. 

To Make a Better World 
by engaging in compassionate service and 

promoting social justice. 

In This Issue
1    Ministerial Search Results, Search 

Committee Update
2 Our Mission
2 How to Connect with First Parish
3 A Month of Sundays, Lay Minister
3 Sharing Our Offering, Flowers
4 Greetings from Rev. Lisa
5 Parish Committee Report
6    Annual Meeting Warrant
7    Spaghetti and Bingo, Soiree Musicale, 

Minister’s Lunch, Book Club
8 Auction Wrap-Up, Summer Services
9 New Members, Calendar Planning, 

MCS Conversation with a Renowned 
Climate Scientist

10 Bring a Friend! 
12 Lifespan Education, SEEK Classes
13 Office Question, Art in the Narthex, 

Blues Masterclass
14   Family Promise, Pantry Garden 

Bloomin’ For Good

15  UUUM Update, Men’s Book Club, 
Meditation, Knitting

16   May Calendar

https://www.uuwayland.org/newsletter-and-email-blasts-signup/
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A Month of Sundays
The morning worship service begins at 10 a.m.

May’s Lay Minister
May’s Lay Minister is Ted Barnes. Contact Ted if you need 
a ride, a meal, a friendly, confidential visit, or a chat. We 
don’t publish parishioner contact information in the Unitari‐
an. Contact the office if you’d like to reach the Lay Minister 
or need the password to the Parish Directory. The link to 
the Directory is available on our website members’ page. 
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Up  Sharing Our Offering
 

On the following Sundays, half of 
our plate collection will go to:

                        May 11
              Community Closet  

The Community Closet is a free re‐
source for eligible residents of Con‐
cord and Carlisle created by the 
Concord Carlisle Foundation in part‐
nership with TriCon Church. 
 

May 18
Partakers 

Partakers works every day to reduce 
prison recidivism through essential 
educational opportunities and em‐
powering mentorship relationships.

May 4
Rev. John O’Connor

SEEK Class

May 11
Rev. Lisa Perry-Wood

with guest, Regie O’Hare Gibson
SEEK Class

May 18
Rev. Lisa Perry-Wood

SEEK Class

May 25
Rev. Wendy Page

SEEK Class

May’s Theme
Imagination

Flowers for the Sanctuary
Is there someone or 
something you’d like to 
honor or remember with 
Sunday flowers? Please 
consider signing up to 
place flowers in the 
Sanctuary on any of these 
available Sundays: May 4, 18, 25; 
June 1. 

The sign-up sheet is in the Vestry on 
the table under the clock. Or sign up 
online using SignUp Genius. Please 
contact the Flower Committee — 
Suzanne Woodruff and Rita Anderson 
— if you have questions. Thank you!  

Lucy Pease and Leah Levine

mailto:office@uuwayland.org
https://www.uuwayland.org/members/
https://www.concordcarlislefoundation.org/community-closet/
https://www.partakers.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4AA5AD2BA4F94-50133971-sunday#/
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Imagining and Creating the Future We Want
Dear Friends,

We all know the expression, “It’s always darkest 
before the dawn,” and the news does feel pretty 
dark right now. I imagine that we’re all looking for 
some glimmers of hope every day, to keep our 

spirits up, seeking the burgeoning glow of a new dawn. 
But we’re not there yet. 

Some of us find hope in tak‐
ing action toward positive 
change, and many of us have 
found ways to participate re‐
cently in a “Hands Off!” rally 
or a demonstration, by mak‐
ing phone calls or sending 
emails, or in multiple other 
ways. We hosted a “Resist 
and Take Action” event last 
month, which offered ideas to 
engage and gave participants a bit more cause for 
hope. 

Clearly, we need to keep finding ways to work for jus‐
tice to be restored, as well as ways to care for ourselves 
and each other. As we’ve been saying, restoring justice 
will be a marathon, not a sprint. 
 
This morning I walked to the local playground with my 
2½ year old granddaughter. One of her great pleasures 
right now is saying “Hi!” to everyone (and every dog) 
she meets. And I find her hopefulness, her expectation 
of being met with equal joy, so poignant in this moment. 
Because taking joy in our every encounter should be 
our birthright in this country; every face should light up 
like hers, with welcome and gladness, when we meet. I 
worry that even our little ones’ joy will be worn down, as 
their parents may increasingly (and understandably) 
withdraw to protect them. And I know that I, for one, will 
do all that I can to ensure that this doesn't happen. 
 
Recently, I came across this poem by Lynn Ungar, 
which speaks so well to this moment:
 
I don’t know how this all turns out,
and neither do you,
but I have to confess it doesn't look good.

I wish we were headed
for a picnic, for a waltz in the park. I 
wish
we were not ruled by broken men
who want to damage everything
that they cannot possess. I wish
I could tell you what we do now.
The streets are littered with the 
petals 
of cherries that bloomed before
the big wind came. Tonight
there will be frost, and tender buds
will burn. But still the woods
are unfolding into green,
and just outside my door some frog
is bellowing for all he’s worth.
All I can tell you is that the fields 
are ablaze with dandelions
who have never known
the meaning of defeat. 
 
This month’s theme 
is Imagination, and 
I hope we’ll keep imagining together 
the future we’d like to have, the future 
we’re creating by our actions for the 
next generation. For now, I’m pictur‐
ing those “fields ablaze with dande‐
lions who have never known the 
meaning of defeat.” 

Because before we work toward cre‐
ating the future we want, we need to 
be able to picture it. Together, let’s 
keep holding onto a vision of peace 
and freedom for all, of justice and 
equal opportunity; the promise of the 
dawning of a new day, with love and 
joy at its center. 

May it be so. Blessed be.

Rev. Lisa

Before we work 
toward creating the 
future we want, we 
need to be able to 

picture it. 
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2024–2025 Parish Committee: Lea Anderson (Chair), Jim 
Grumbach, Barbara Heffner, Nan Jahnke (Clerk), Clare Lewis 
(Treasurer), Jan Miner, Nathalie Thompson (Vice Chair), Laurel 
Whitehouse, Jada Williams, Jay Woodruff

Taking Care of First Parish Business 

Ministerial Search Discussion. The Ministerial Search 
Committee’s expertly conducted search for a settled 
minister earned heartfelt kudos from the Parish 
Committee in our April meeting. The Parish Committee 
will begin planning next steps for pursuing a
longer-term minister. Please see page 1 for more 
details. 
 
First Parish is 
fortunate that Rev. 
Lisa has agreed to 
serve one more 
year as we move 
forward. Her 
extraordinary 
commitment to our 
congregation, and 
her vast experience 
and energy have 
helped First Parish 
flourish beyond all reasonable expectations. The 
Parish Committee expressed its deep gratitude for 
everything she does.
 
Our Whole Lives (OWL) education program gets an 
upgrade. Kate Holland, our Lifespan Education 
director, reports that Our Whole Lives — the long-
running education program that is unique to Unitarian 
Universalist congregations — is getting an upgrade at 
First Parish for the upcoming church year. 
 
Also known as OWL, the program helps participants 
make informed and responsible decisions about their 
relationships, sexual health, and behavior. Countless 
kids and youth from First Parish and the surrounding 
community have benefited from previous versions of 
the program for decades. In the upcoming church 
year, Kate intends to add an age-appropriate version 
of OWL for grades 4, 5, and 6. 
 

Kate would also like to add more adult 
programming, similar to the very 
successful Active Bystander training 
program given earlier in the new year. 
And she reports that Soul Matters, a 
curriculum that has been used in the past 
to drive SEEK education at First Parish, 
but which fell short of what First Parish 
expected from it, has been revised 
substantially, to the point where it is 
beneficial to embrace Soul Matters once 
more.
 
Summer Services Plan. Rev. Lisa’s 
monthly Minister’s report highlighted a 
new plan for Summer Services that 
rotates services amongst four area UU 
churches (Framingham, Sherborn, 
Wayland, and Weston) from mid-June 
through mid-August. Each church will be 
responsible for two of the 10 summer 
services. People will be encouraged to 
carpool to “away” services, and the 
calendar will be posted at the beginning 
of the summer. Nathalie Thompson and 
Ted Barnes, who have been mainstays in 
summer service programming, are fully 
supportive. “Connection is important 
between our churches,” Rev. Lisa says, 
“and this program gives us another 
opportunity to get to know each other 
better.” Nathalie and Ted will organize the 
services we will host here at First Parish. 
The consensus of the PC is that it’s a 
good idea!

Bylaws have changed regarding our 
ministers’ housing fund. A draft warrant 
was presented and approved. The 
committee removed the words “settled or 
interim” so the fund can be tapped by 
any minister we hire who needs to take 
advantage of it.  

Rev. Lisa’s ex‐
traordinary commitment 

to our congregation, 
along with her vast ex‐
perience and energy, 

has helped First Parish 
flourish beyond all rea‐
sonable expectations.  

continued on p. 11
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Adult and Family Events

Minister’s Lunch
Thurs., May 8,11:30 a.m. 

Join us for the Minister’s Lunch, held on 
the second Thursday of each month. 
Gather for soup, salad, and good company and conver‐
sation in the Vestry. We appreciate RSVPs so we can 
plan, but they are not required. Please come! Email us: 
ministerslunch@uuwayland.org. And mark your calen‐
dars for our final lunch of the church year on June 12.

First Parish Book Club
Tuesday, May 20, 7:30 p.m. on Zoom
 

This month we are reading the book Where 
the Forest Meets the Stars by Glendy Van‐
derah. 

Bring a Friend to Spaghetti and BINGO! 
Friday, May 2, 2025, 6:30 p.m. in the Vestry

Bring a friend and join us for a 
wonderful spaghetti dinner and 
BINGO! Enjoy an evening with 
FP friends you know and friends 
you bring! Full bellies and 
prizes! What more could you ask 
for? RSVP to Kate Holland so we 
can plan the food. 

Soirée Musicale*
Sunday, May 4, 3 p.m. in the Vestry 
 

*Soirée Musicale: “A program of music 
performed at a party or social gathering” 
or “A social occasion featuring music”
 

Join us for a musical afternoon with light 
refreshments and musical performances by members 
and small ensembles from the Sudbury Valley New 
Horizons Music groups. Enjoy a variety of performances 
by individuals and small groups, on various instruments, 
and in different styles and genres. All are welcome! 
Please join us! 

Linda Murdock

did go well. As  a Search 
Committee, we worked together 
extremely well -- as our chair noted, 
“Everyone did what they said they 
were going to do!” We believe 
strongly that we listened well to all 
of you, the congregants of First 
Parish, and that we understood 
deeply what First Parish is seeking 
in a new settled minister. This 
discernment work still stands and 
will guide any future search 
process.

We also believe we represented our 
church and our community in a 
positive and accurate way, showing 
off the kindness, love, intelligence, 
history, humor, and goodness that is 
at the heart of First Parish.  
 
We would like to thank the UUA 
Transitions Office for their support 
during this process.

Most of all, we deeply appreciate all 
the confidence and support you 
gave to us. We remain grateful for 
your trust.
 
Sincerely,
 
The Search Committee — Jim 
Kitendaugh (Chair), Helen Green, 
Susan Keyes, Leah Levine, Emily 
Mlcak, Suzanne Reitz, Matt Shear, 
John Thompson

Search Committee, continued from p. 1

mailto:ministerslunch@uuwayland.org
mailto:kholland@uuwayland.org
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New Idea for 
Summer Services

We are excited to try out a new sys‐
tem for services this summer. 
Thanks to Rev. Lisa for the idea, we 
have formed a consortium with 
three other congregations 
nearby: Sherborn, Framingham, 
and Weston. While every congrega‐
tion has a slightly different model of 
summer services — some lay led 
as ours, some with ministers, some 
a mixture of the two — we all share 
the challenge of finding volunteers 
and providing a whole summer of 
interesting services. Coming to‐
gether as a group has infused new 
energy into our efforts, and we are 
enthusiastic to branch out and visit 
other congregations. We hope you 
will be too! How fun to share sum‐
mer worship and social time with 
our UU neighbors. Someone even 
suggested a “bake off” for coffee 
hour treats!

Having just begun our planning, we 
can anticipate that each congrega‐
tion will host two or three services. 
We are lucky to be centrally 
located, but carpooling can certain‐
ly be organized. Stay tuned for 
more on these plans.

Ted Barnes
Nathalie Thompson

Warm thanks to everyone who made the auction 
possible, whether you donated items or services, em‐
ceed the event, developed the playlist, entertained us 
with songs and skits, ac‐
companied the soloists, pre‐
pared the delicious food, 
bustled at the bar, designed 
the logo and flyers, orga‐
nized the stellar décor, de‐
signed and staffed the pho‐
to booth, remained calm 
during checkout, helped 
wash dishes, or folded 
chairs and tables at the end 
of the evening. It takes a vil‐
lage – and an especially pa‐
tient and collegial one.
 
Drum roll please! The auction net‐
ted $38,300. We had raised ap‐
proximately $28,000 last year, so 
this total far exceeded our expec‐
tations. We are so grateful to all of 
you who so generously donated 
your time and resources.
 
Looking ahead, as of this writing, 
we believe that we’ll shift 
back to a model we used 
previously – alternating a 
Dining for Dollars event one 
year with an auction the fol‐
lowing year. We are also 
considering shifting these 
events to the fall. This would 
give the generous chefs re‐
lief from offering large din‐
ners in their homes every 
year and gives folks with 
vacation homes or other re‐
peat donations a break as 
well. We hope to find an organizer for Dining for Dollars 
so that such an event could be hosted in the Fall of 2025. 
It would likely encompass more than dinners. It might in‐
clude other food-related offerings, such as cookies/
cakes/pies/soups or dinners delivered to your home. If 

organizing a Dining for Dollars event is 
something you’d consider, please 
email auction@uuwayland.org.
 
With sincere gratitude,
Jan Miner, Lynne Cavanaugh, Lynn 
Trimby, Deb Stubeda, Barb Heffner, 
and Jada Williams

“The Road to Oz” Auction Wrap-up

From top: Jim Kitendaugh, Jada 
Williams, and Lynne Cavanaugh and 
some First Parish youngsters; Lucia 
and Thaddeus Thompson; Rev. Lisa 
and Emcee David O’Leary 

mailto:auction@uuwayland.org
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Get Your Event on the FP Calendar 
Schedule your July 2025 to June 2026 event now on 
next year’s congregational calendar to 
avoid conflicts and secure your 
desired date and location. Send your 
event title, date and time to Karen in 
the office ASAP.
 
Don’t miss out, next year’s calendar of 
events is filling up fast! The goal is to create a 
balanced schedule of events throughout the year which 
meet a variety of types of congregational needs, 
including the need for frequent festivity!

Welcome to Our Newest Members
 
On Sunday, April 6, New Member Sunday, we welcomed 
our newest members into our First Parish community. 
Everyone received a thornless rose, and the adults also 
received a gift from inSpirit, the UU Book and Gift Shop, 
which included the booklet Welcome to Our Community.
 Pictured from left to right: 

Janice Corkin Rudolf, Jill McAnulty, Steve Rogers of the 
Membership Committee, Kate Holland, Rev. Lisa, Lea 
Anderson, Nick Mann with sons Luke and Liam (mostly 
hidden), Cara Szeghy, and Pat Sims of the Membership 
Committee.
 
Not available for the photo were Chris Farrell and Erin 
Harleman and their children Greta and Millie; Cara Mann; 
Dee Polat and her children Maria, Mona and Maddie; 
and Tobe Shanok.

A Discussion with
Renowned 

Climate Scientist 
Dr. William Moomaw

Wed., May 14, 7 p.m.
 
Our next MetroWest 
Climate Solutions 
webinar will feature 
Dr. William 
Moomaw, a pio‐
neering climate sci‐
entist. We’ll be up‐
dating our website as the details on 
this free session become available. To 
register, visit the MetroWest Climate 
Solutions site.
 
Dr. Moomaw has been a lead author 
of five major Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) reports. 
The IPCC shared the Nobel Peace 
Prize for its climate work in 2007, one 
of the years for which he was a lead 
author of the IPCC report. He is a Pro‐
fessor Emeritus, Tufts University; Cen‐
ter for International Environmental & 
Resource Policy, Fletcher School of 
Law & Diplomacy, and a Distin‐
guished Visiting Scientist at the 
Woodwell Climate Research Center. 
Dr. Moomaw graduated from Williams 
College and earned a Ph.D. in physi‐
cal chemistry from MIT.

His research interests include in‐
creasing the role of forests and wet‐
lands to achieve climate goals, ener‐
gy technology and policies that ad‐
dress climate change, water and cli‐
mate change, economics and geo‐
chemistry of the nitrogen cycle, sus‐
tainable development, and negotia‐
tion strategies for environmental 
agreements.

https://www.metrowestclimatesolutions.org/
https://www.metrowestclimatesolutions.org/
https://www.woodwellclimate.org/staff/william-moomaw/
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Bring a Friend: New at First Parish  
In the past few years, First Parish has made a 
substantial commitment to the community around us, 
either directly initiating or partnering with other 
organizations to offer programs and concerts that open 
our doors to the public. Our own members suggested 
this approach as 
a way to connect 
First Parish more 
fully to the 
community 
around us. 

Perhaps you 
have recently 
attended a First 
Parish concert, 
talk, or other 
public event. If 
you’re planning 
to attend 
another, 
perhaps a friend 
will be interested 
too!

“Bring A Friend” 
is a simple 
initiative to 
encourage new 
people to take 
part in what we 
have to offer. If 
it interests you, 
there’s a good 
chance it will 
also interest your friends. 

When you invite those you know to attend some of them 
— whether it’s a family to attend a Spaghetti night or a 
friend to hear a public affairs presentation — you are 
helping to build First Parish. 

Our diverse public events distinguish First Parish from 
many other religious institutions in our town, whether it’s 
music, presentations of serious topics of the day, a 
welcome space in times of trouble, or the fun of a 

community event. In the last few months 
we co-sponsored a jazz concert 
featuring Berklee School of Music 
faculty, The Blue Heron Ensemble, the 
Cinque Ottoni Brass Quintet, Musicians 
of the Post Road, and more. 

May 2 brings Spaghetti Bingo night. 
Coming in mid-May, we co-sponsor the 
second in a Masterclass Series on 
Blues music, featuring Paul Rishell and 
Annie Raines. The range of public 
events we offer is wide, the 
presentations engaging.

We opened our space to the public 
after the last presidential election. We 
have held Active Bystander Training to 
teach the value of speaking up. We 
arranged for Jane Sciacca, a local 
historian, to present ground-breaking 
research on the history of enslaved 
people in Colonial Wayland, Sudbury, 
and Framingham. 

The more voices we hear from and the 
more experiences we have, the more 
we grow together. We want to be a 
church that reflects the diversity and 
richness of our community. When you 
invite someone to a First Parish public 
event, you are helping to build a 
stronger and more vibrant family of 
faith.

Let’s make a difference together. If 
you’re already planning to attend a First 
Parish public event, Bring a Friend!

Your Visioning Committee

Do you have a friend who would enjoy 
attending events like these? Top: The Blue 
Heron Ensemble takes a bow after its 
exquisite performance of Renassaince and 
medieval vocal music. Bottom: attendees at 
Historian Jane Sciacca’s talk on slavery in 
colonial Sudbury and Wayland chat with the 
author after the presentation.
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A Special Thanks . . .
To all the volunteers who have helped in our SEEK 
program while we sought to hire a teacher. We will 
continue to rely on volunteers to support our staff in 
the SEEK program, and we are grateful for each and 

every one of you! 

Pledge Update. Laurel Whitehouse, Parish Committee 
member and co-leader of this year’s Stewardship team, 
updated the group on First Parish’s progress towards 
our goal of raising $352,000 in pledge money for the 
2025-2026 fiscal year. Several factors may affect our 
ability to achieve that goal. Some members who 
typically increase their pledge each year have not done 
so this year due to uncertainty about the economy.  
Additionally, we face a reduction in the number of long-
time active members — including some with historically 
high contribution levels — and their reduced 
participation is not likely to be made up for by pledges 
from newer, and often younger, members. 
 
There is a possibility that a surplus from this year’s 
fundraisers can help close the gap. By the early May 
Parish Committee meeting, we will have a clearer 
picture of where we stand, enabling us to propose a 
2025-2026 budget that the membership will vote on at 
First Parish’s Annual Meeting on May 18. 
 
Budgeting for 2025-2026. The stewardship report 
segued nicely into an already-planned discussion with 
long-time Finance Committee chair extraordinaire Susie 
Keyes regarding the 2025-2026 budget, and she deftly 
led us through it, line by line. 
 
Because we rely on several fundraising events to 
contribute to the operating budget, and because it is 
difficult to predict how much revenue they will generate, 
there was some discussion about what we can do to 
reduce our reliance on special event income, perhaps 
with smaller events rather than a major event like the 
combined online/in-person auction early in April. This 
will be further considered down the road. 
 
Extra credit goes to Susie, who has been doing this 
important work on and off (mostly on) for decades. Her 
contribution to the financial security of First Parish is one 
of the great gifts received by this institution.
 
In other matters…
Some additional notes from the meeting include: 

Jim Grumbach, a Parish Committee member who is our 
liaison to the Creative Preschool, received notice from 

their director Susanne Geiger that 
the preschool would like to move 
forward on a plan to replace failing 
flooring and subflooring on the 
second floor and refinish the stairs to 
the second floor and the landings. 
The request is a positive byproduct 
of First Parish’s agreement last year 
to offer Creative Preschool a long-
term (five-year) lease rather than the 
year-to-year leases we’ve offered in 
recent years. A long-term lease 
gives the preschool an incentive to 
contribute to property improvements. 
We will discuss this further at the 
next meeting in late April.

Our treasurer, Clare Lewis, reports 
that we are on track financially, with 
revenue already at about 75 percent 
of what is anticipated to come in by 
the end of the church fiscal year, 
which ends June 30.

First Parish is organizing a task force 
to work in the upcoming months on a 
five-year financial plan that takes into 
account trends in membership, 
pledging, fundraising, and 
endowments. In addition the Parish 
Committee is looking to set up an ad 
hoc financial review committee as 
directed by our bylaws to review the 
Parish's financial procedures, 
controls, and accounting policies 
and practices. Both endeavors 
ensure we pay attention to First 
Parish's continued good financial 
health.

Jay Woodruff, on behalf of the Parish 
Committee 
 

 

Parish Committee, continued from p. 5
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Reading Together Can Help in Troubled Times

Our SEEK Program in May
Our theme for May is Imagination

May 4
K to 3: We will begin our exploration 
by looking at using our imaginations 
to have fun. 

4th and up: Twilight Zone 
episode: To Serve Man. We 
will talk about how things 
aren’t always the way we 
assume they are. 

May 11
Multi-age Class

How can we use our imaginations 
to help others and find hope? 

May 18 
K to 3: We will talk about using our 
imaginations to think outside the box.
4th and up: Twilight Zone episode: The 
Gift. We will talk about how fear and 
prejudice can cause us to make poor 
decisions.  

May 25 
Multi-age Class
We will explore how to use our 
imaginations to understand things 
that may be new or different to us. 

Over the last two years I have been having fun 
running the First Parish Book Club (not to be con‐
fused with the Men’s Book Club). It has been fun 
finding books and leading discussions.

Reading has been an escape for me since I was young. 
I read most of the Nancy Drew books in elementary 
school and graduated to sci fi and fantasy books in high 
school, but I have learned that no matter 
what genre, really good books get me to 
think about some bigger issues in the 
world around me. That is one of the rea‐
sons I wanted to start the book club 
here at First Parish -- to read some 
books that will provide some discussion 
around bigger issues in the world. I 
think given how heavy and alarming the 
news has been, taking some time to read a book that is 
thought-provoking and a bit on the lighter side is impor‐
tant. We all need to find ways to decompress from what 
is going on in the world sometimes.

 May is our last meeting for the year. We will be reading 
Where the Forest Meets the Stars by Glendy Vanderah, 
a book that explores the themes of love, trust, healing, 
and coping with mental illness. I hope that you will con‐
sider joining us for this month’s meeting or in October 
when we will begin our new year together.

Looking for some good reads? Here are some of the 
books that we have read in Book Club:

Mad Honey by Jodi Picoult and Jennifer Finney Boylan
Tiny Beautiful Things by Cheryl Strayed
The Invisible Life of Addie La Rue by V. E. Schwab
The Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri
The Unexpected Inheritance of Inspector Chopra 
by Vassem Khan
The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor 
Jenkins Reid
Colored Television by Danzy Senna
Vera Wong’s Unsolicited Advice for Murderers by 
Jesse Q. Sutanto

Kate Holland
Director, Lifespan Education Celebrating Easter and Spring



May 2025                        The Wayland Unitarian                              Page  413

Up
da

te
s

Now that pledging season is at its end, how 
can you pay your pledge?
 

Send a check (yes, they still work!) to First Parish, PO 
Box 397, Wayland MA 01778.
 
Pay online, set up an ongoing payment, OR modify an 
existing ongoing payment through our website. 
(www.uuwayland.org/donate/) 
NOTE: 25-26 Pledge Payments don’t start until July 1.
 
Set up automatic payments through your bank or 
investment organization
 
REMINDERS:
Now is a good time to login through our online directory 
on the website to check to see where you stand on 
2024-25 pledge payments as that fiscal year concludes 
at the end of June. You can also make sure your 
address, phone number and email are correct. Go to the 
Member’s Page (www.uuwayland.org/members). Under 
the PINK, directory block are instructions on how to 
access your personal contact and payment information.
 
If you have set up automatic, recurring payments 
through your own bank or through our online payment 
system (at www.uuwayland.org/Donate) remember to 
update your regular payments to reflect your new pledge 
amount. Previous fiscal year ends June 30; New one 
starts July 1.

Contact me (office@uuwayland.org, 508-358-6133) if you 
have any
questions. 

Karen Plaskon
Parish Administrator 

Office Question of the Month 
How Should I Pay My Pledge? 

The Margaret Stewart Lindsay Masterclass 
Series is proud to present

Blues and Troubles: 
American Stories on Record

Sunday, May 18,  2:00 p.m.

Welcome to the 
first in a series of 
masterclasses 
offered by Arts 
Wayland, 
featuring world-
renowned blues 
masters Paul 
Rishell and 
Annie Raines. This is made possible 
thanks to a generous grant from 
the Margaret Stewart Lindsay 
Foundation, in co-sponsorship with 
First Parish in Wayland.

Art in the Narthex: 
Roger Horine

Please take some time to view the Art 
in the Narthex for the month of May: 
Silk-screen prints 
by Roger Horine. 
From a series of 
lightning bolt 
cards he made in 
high school to the 
images of our 
church and 
Nantucket scenes 
he created during 
a break from his 
career in tech 
marketing, his art 
showcases his 
lifelong love of 
screen printing. 
Thank you, Roger! 

http://www.uuwayland.org/donate/
http://www.uuwayland.org/members
http://www.uuwayland.org/Donate
http://www.uuwayland.org/Donate
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
https://www.paulandannie.com/
https://www.paulandannie.com/
https://www.paulandannie.com/
https://www.margaretslindsayfoundation.org/
https://www.margaretslindsayfoundation.org/
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Two Opportunities to Make A Difference
In May we are Walking — and Walking. Get your 
comfortable shoes on and your supporting attitude. 
There’s a lot of need around us.
 
Walk #1: The Annual Walk 
to End Homelessness
The Walk to End Homelessness is a family-friendly 
event where people of all ages can use their powers 
(and walking shoes) to help families in our community 
find and keep safe housing.
 
Event Details
Sunday, May 4, 2025

• 2.3-mile loop 
starting and 
ending at Natick 
High School

• Arrival begins at 12:00 PM
• Enjoy hot dogs, hamburgers (veggie too), Kona 

Ice, live music from the Natick School of Rock 
house band, facepainting, massages, bouncy 
house, and more! All the activities are provided at 
no cost, thanks to our generous partners and 
sponsors.

• Brief program begins at 1:15 PM
• The walk kicks off shortly after the program 

concludes.
 
Register HERE.  
 
Walk #2:  Walking With a Family in the Family 
Promise Metrowest Pilot Program
Our congregation has started to work with a family of 
five temporarily living in Wayland. We met last week 
with C, the mother of three children and a full-time 
health care worker. She shared the reasons that she 
came to the US from Uganda and her anxieties about 
how she can help her family survive and thrive here in 
the US. 
Family Promise’s SAIL Coordinator is helping with 
current major issues of a car replacement and the 
recent cessation of the family’s SNAP food benefits.

First Parish will focus this month on the needs of the 
three children, ages 5-16, particularly around planning 

summer activities and obtaining sports 
equipment. 

We will collaborate with Family 
Promise in seeking adequate food 
benefits, as well as coordinating 
support efforts around the other areas 
of need. 

Our First Parish team can use your 
active support. If you’re interested in 
joining us, please contact me.

Lois Doerr

May Bouquets at Stop & Shop 
Benefit Our Pantry Garden! 

 
The First Parish 
Pantry Garden was 
again chosen as the 
recipient of Stop & 
Shop’s Bloomin’ 4 
Good Program. The 
Pantry Garden 
team receives $1 
from every $10.99 
bouquet 
purchased in the 
sleeve marked “Bloomin’ 
4 Good” during the month of May. 
Please consider buying your cut 
flowers at Stop & Shop anytime this 
month! 

The Pantry Gardeners grow flowers 
and garlic to sell at First Parish and 
Russell’s Farmers Market, and use the 
proceeds to buy CSA shares for local 
shelters. 
 
Stop & Shop’s Bloomin’ 4 Good 
program supports community efforts 
to fight hunger. Thank you to Stop & 
Shop for its continued support.

https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/registration-form/?formId=b28f0549-ab20-4610-a8c0-0c421057da57&envId=p-Xbg879AmXkiweSkE6c5O3Q&zone=usa
https://stopandshop.2givelocal.com/program/bloomin-4-good/
https://stopandshop.2givelocal.com/program/bloomin-4-good/
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UU Urban Ministry: May News 
Program Spotlight and Open House 
May 1, 5:00 – 7:00 p.m., UU Urban Ministry
10 Putnam Street, Boston. 
Last year fourteen of us from First Parish attended the 
Open House and we are invited to attend again this year. 
Please meet at the 
carriage sheds to 
carpool at 3:55 p.m. 
The program includes 
a tour of the Urban 
Ministry led by 
students from the 
youth program, 
presentations from 
each of the UUUM 
programs highlighting their work, and program 
participants sharing their personal experiences. There 
will be plenty of food and a surprise in the restored 
Meetinghouse at the end of the evening! Find out more 
here.

Roxbury Youth Program
The UUUM reports, “In addition to programming, tutoring 
help, and a nutritious dinner, RYP also provides students 
space to decompress and enjoy themselves. Recently a 
wonderful UUUM supporter 
from First Parish in Wayland 
donated a pool table that is 
now in the RYP Rec Room. We 
are grateful to Lynne L. for this 
gift, as well as to Barry Copp 
(FP Concord), Doug Poutasse 
(FP Wellesley Hills), and Andy 
Derr (FP Stow and Acton) who 
picked up the pool table in 
Wayland and delivered it to our office in Roxbury. It was a 
great team effort all around and we appreciate it.”
 
This is an example of the collaboration that occurs at the 
UUUM made possible by supporters from four different 
member congregations!

To find out more about the UUUM, please visit uuum.org.

Your delegates,
Lea Anderson and Susan Crowley-Bechtel

 Men’s Book Club
          Thursday, May 1, 8 p.m.  
                     on Zoom

Join us as we dis‐
cuss The Goodness 
Paradox: The 
Strange Relationship 
Between Peace and 
Violence in Human 
Evolution by Richard 
Wrangham. All who 
identify as male are welcome. 
Questions? Contact Keith Sims. 

     Mid-Day Meditation      
      Mondays, 12 p.m. on Zoom
       Details in weekly eblast 

Join together on Zoom for an hour to 
gather in community to meditate. All 
are welcome whether you meditate 
often or are new to the practice. 
Contact Kate Holland with 
questions.

Knit One, Laugh Two!
Third Sunday Afternoon

at a Knitter’s Home

Do you love to knit or want to learn? 
The knitters are always happy to see 
new faces. They meet on the third 
Sunday afternoon of each month. 
Come knit yourself into a new 
community.  Contact Jean Milburn for 
more information. 

https://www.uuum.org/event-details/program-spotlight-and-open-house
http://uuum.org
mailto:kholland@uuwayland.org
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UUUM Program Spotlight and Open House
Thursday, May 1, 5:00 p.m., p. 15

Men’s Book Club
Thursday, May 1, 8:00 p.m., p. 15

   Bring a Friend to Spaghetti and BINGO!
Friday, May 2, 6:30 p.m., p. 7

Soirée Musicale
Sunday, May 4, 3:00 p.m., p. 7

Family Promise Walk to End Homelessness
Sunday, May 4, 1:00 p.m., p. 14

Minister’s Lunch
Thursday, May 8, 11:30 a.m., p. 7

MetroWest Cliimate Solutions: Conversation 
with a Renowned Climate Scientist

Wednesday, May 14, 7 p.m., p. 9

First Parish Annual Meeting
Sunday, May 18, 11:00 a.m., p. 6

Arts Wayland Blues Masterclass
Sunday, May 18, 2:00 p.m., p. 13

First Parish Book Club
Tuesday, May 20, 7:30 p.m., p. 7

What’s Happening? 

Find all First Parish activities on 
our website calendar. 

Check it out! 

Contact information for First Parish commu‐
nity members is available in our directory, 
through the members section of our website. 
For access, contact the Parish Office. 

The Wayland Unitarian is the monthly news‐
letter of the First Parish in Wayland, a Unitari‐
an Universalist congregation. A full calendar 
of events is on our website, www.uuway‐
land.org. 

Parish Office Hours
M, T, W, F: 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. 
Th: 11 a.m. — 3 p.m.
In person W & F; 508-358-6133

Worship Service and SEEK (Spiritual and Eth‐
ical Exploration for Kids): See Sunday 
Schedule, p. 3

Our Ministers
Rev. Lisa Perry-Wood, Interim Minister
Rev. Dr. Deborah Pope-Lance, Affiliate Minis‐
ter 

Our Staff
Kate Holland, Director of Lifespan Education 
Polly Oliver, Music Director and Organist
Karen Plaskon, Parish Administrator
Ana Lindo, SEEK Teacher
Leo Monzon, Bookkeeper
Chris Bracken, Childcare Provider

Unitarian Newsletter Team
Ann Gordon, Barb Heffner, Nathalie Thomp‐
son, Chauncey Wilson

First Parish is located at 225 Boston Post 
Road in Wayland, at the corner of Routes 20, 
126 and 27. See our website for parking infor‐
mation. 

Our mailing address is:
First Parish in Wayland 
PO Box 397, Wayland, MA  01778

https://www.uuwayland.org/first-parish-calendar/
http://www.uuwayland.org
http://www.uuwayland.org
mailto:lperrywood@uuwayland.org
mailto:lperrywood@uuwayland.org
mailto:revdpl@gmail.com
mailto:kholland@uuwayland.org
mailto:pauline01742@gmail.com
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
mailto:lmonzon@uuwayland.org

