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We’ve spent the months of 
September and October asking 
about your 
hopes and 
expectations for 
our new settled 
minister. We ran 
a survey, held 
several focus 
groups about 
particular aspects of church life, 
and listened in multiple cottage 
meetings. We’re grateful to 
everyone who participated, 
because it helps us understand 
more fully what the congregation 
would like to see in a new 
minister.   

This is such a fraught time for all of us. 
 
So much to be worried about: an election filled with discord, 
unease, and tension, wars and conflicts overseas that spill 
divisions into our lives here, ongoing threats to safety in our 
schools, not to mention chronic food and housing insecurity for our 
neighbors nearby. 

And all of that is on top of illnesses and losses that members of our 
own community are experiencing.  

It is so much; sometimes it just feels like too much to hold.  
  
In these fraught times, a quote from bell hooks’ book, All About 
Love, has been resounding for me:

“The heart of justice is truth telling, seeing ourselves and 
the world the way it is rather than the way we want it to be. 
More than ever before we, as a society, need to renew a 

Greetings from Rev. Lisa 
Believing That Love Will Prevail 

Dear ones, in the coming days and weeks, let’s remember the importance of being together, 
staying in touch, not wandering off; these values are more important than ever right now. 

Gathering Input, Building a 
Picture of First Parish

continued on p. 10
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How to Connect With First Parish 

Attend Sunday services and other events: Come in 
person, or when available, attend via Zoom. Zoom 
links to Sunday services and some other events are in the weekly eblast. 

Sign up for news: Visit our website to see what’s new and sign up for our newsletter and eblast.

Find us on social media: We have a public Facebook page and a private Facebook group. Contact 
the office to join. We are also on Instagram. 

Join our email listserv: Our congregation is a friendly and useful resource for recommendations 
ranging from plumbers to travel, and other non-church-related topics. Contact the office or 
Chauncey Wilson, listserv moderator, to sign up. 
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We are a Unitarian Universalist congregation that affirms 
human dignity, community action, freedom of religious 
thought, and the power of love. We welcome everyone! 

 Our Mission

To Build Community 
by forging caring connections and supporting 

one another through the joys, sorrows, and 
mysteries of life. 

To Search for Meaning 
by creating opportunities for all ages to explore 
values and principles that orient and guide us 

through life. 

To Deepen Our Spirituality 
by gathering to share words and music, by 

nurturing private moments of reflection, and by 
cultivating reverence. 

To Make a Better World 
by engaging in compassionate service and 

promoting social justice. 

https://www.uuwayland.org/newsletter-and-email-blasts-signup/
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A Month of Sundays
The morning worship service begins at 10 a.m.

November’s Lay Minister
November’s Lay Minister is Ted 
Barnes. Contact Ted if you need a 
ride, a meal, a friendly, confidential 
visit, or a chat. We don’t publish 
parishioner contact information in the 
Unitarian. Contact the office if you’d 
like to reach the Lay Minister or need 
the password to the Parish Directory. 
The link to the Directory is available 
on our website members’ page. 
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p     Sharing Our Offering

 
Half our collection plates on the 
following dates will go to: 

Nov. 10: UU Urban Ministry
The UU Urban Ministry is a non-
sectarian, non-profit social justice 
organization that has its offices at 
the historic First Church in Rox‐
bury. First Parish in Wayland has 
been a long-time supporter of the 
UU Urban Ministry. 

Nov. 24: A Place to Turn
A Place to Turn is a “choice” food 
pantry located in Natick that pro‐
vides healthy food choices, dia‐
pers, and personal care items to 
MetroWest residents, with a com‐
mitment to serving with dignity, 
equity, and empathy. 

November 3
(Turn clocks back one hour!)

Remembering, and Holding on to Hope
Rev. Lisa Perry-Wood

SEEK Class

November 10
Small Gifts and Necessary Promises: A Reflection on 

Lessons in Ten Years at the UU Urban Ministry
Rev. Mary Margaret Earl

SEEK Class

November 17
With Love at the Center
Rev. Lisa Perry-Wood 

SEEK Class

November 24
Reconcilliation: Spiritual Strategies to Heal a Divide

Rev. Lisa Perry-Wood
SEEK Class

November’s Theme
Repair

A New Plan for Wayland’s Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service 

In the spirit of collective healing, during a year that 
has been very challenging in many ways, the 
Wayland Interfaith Leaders Association (WILA) is 
formulating a new plan for our traditional Sunday 
before Thanksgiving gathering. Consequently, this 
year there will be no afternoon worship service. 

However, there will be a participatory event on the 
afternoon of November 24. Details coming soon! 

mailto:office@uuwayland.org
https://www.uuwayland.org/members/
https://www.uuum.org/
https://www.aplacetoturn-natick.org/
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commitment to truth telling…I write of 
love to bear witness both to the danger in 
this movement [away from love], and to 
call for a return to love…When we love 
we can let our hearts speak.”  

 
hooks called us to pay attention to all that is 
going on around us; to be ready to respond, 

to show up, to speak up and stand up. And something 
else: to believe that love 
will prevail, to do all that 
we do in the name of love.
  
Love calls us to act on 
behalf of our neighbors, if 
needed, and first, it calls 
us to show up for each 
other.  
 
Dear ones, in the coming 
days and weeks, let’s remember the importance of 
being together, staying in touch, not wandering off; 
these values are more important than ever right now. 
Stay close, keep breathing, pay attention. Remember 
to reach out for support if you need it, to support 
others, as they need. 
 
By the time you read this, Halloween will have come 
and gone.The trick-or-treaters will have gathered up, 
(and mostly consumed) all their goodies. Pumpkins, 
skeletons, and ghosts will still hang out in people’s 
yards and porches for a little while longer. And all of 
that is good, because we need all the joy we can 
get right now. We need to soak up all the 
goodness whenever we find it; to remember and 
to hold onto every moment of delight. 
  
Most of all, we need to remember that love always 
finds a way. As long as we hold on, stay close, 
stay in touch. Love may call us to be prepared to 
act on behalf of our neighbors; it may be that only 
by taking action can we bring about justice. 
Whatever we do, let’s do it together.  
 
Hold on to what we know is true, to what we 
believe is just; hold on to each other and we will 

make it through whatever the future 
brings. As bell hooks says: “We still 
hope that love will prevail. We still 
believe in love’s promise.” We will 
make it through, stronger and even 
more deeply committed to the power 
of love.  
 
Stay safe, stay well, and stay in 
touch.  
 
May it be so. 

With blessings,
 
Rev. Lisa

Love always finds a 
way. As long as we 
hold on, stay close, 

stay in touch. 
Whatever we do, 

let’s do it together. 

Greetings, continued from p. 1

Post-Election 
Contemplation and 

Candle Lighting 
Wednesday, November 6 

2 -7 p.m.

The Sanctuary will be open for 
quiet reflection and contemplation. 
Light a candle at the front if you 
wish. Watch the e-blast for other 
possible post-election gatherings. 
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2024–2025 Parish Committee: Lea Anderson (Chair), Jim 
Grumbach, Barbara Heffner, Nan Jahnke (Clerk), Clare Lewis 
(Treasurer), Jan Miner, Nathalie Thompson (Vice Chair), Laurel 
Whitehouse, Jada Williams, Jay Woodruff

By now, we hope that most of you have been able to re‐
connect with other parishioners at the Homecoming 
Potluck, the Fellowship dinner, committee meetings, or at 
Sunday services. Rev. Lisa Perry-Wood has hit the 
ground running, adding her own personal touches to our 
services. She also attends the Parish Committee meet‐
ings, providing valuable insights from her past experi‐
ences at other churches.

 
Each fall, the Parish 
Committee holds a plan‐
ning meeting to take a 
step back from day-to-
day issues and consider 
priorities for the year 
ahead. At this year’s 
meeting, the team dis‐
cussed the ministerial 
search process timeline, 
membership develop‐
ment, and the status of 
the Systems Assessment 
projects recommended 
by Rev. Deborah 
Bennett. The assessment’s objective is to review the vari‐
ous operations of the congregation and its programs, and 
to suggest areas for clarity and improvement. Various 
teams continue to work through projects such as better 
organizing and centralizing our digital document filing, in-
house communications, and exploration of our justice and 
social action ministries.

At our regular monthly October meeting, Rev. Lisa report‐
ed that she has felt warmly welcomed by the congrega‐
tion. She is enjoying working with the staff members, 
meeting with them individually and as a group. She has 
also met with the Membership team, the Lay Ministers, 
the Transition Team, the Search Committee, and the 
Communications Team, and joined the October Minister’s 
Lunch. She’s been busy!
 

Kate Holland reported that the SEEK 
program got off to a strong start. 
Both Rev. Lisa and Kate noted that 
filling the position for a second SEEK 
classroom teacher is a priority. The 
pay rate initially offered was $23 an 
hour for three hours per week 
throughout the church year. With in‐

put from Rev. Lisa on the rates 
other congregations are paying, 
the Parish Committee voted to 
raise the rate to $100 for three 
hours in the hope of making it 
more appealing to candidates. 
In the meantime, Kate needs vol‐
unteers weekly to staff this role, 
to help ensure she can split the 
children and youth into age-ap‐
propriate groups.
 
Other items of note follow:

 
While the Search Committee 
leads the search for a settled 

minister, the Parish Committee is re‐
sponsible for appointing a team to 
negotiate the employment contract. 
At our October meeting, the PC ap‐
pointed Lea Anderson, Jim Grum‐
bach, Susie Keyes, and Jim Kiten‐
daugh (chair of the Search Commit‐
tee) to the negotiating team.
 
Clare Lewis, Treasurer, presented a 
review of year-to-date finances and 
noted that we are on track based on 
our budget. We are grateful that 
Heather Felton, a previous treasurer, 
continues to provide support as 
Clare gets up to speed on processes 
that are new since she last served as 
treasurer some years ago.

We discussed how we can better 
support families with children, so that 

Monitoring and Managing Issues Both Large and Small 

We discussed how we can 
better support families with 
children, so that they feel 

included and welcomed in all 
activities and social events. 
As we plan new events, let’s 
consider how we can make 

them more friendly for 
children and youth.

continued on p. 14
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Minister’s Lunch
  Thursday, Nov. 7,11:30 a.m. 

Join us for the monthly Minister’s 
Lunch. Gather for 
soup, salad, and 
good company 
and conversation 
in the Vestry. 

We appreciate RSVPs so we can 
plan, but they are not required. 
Please come! Email us: 
ministerslunch@uuwayland.org. 

     NEXT MONTH’S LUNCH: 
   Thursday, Dec. 5, 11:30 a.m.

Forests for Our Future: 
The Role of Massachusetts Forests in 

Combating Climate Change 
Tuesday, Nov. 12, 7 p.m. 

 
This free event will be offered in person at First Parish in 
Lincoln (4 Bedford Road) and on Zoom. You can register 
for the webinar at metrowestclimatesolutions.org.
 
Massachusetts is unique 
in being both among the 
most populated and 
most forested states. 
Our residents look to 
forests for so much: from 
wood to water, from 
walking trails to wildlife. 
Recently, we added 
climate stabilization to the list. Massachusetts is now 
legislatively committed to reaching “Net Zero” 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. Forests are 
expected to put the “Net” into this “Net Zero” goal. 
According to the legislation, forest carbon sequestration 
(sometimes called "negative emissions”) can be counted 
to offset up to 15% of the emissions reduction goal. Is 
this a good idea? Is it even possible? How can we 
influence forests’ ability to sequester and store carbon?
 
Our speaker, Dr. Jonathan Thompson, is a Senior 
Ecologist and Research Director at the Harvard Forest, 
Harvard’s 4,000-acre laboratory and classroom for 
ecological research. His research focuses on long-term 
and broad-scale changes in forest ecosystems. He is 
the Principal Investigator for the Harvard Forest Long-
Term Ecological Research (LTER) program, sponsored 
by the National Science Foundation and involving more 
than 100 scientists and students investigating the 
dynamics of the New England landscape. Dr. Thompson 
holds a Ph.D. in Forest Ecology and an M.S. in Forest 
Policy from Oregon State University.
 
MetroWest Climate Solutions aims to inspire sustainable, 
equitable communities by hosting programs that 
address the climate crisis. MCS includes members from 
First Parish in Wayland, First Parish in Lincoln, First 
Parish Church in Weston, First Parish in Framingham, 
CFREE Lincoln, and Energize Wayland.

Joint Trumpet Recital
Saturday, Nov 2, 7:30 p.m., 

Sanctuary

Join our own Charlie Anderson 
(trumpet) and Polly Oliver (piano 
and organ) along with Margaret 
Romero (trumpet) for a FREE 
concert. 
Works include: 
Regina Harris Baiocchi: miles per 
hour 
Lloyd Moore: Lamento Ritornando
 Arthur Honegger: Intrada 
Marcel Bitsch: Fantasietta
Zoe Cutler: Largo et Andante et 
Allegro et Presto et cetera
Johann Baptist Neruda: Trumpet 
Concerto
Francesco Manfredini: Concerto 
for Two Trumpets

mailto:ministerslunch@uuwayland.org
http://metrowestclimatesolutions.org
https://harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu/people


November 2024                        The Wayland Unitarian                              Page  47

H
ap

pe
ni

ng
s

Break Barriers, Build Beliefs
Saturday, Nov. 2, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Zoom 

This workshop, sponsored by 
our Ministerial Search 
Committee and facilitated by 
UUA staff, is designed to help 
congregations in search deepen our understanding of 
anti-racism, anti-oppression, and multiculturalism. 
Identifying our unconscious biases helps us be more 
open to all potential candidates for our next settled 
minister. The Search Committee encourages everyone to 
attend. Sign up HERE.

Our Neighbors’ Faiths
Sundays, November 3, 10, & 17, 11:30 a.m., Youth Room

Would you like to learn more about the 
various religions that play such large 
roles in today’s world? Ginny Steel will 
facilitate a series of conversations about 
the material in the book God is Not One 
by Stephen Prothero. 
 

Post-Election Pot Luck Dinner
Friday, November 8, 6:30 p.m. 
Kitchen and Sunroom

Come together over a pot luck dinner as we support each 
other in the post-election whirlwind. Contact Kate Holland 
if you plan to come. 
 

Adult and Family Events
Men’s Book Club

          Thursday, Nov. 7, 8 p.m.  
                     on Zoom
Join us as we discuss 
The Name of War: King 
Philip’s War and the 
Origins of American 
Identity, by Jill Lapore. 
All who identify as male 
are welcome. Questions? 
Contact Keith Sims.

       Mid-Day Meditation      
        Mondays, 12 p.m. on Zoom
         Details in weekly eblast 
Join together on Zoom for an hour to 
gather in community to meditate. All 
are welcome whether you meditate 
often or are new to the practice. 
Contact Kate Holland with 
questions.

Knit One, Laugh Two!
Third Sunday Afternoon

at a Knitter’s Home
Do you love to knit or want to learn? 
The knitters are always happy to see 
new faces. They meet on the third 
Sunday afternoon of each month. 
Come knit yourself into a new 
community.  Contact Jean Milburn for 
more information. 

Book Club 
Tuesday, November 19, 7:30 - 

8:30 p.m. via Zoom

Our book this month 
is Colored Television  
by Danzy Senna.

Transgender Day of Remembrance Vigil
Wed., Nov. 20, 5:30 p.m., Outdoors, weather permitting

We will gather, along with clergy and 
members of three congregations, to 
honor and remember those we have 
lost, with candle lighting, music, speak‐
ers and a reading of names. The event 
is open to all, and is hosted by transgender allies from First 
Parish in Wayland, First Parish in Framingham, and First 
Parish in Sudbury. All are welcome to join us. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1FbeTLj4BlwdHEdlXl8sGwVG67bsY67izydWL-OegmjY/edit?gid=0%23gid=0
mailto:kholland@uuwayland.org
mailto:kholland@uuwayland.org
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Undecorate the Tree is an opportunity for our First 
Parish community to share our gifts with mothers and 
children who have survived domestic violence and who 
are facing enormous challenges. We can make a 
difference again – just as we have for more than twenty 
years. 

Our holiday tree is in the Vestry 
and decorated with red and green 
paper candy canes. Each green 
candy cane is a gift wish of a 
mother; each red cane is a wish of 
a child. Target remains the gift 
card of choice for moms who love 
shopping for their kids. Besides 
Target gift cards, moms are 
requesting paper goods, cleaning 
supplies, toiletry items, hats, 
gloves and scarves. Kids need 
basics like socks, underwear, 
pajamas, coats, hats, and gloves. 
And, of course, kids love games, 
puzzles, and toys.

If you attend Sunday services in person or want to 
come by First Parish during the week, please consider 
signing out a candy cane or two. The sign-up sheets 
are on the tables closest to the tree. Gifts need to be 
returned by Sunday, November 24. They can be left on 
the benches in the Vestry or on the bench outside the 
office. 

Yes, we know it’s early to be talking about holiday trees 
and candy canes. Thanksgiving is nearly a month 
away! But this extra time gives the staff at REACH 
Beyond Domestic Violence — the organization we 
partner with — time to organize the gifts from our 
congregation and other organizations, to deliver the 
Target gift cards and gifts to the moms and their kids, 
and time so they too can enjoy the holidays. 

If you are attending services on Zoom, you can 
participate by sending a check made out to the 

Alliance of First Parish in Wayland 
and we’ll purchase a Target gift 
card for you. Checks should be 
mailed to Pat Sims, 47 Rice Spring 
Lane, Wayland, MA 01778 to be 
received no later than November 
22. 

A third way to participate is to 
purchase a Target gift card and 
drop it off in the collection box by 
the back parking lot to First Parish. 

This is our 19th year partnering 
with REACH, an agency in 
Waltham dedicated to the safety, 
healing, and empowerment of 
survivors of domestic violence. To 
learn more about REACH, visit 
www.reachma.org.

There are many ways we can 
express our commitment to social 
justice. We hope you’ll consider 
providing financial support and 
bringing holiday cheer to the 
moms and their children who have 
survived domestic violence. 

Pat Sims for the Alliance’s 
Undecorate the Tree Committee: 
Linda Collins, Lois Doerr, Peggy 
Holland, Marney Ives, Suzanne 
Reitz, Suzanne Woodruff, and 
honorary members Steve Collins 
and Keith Sims, and the Alliance 
board: Vice President, Penny Beer 
and Treasurer, Penny Wilson.

Undecorate the Tree: An Opportunity to 
Make a Difference … Again

http://www.reachma.org
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Spiritual and Ethical Exploration 

56
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Last month I led a whole service by myself. I 
stepped way out of my comfort zone, and despite 
some missteps of timing, things went well. The 
service was about community, and how we lean 

into our community in church. I spoke about my family’s 
experience as members of a congregation. Here, I want 
to talk about the gifts of community that I have received 
as someone 
who works for 
a congrega‐
tion.
 
People have 
asked me if I 
really like my 
job as much 
as I seem to, 
and to that 
question I 
give a re‐
sounding yes, 
I do. I mean it 
quite sincerely. I love my job and I’m proud of what I do. 

Being in community is one of my spiritual practices. 
Working with people who may have differing opinions, 
people with ways of doing things that may not make 
sense to me, and people with different life experiences 
that I may not share, gives me the chance to stretch my 
own experiences. I get the chance to see different per‐
spectives and learn how to work with folks that I may 
disagree with. While I may not always hit the mark of ful‐
ly doing this with love and caring, my work continues to 
help me practice.
 
One of the biggest gifts I get from working here at First 
Parish is working with folks of all ages to offer classes 
and workshops that help to deepen people’s spirituality 
and explore their values. And, to just have moments to 
laugh and connect. While I do love all of you…the kids 
may be my favorites. After all, they made me a bouquet 
filled with love while I was in the pulpit giving the reflec‐
tion during that service in October.

Kate Holland
Director, Lifespan Education 

First Parish Children Demonstrate the Beloved Community 

Our SEEK Program in 
November

Nov. 3: The kindergarten to 3rd 
graders will talk about 
democracy and how it is a way 
for all people to be heard.

The 4th grade and older class 
will watch The Twilight Zone 
episode Four O’clock and talk 
about how we deal with 
judgments that we make about 
others and ourselves.
 

Nov. 10:  ALL ages together. 
This Sunday we will take on the 
topic of how memory can help 
soften the changes created by 
loss.
 

Nov. 17: The kindergarten to 
3rd graders will talk about how 
kindness can help to repair 
relationships in life.

The 4th grade and older class 
will watch The Twilight Zone 
episode Time Enough and talk 
about the difference between 
solitude and loneliness, and 
how things you wish for may 
not be what you think they are.

Nov. 24: ALL ages together: 
This Sunday we will all be 
together making delicious soup 
to share at Coffee Hour.

Li
fe

sp
an

 E
du

ca
ti

on



November 2024                        The Wayland Unitarian                              Page  10

U
pd

at
es

 
During November, we’ll be putting together all the 
information we’ve gathered – about the history, 
programs, buildings, finances at First Parish, and the 
hopes and thoughts of the congregation (and much 
more) – into a Congregational Record. This 
Congregational Record will be how ministerial 
candidates first get to know us and decide whether they 
want to apply to be our new settled minister. In January, 
we’ll get the packets of applying ministers, and we’ll be 
listening to their sermons, calling their references, and 
deciding on whom we would like to interview.
 
Also in November, we’ll be holding a workshop called 
“Break Barriers, Build Beliefs.” This workshop is open to 
all of us. It will help us examine whether we have any 
unconscious biases towards potential ministerial 
candidates and how we can move beyond those. It will 
be held on November 2, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., on 
Zoom. You can register for the workshop here.
 
If you have any questions about the process or have 
thoughts about our new minister that you haven’t yet 
shared, please don’t hesitate to email us at 
search@uuwayland.org.
 
Many thanks --  Jim Kitendaugh, Suzanne Reitz, Leah 
Levine, Matt Shear, Helen Green, John Thompson, Susie 
Keyes, and Emily Miller Mlcak

Question of the Month from the Office

How Can I Find Member Contact 
Information or Update My Own 

Information?
Have you ever needed to call another 

member of our congregation and not had their number? 
Have you ever been on your way to a member’s home 
and forgotten the address? You can always call the office 
and ask me, but only during office hours! Did you know 
you can get to our online directory from the members’ 
page (www.uuwayland.org/members) of the website? 
About half way down the page is a button to access our 
password-protected directory. You can search by first or 

last name. Default view is a list 
but click the 4-squares icon and 
you can see pictures, if we have 
one. You can also search for 
individuals instead of families. 
This can be useful if partners 
have different last names. You do 
have to contact me in the office 
for the super-secret password. 
(There is only ONE PASSWORD 
for everyone, so keep it quiet).

Additionally, you can update your 
own directory information or 
check your donation status. For 
that, you need to create an 
account and sign in. (Click the 
“Manage My Family Info” link 
under the directory password 
area.) You must use the primary 
email of your family to create an 
account and log in. Let me know 
if you need help! (These 
directions are on the members’ 
page as well.)

You can always contact me in the 
office for help!! Email me at 
office@uuwayland.org or call 
508-358-6133.

Karen Plaskon

Search Committee, continued from p. 1 Office question, continued 

Art in the Narthex

Laura Scheuerell's Art Exhibit in the 
Narthex entitled Water, Above and 
Below the Horizon Line will be on 
exhibit until November 11. Learn 
more about her HERE.  

https://tinyurl.com/FPWB4
mailto:search@uuwayland.org
http://www.uuwayland.org/members
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
https://laurascheuerell.wixsite.com/laura/about
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First Parish Pantry Garden Really Produced

For eight weeks, on Tuesdays, we have picked up our 
three CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) shares from 
our friends at Stearns Farm, Edmands Road, Framingham, 
and delivered this bounty to two SMOC shelters in 
Framingham. 

On Thursday, October 17, we delivered to My Brother’s 
Table Food Pantry, held monthly at St. Ann’s Parish in 
Wayland. This effort is organized by Laurie Hojlo, shown 
above holding one of our interesting carrots. Besides 
carrots, we brought hot peppers, sweet peppers, 
eggplant, spinach, bok choy, scallions, radishes, Daikon 
radishes, lettuce mix, broccolini, fennel, escarole, kale, 
potatoes, and butternut squash.  

Molly Faulkner

  Holiday Pop-Up Sale and Kids’ Shop! 
Saturday, December 14, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

 
Our Holiday Sale returns! We’ll 
feature Fair Trade giftable food 
items, unique items from nonprof‐
its, and gently used holiday 
décor. Back by popular demand: 
The Kids’ Shop. Kate Holland will 
organize a few tables of low-cost 
items where kids can shop for 
their loved ones. 
 
We will need help to stock our kids’ room. Are you a 
crafter? We would love to have you make something that 
the kids might be able to give as a gift. If you can help out, 
contact Kate.
 
We’d also welcome your decorations and décor. (This is 

not a general tag sale; holiday 
items only please.) We’ll organize 
drop-off times for the week lead‐
ing up to the sale. We’ll hold the 
sale in The Commons once 
again, and it will be open to the 
public. 
 
We’ll offer handmade items (jew‐
elry, scarves, purses, ornaments, 
home decor, etc.) from at least 
four organizations supporting 
marginalized women and chil‐
dren, including: 
 
• Project Have Hope - empower‐

ing women and families in 
Uganda

• Under the Same Moon - sup‐
porting children and families 
to break the cycle of poverty

• Sewing Seeds for Hope - 
Afghan women in the New 
England Area

• Let’s Save the Strays - a glob‐
al organization that focuses on 
population control and animal 
welfare

• Equal Exchange - fair trade 
foods supporting farmers 
around the world

• The Sharing Foundation - 
meeting the physical, emo‐
tional, educational needs of 
orphaned and disadvantaged 
Cambodian children.

 
Join us to purchase unique, 
handmade gifts and delicious 
food items and help marginalized 
families break the cycle of pover‐
ty. 
 
We'll need volunteers for set-up, 
staffing, and teardown. Please 
contact Suzanne Tiberii if you'd 
like to volunteer!

Laurie Hojlo

Pop-Up Sale, continued

https://www.stearnsfarmcsa.org
https://www.goodshepherdwayland.org/food-pantry
https://www.goodshepherdwayland.org/food-pantry
https://www.goodshepherdwayland.org/food-pantry
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Yes, You CAN Sing Mozart!

JAZZ IN THE SANCTUARY: 
Jazz Guitar Wizard Sheryl Bailey  
Sunday, November 3, 3:00 p.m.

Settle into the Sanctuary 
as Arts Wayland, in 
association with First 
Parish, presents jazz 
guitar ace Sheryl Bailey 
and the Sheryl Bailey 
Quartet. The popular 
Arts Wayland Berklee 
Faculty Jazz Series is under the leadership of Berklee 
College of Music’s and First Parish’s own Neil Olmstead.

This concert is sponsored by the Lauren Dunne Astley 
Memorial Fund. Tickets for the concert are $20 and can 
be purchased online or at the door. Online Ticket sales 
will end at 12:00 p.m. on the day of the concert. We’ll 
see you there!

Join the Holiday Bell Choir 

The Bell Choir began re‐
hearsals in early Sep‐
tember this year and 
has been working on 
a new piece, called 
“Newness,” which 
we will be ready to 
share for a service in November, as 
well as two other pieces that are 
possibilities for winter and spring. 
We now have four hand chimes in 
addition to our three octaves of bells, 
which add a different timbre when 
needed in a particular piece.  
 
And it’s time for us to start thinking 
about music for Christmas! We often 
need additional ringers for 
Christmas, so if you have ever want‐
ed to try bell ringing, starting at the 
beginning of November and playing 
with us for the Christmas Eve service 
would be a good time to try it. We re‐
hearse on Saturday mornings from 
9:30-10:30 in the Upper Commons. 
No experience is needed; we will 
teach you how to ring and care for 
the bells, as well as how to read the 
music. If you are interested, contact 
Linda Murdock.
 
Finally, in case you hadn’t noticed, 
the time between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas is a bit shorter this year, 
making scheduling December 
events a real challenge. As a result, 
we won’t be able to organize a family 
bell choir this year; instead, we’re 
hoping to offer a different bell partici‐
pation possibility in the winter or 
spring. Meanwhile, interested older 
students who read music could think 
about participating in the Saturday 
morning rehearsals and ringing for 
the Christmas Eve service.

We’re short of a full complement of singers for the Music 
Sunday Mozart Mass in 
C Major, more broadly 
known as the Corona‐
tion Mass. Have you al‐
ways wanted to sing 
Mozart with a chorus 
and orchestra? Or 
maybe you think, “I 
could never do that.” 
With support and en‐
couragement from 
Music Director Polly Oliver, you can! We welcome all 
singers to join us for Music Sunday, December 8. 

The Coronation Mass is thought to have been performed 
in 1779, the year it was written, but it likely gained the 
nickname of the Coronation Mass after it was performed 
during the coronation of Francis II as Holy Roman Em‐
peror in 1792. The piece has more instrumental players 
than normal, and so it should have more chorus mem‐
bers! If you read and sing music, it’s not too late to jump 
on board. Contact Polly if you can join us.

https://laurendunneastleymemorialfund.org/
https://laurendunneastleymemorialfund.org/
https://artswayland.com/products/jazz-concert-sheryl-bailey-and-the-sbq
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Mark your calendars! Rev. Mary Margaret Earl will 
preach at First Parish in Wayland on Sunday, Nov. 10. 
She is the Executive Director and Senior Minister at the 
UU Urban Ministry and has informed and inspired our 
congregation for many years. You won’t want to miss it!

Announcing Community Conversations – Season 5
The upcoming season is entitled Revolution Yesterday, 
Today, and Tomorrow. As we approach the 250th an‐
niversary of the start of the American Revolution — a 
fight that played 
out in Roxbury 
— we will ex‐
plore that little-
known history, 
and also look at 
revolutionary 
leaders today, 
and hear from 
young people 
about what revolution looks like tomorrow.
 
The first conversation is Revolution in Roxbury with his‐
torian Thomas Plant on Thursday, November 7, 6:00  - 
7:00 p.m. on Zoom.
 
Volunteer Opportunity
Many of us have asked what opportunities for volunteer‐
ing are available at the Urban Ministry. Last month dele‐
gates joined Rev. Tricia Brennan for the first UUUM Vol‐
unteer Orientation and Training in quite a while. The ses‐
sion is posted on the UUUM YouTube channel HERE.

To find out more about the UUUM, please visit 
uuum.org.

Your delegates,
Lea Anderson and Susan Crowley-Bechtel

UU Urban Ministry: November News Wayland Library Offers 
Delivery Service

The Wayland Free Public Library 
has launched a new delivery ser‐
vice for Wayland 
residents who are 
temporarily or per‐
manently home‐
bound due to illness, 
disability, or mobility 
challenge. A volun‐
teer will deliver library materials 
to the homes of people who can‐
not visit the library. 

To sign up for home delivery ser‐
vice, call (508) 358-2311 ext. 
2940 or visit the Library’s online 
sign-up page HERE. The Library 
is also looking for volunteers to 
deliver materials. 

Sign Up for 
Sunday Flowers

There are still two 
Sundays in November 
available for you to 

place flowers in the Sanctuary. 
Flowers enhance our Sunday 
services. A Vestry closet full of 
vases makes it easy to create two 
beautiful arrangements. Or, simply 
make a donation and let the 
Flower Committee do it for you. 
You may choose to dedicate your 
flowers and share it in the Order of 
Service.  

To choose a date, see the sign-up 
sheet in the Vestry, visit Sign-Up 
Genius (the link is also on our 
website) or contact the church 
office at office@uuwayland.org or 
508-358-6133.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83582114133%23success
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNsCBKOMslA
https://www.uuum.org/
https://waylandlibrary.org/services/homebound/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4AA5AD2BA4F94-50133971-sunday%23/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B4AA5AD2BA4F94-50133971-sunday%23/
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
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Parish Committee, continued from p 5

they feel included and welcomed in 
all activities and social events. As 
we plan new events, let’s consider 
how we can make them more 
friendly for children and youth.

On behalf of the Communications 
Teams, Jay Woodruff suggested 
placing a video screen in the Com‐
mons area to highlight upcoming 
events and other Parish news. The 
Parish Committee approved this 
idea on a pilot basis, using a moni‐
tor we already have on hand. It has 
since been rolled into place for a 
couple of months. Direct any com‐
ments to communications@uuway‐
land.org.

On October 22, the Parish Commit‐
tee met via Zoom with Evin Carvill 
Ziemer, who is the UUA Develop‐
mental Lead for the New England 
Region. We discussed our second 
year of interim work.

The Domestic Violence Vigil was 
held on October 29 at Sudbury 
United Methodist Church. While 
First Parish in Wayland has hosted 
this event for many years, since the 
Sudbury-Wayland-Lincoln Domestic 
Violence Roundtable sponsors the 
event, it seemed timely for another 
community to have the opportunity 
to host. First Parish in Wayland has 
been lit in purple for the latter half of 
October in recognition of Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month.  
 
We kick off this fall season with a re‐
newed commitment to one another 
and to our values, and excitement 
for the year ahead.

Barb Heffner
for the Parish Committee

There are a couple of happenings for us with Family 
Promise this month:

We are shelter hosts for the week of Nov 11.

First Parish in Wayland is 
scheduled to partner with 
First Parish Framingham 
to purchase and deliver 
the week’s groceries for 
the Natick family shelter. 
 
First Parish will also provide dinner for the three shelter 
families on Tuesday Nov 12. Menu to be determined. 
(I’m thinking turkey chili, rice and cornbread. Or 
meatballs and pasta, green salad. Plus dessert. Other 
ideas?) Stay tuned if you want to help out.

Exciting new opportunity: Walk with a Family

We’ve been asked to consider being involved in a pilot 
program for members of our congregation to work with a 
matched Family Promise family over a long period: 
months to a year. 

There’s a list of possible types of support that would 
benefit an individual family in specific ways. Our 
engagement will depend on what the family can use 
and what we are willing and able to provide.  First Parish 
Framingham and Shir Tikva are the other two 
congregations participating in this pilot, each 
congregation being assigned a matched family.

Together our three congregations are discussing details 
and project parameters with Family Promise. The pilot is 
expected to start after the New Year.

For details on both of the above items and ways to help, 
please watch for updates in the E-blasts and UU Social.
Thanks for supporting our partnership with Family 
Promise Metrowest!

Lois Doerr

Two Opportunities to Get Involved

mailto:communications@uuwayland.org
mailto:communications@uuwayland.org
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Break Barriers, Build Beliefs
Saturday, Nov. 2, 10:00 a.m., p. 7 

Double Trumpet Recital
Saturday, Nov. 2, 7:30 p.m., p. 6

Our Neighbors’ Faiths
Sunday, Nov. 3, 10, and 17, 11:30 a.m., p. 7 

Arts Wayland Jazz Concert
Sunday, Nov 3, 3:00 p.m., p.  12

Sanctuary Open for Contemplation
Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2 - 7 p.m., p. 4

Minister’s Lunch
Thursday, Nov. 7, 11:30 a.m., p. 6 

UUUM Community Conversation 
Thursday, Nov. 7, 6:00 p.m., p. 13 

Men’s Book Club
Thursday, Nov. 7, 8:00 p.m., p. 7

Post-Election Pot Luck Dinner
Friday, Nov. 8, 6:30 p.m., p. 7 

MetroWest Climate Solution: Forests for our Future 
Tuesday, Nov. 12, 7 p.m., p. 6

First Parish Book Group
Tuesday, Nov. 19, 7:30 p.m., p. 7

Transgender Day of Remembrance Vigil
Wednesday, Nov. 20, 5:30 p.m., p. 7

What’s Happening? 

Find all First Parish activities on 
our website calendar. 

Check it out! 

Happy Thanksgiving to all ! 

The Wayland Unitarian is the monthly 
newsletter of the First Parish in Wayland, a 
Unitarian Universalist congregation. A full 
calendar of events is posted on our website, 
www.uuwayland.org. A directory of community 
members is also available; contact the office 
for the password. 

Parish Office Hours
M, T, W, F: 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. 
Th: 11 a.m. — 3 p.m.
In person W & F; 508-358-6133

Worship Service and SEEK (Spiritual and 
Ethical Exploration for Kids): See Sunday 
Schedule, p. 3

Our Ministers
Rev. Lisa Perry-Wood, Interim Minister
Rev. Dr. Deborah Pope-Lance, Affiliate 
Minister 

Our Staff
Kate Holland, Director of Lifespan Education 
Polly Oliver, Music Director and Organist
Karen Plaskon, Parish Administrator
Leo Monzon, Bookkeeper
Chris Bracken, Childcare Provider

Unitarian Newsletter Team
Ann Gordon, Barb Heffner, Nathalie 
Thompson, Chauncey Wilson

First Parish is located at 225 Boston Post 
Road in Wayland, at the corner of Routes 20, 
126 and 27. See our website for parking 
information. 

Our mailing address is:
First Parish in Wayland 
PO Box 397, Wayland, MA  01778

https://www.uuwayland.org/first-parish-calendar/
http://www.uuwayland.org
mailto:lperrywood@uuwayland.org
mailto:lperrywood@uuwayland.org
mailto:revdpl@gmail.com
mailto:kholland@uuwayland.org
mailto:pauline01742@gmail.com
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
mailto:lmonzon@uuwayland.org

