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In a 2013 interview with Blues journalist Michael Limnios, the poet and author Maya

Angelou spoke of music and poetry saying,

Poetry and music are the best at the highest level of the human mind. Out of poetry,
out of their need for poetry, human beings have developed the idea of God. And so,
when we sing, when we dance, when we speak poetry we are speaking out of God's

mouth, each other out of the music from God's heart.

Given her words, I suspect Angelou would find today’s Service, which features poetry put to
music, a fitting idea.

In Angelou’s conception, the very idea of God emerges out of poetry, the need for poetry. In
this short excerpt it is hard to know just what Angelou means by this. But I think I have an
idea.

Poetry exists, I believe, because the experience of living cannot be neatly contained in
prosaic form. So often life exceeds description. For example, can we ever adequately
describe in prose experiences such as beauty, wonder, or love? Where the prosaic fails,
poetry reaches out for words that simply try to point beyond the words, beyond what can
be contained in words, and show us something of the experience of life.

Of course, there is a lot of bad poetry out there! But sometimes poetry succeeds at its noble
aim to lift our gaze from the daily round and to show us a vision of life that catches an
aspect of the color and depth of what it means to be alive ... of what makes life meaningful.

This need to catch a glimpse of what is ultimately meaningful is, [ think, what Angelou
means when she says that the very idea of God emerges out of poetry, the need for poetry.
We all need a sense of something that matters in an ultimate sense—whatever word we
may or may not use to name that longing. It is in this sense of longing for the ineffable, the
impossible to fully name, that draws us to poetry and to music.

Like poetry, Angelou points to music as a vehicle to move us beyond the mundane to the
ineffable, to that experience of life that cannot be fully contained and named. Music can
reach deep within is. We can find ourselves lost and immersed in music, even as music—
and poetry—can lead us to new insights and understandings that shift our vision of the
world.
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An example of poetry casting a new vision for millions of people was seen in the Inaugural
Poem, “The Hill We Climb,” written and recited by Amanda Gorman. The last line of this
poem quickly made it onto everything from mugs to t-shirts—a testament to the power of
poetry to inspire. She wrote, “For there is always light if only we’re brave enough to see

it, if only we’re brave enough to be it.”

Poetry and music can show us the possibilities of light in this world. Poetry and music can
inspire our courage and our bravery. Poetry and music can show us God, can show us our
longings about what ultimately matters in our experiences of living and loving.

As we listen to these pieces of poetry set to music, may we open ourselves to the emotions,
experiences, and insights that both poetry and music have the ability to convey. May we
perhaps even hear “music from God's heart”, music connecting us to the core of Life’s
meaning and purpose.

So may it be
Amen
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