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Summer services will continue at 10 a.m. on Zoom and stream live 
on Facebook. The schedule includes a range of service leaders and 
topics. We hope you’ll join us! 

June 28
UUA General Assembly Online Worship
Due to the pandemic, the annual General Assembly of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association has moved online. For our service today, 
Rev. Stephanie will host a viewing of the General Assembly worship 
service followed by a time for sharing joys and sorrows in our Zoom 
room.
Speaker/Leader: Rev. Dr. Stephanie May
Lay Minister: Kathie Schmidt

July 5
Freedom and Mercy
Unitarians and Universalists of the 1800s struggled to fulfill the 
promise made on July 4, 1776, that “all men are created equal.” 
Through acts of both great violence and selfless compassion, they 
sought a United States that respected the inherent worth and dignity 
of every person.
Speaker/Leader: Andrew Mackay
Lay Minister: Suzanne Reitz

July 12
TBD
Speaker/Leader: Dr. Matt Shear
Lay Minister: Dan Lewis

July 19
Skeptical Activism
Speaker/Leader: Chauncey Wilson
Lay Minister: Helen Green

July 26
TBD
Speaker/Leader: Liz Lewis
Lay Minister: Kathie Schmidt

A Summer of Sundays

continued on page 2
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Welcome! 

Lay Minister of the Months
The Lay Minister for July and August is Helen 
Green. Please contact Helen if you need a ride, 
a meal, a friendly confidential visit or chat. 

2

July Worship Theme 
Creativity:

Art and Craft in Everyday Living

August 2
TBD
Speaker/Leader: Andrew Mackay
Lay Minister: Lynne Morrison

August 9
Silence. Too Much? Too Little? 
Speaker/Leader: Rev. Deborah Pope Lance
Lay Minister: Suzanne Reitz

August 16
TBD
Speaker/Leader: Emily Miller Mlcak
Lay Minister: Roger Horine

August 23
100th Anniversary of Women’s Suffrage
Speaker/Leader: Rev. Dr. Stephanie May
Lay Minister: Kathie Schmidt

August 30
Moral Injury and Our UU Legacy
Moral injury is the signature wound from recent 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, yet Unitarians and 
Universalists in history have also encountered 
these moral and spiritual wounds. What is our 
Unitarian Universalist legacy with moral injury? 
This service explores how UUs can offer a 
continued legacy in creating peace and healing 
all who are affected by war.
Speaker/Leader: Alex Jensen
Lay Minister: Ted Barnes

September 6
TBD
Speaker/Leader: First Parish Staff
Lay Minister: TBD

Summer Sundays (cont.)

How to Join Online Events 
Our Sunday worship services are available 
through Zoom and on Facebook Live. Zoom 
links are sent by eblast on Thursdays, and 
again on Sunday morning before the service. 
Find us on Facebook at First Parish in Wayland. 
Several weekday events are also available 
through Zoom. During the summer months 
there will be one weekly eblast, on Thursdays. 
If you are not on our eblast mailing list, call the 
First Parish office at 508-358-6133 or email us. 

Sharing Our Plate
During July, half the plate will go to Canasta 
Solidaria (Solidarity Basket), a local food bank 
effort of the Metrowest Immigration Solidarity 
Network (MISN).

As we enter into the summer months, please remember that the buildings remain closed. According to state 
requirements for churches, we are developing plans for possible uses of the building in the coming year.  
Until that time, the buildings are closed.  

While we are closed to our First Parish Community, you will see activity. We are taking advantage of the 
closure to have necessary painting and repairs made to the Meetinghouse. The contractors are responsible 
for the site and health protocols which exclude any visits. During the period of the work, please enjoy from 
outside and refrain from entering our buildings.  

For Safety’s Sake….
We are no longer publishing personal email 
addresses or phone numbers. Please consult the 
directory or the office for contact information. 

mailto:office@uuwayland.org
https://fundrazr.com/e1dlN3?ref=ab_3800Wc_ab_9sb4e0EJXyc9sb4e0EJXyc%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://fundrazr.com/e1dlN3?ref=ab_3800Wc_ab_9sb4e0EJXyc9sb4e0EJXyc%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://servantkeeper.com/directory/uuwayland/login
https://servantkeeper.com/directory/uuwayland/login
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
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Reflections from Stephanie

3

Nurturing Spiritual and Intellectual Creativity 

Today.
I walked into a bookstore. I did not stay long, but I lingered long enough to pick up a book 
and a puzzle. Before the coronavirus, such visits had become almost unremarkable. Sure, 
visiting bookstores nearly always brings a smile and slows my step. But, somewhere 
along the line the sheer wonder of a bookstore had faded beneath the dusty layers of 
familiarity and easy access.

Yesterday.
I remember the first time I visited a used bookstore. There were no bookstores in our suburban town—
unless you counted the genre of grocery store fiction. Then one day in high school my boyfriend invited 
me to join his family for lunch and a bookstore in the nearby city. I 
remember the light smell of must, the perfume of paper as we walked 
through the door. The lightly ordered chaos was an invitation to browse, to 
discover, to walk away changed. Suddenly that bookstore and many that 
followed became friends, a cherished part of life.

Tomorrow.
Over the years, the ease of online shopping and the speed of downloading 
an online book have contributed to the fading of brick and mortar 
bookstore visits. With all the economic turmoil wrought by the coronavirus, will we lose more bookstores? 
What might the future of reading, of learning, or exchanging ideas become? 

Such questions haunt me today after strolling ever so briefly between the familiar sight of neatly ordered 
books. As July begins, I look forward to diving into a pile of books as I enjoy the luxury of study leave. 
(My summer break is divided between vacation time and study leave.) For me, reading fuels my sense of 
intellectual and spiritual creativity by generating new understandings and insights. While I also enjoy the 
creativity of quilting, gardening, or even a festive meal, the intellectual and spiritual creativity of engaging 
new ideas reaches deepest into my sense of self.

With all that has happened in our society with the arrival of the new coronavirus and the renewed fight 
against systemic racism, this summer is beckoning me to spend time learning, seeking understanding, 
and hoping for insights to help make sense of the past, present, and future. 

Perhaps your sense of creativity and insight arises from a different medium than the words of books and 
writing. Whatever your mode of engaging new ideas and experiences may be, I hope that this summer 
will also allow you opportunity to reflect on where we’ve been, what’s going on today, and what may be 
possible for tomorrow. I hope our shared insights will contribute to ongoing creativity on how to be 
together in this novel time of the coronavirus and the way-too-familiar struggle against racism. While 
reading may not be sufficient to get us through, perhaps the power of creativity to renew our spirits and 
our imaginations for a path forward to a better tomorrow will. 

In peace,
Stephanie

I think the only thing music would like to add for the JULY 
Summer Unitarian is that music will continue to play a part in 
each Summer Sunday service. Polly will record hymns and one 
of the choir members will add their voice, just like was done for 
the on-line services this Spring, giving everyone an opportunity 
to sing along.
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From the Parish Committee 
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Thank you John Thompson and 
Kathy Genovese!! 

Deadline for June issue 
of the Unitarian: 

Friday, May 15 

Please send your 
submissions to Ann 

Gordon and 
Karen Plaskon 

Thank you! 

Leadership Change, and What’s Next 
The strength of the First Parish community continues to shine with strong attendance at our Sunday on-
line services and the big turnout for the gatherings to support the Racial Justice initiatives recently 
brought into focus. With our beautiful front lawn we can safely “social distance” when we gather, invite the 
community, display our banners of support and invite the larger community to join us.  

The Parish Committee met on June 18 for our last scheduled meeting 
of the year.  Co-chairs Kathy Genovese and John Thompson are 
rolling off after their four-year terms. We are so grateful for their 
leadership, wisdom and good humor. We gladly welcome Kathie 
Schmidt back for a second one-year term, and for four-year terms, 
Larry Green and Nathalie Thompson. We are pleased that Annie 
Stubbs and Deb Stubeda have agreed to serve as co-chairs for the 
coming year.  

Under Bill Morrison’s fiscal leadership, and thanks to our generous supporters and restricted  
programming, we end the year in a strong fiscal position with a solid surplus. This is only possible 
because of the many folks involved including our donors, our volunteer fund-raisers, and prudent fiscal 
managers. Thank you one and all!   

Despite our restrictions for in-person gatherings, there continues to be a great deal of activity in pastoral 
care, programming and community building. A terrific team has been gathered to ensure our remote 
Summer Services are available to all. Kate Holland continues to work with the children and their families to 
keep them connected and engaged. Social Action groups are working on several projects that 
demonstrate our strength in unity.  

Of course, one of our most pressing challenges is planning for how we safely continue our worship, 
programming, and community activities. We are very grateful to Amy Meneely and her wonderful COVID 
Reopening Task Force team, which has quickly and expertly developed an initial Reopening Report, with 
input from many sources. As in all aspects, far too many questions remain unanswered for anyone to 
predict what next year may look like. We are well aware of our desire to gather and see each other face-
to-face. Zoom has been a great tool during these past months, but has limitations. The Task Force report 
establishes practical steps that will allow us to better understand how we can be together yet remain safe 
in a variety of ways. While the report lays out a basic plan, there is a great deal of work that needs to be 
done in further establishing protocols, working on physical space planning, developing a stronger 
technology plan and working with staff and members to make sure we remain safe. Take a look at the 
report and see if there are any areas that might interest you. We would welcome more volunteers to help 
think through and implement creative ideas for the new ways we will gather as a community. 

The Parish Committee is working to safeguard all aspects of the celebrated life of the community. Please 
let any member of the Parish Committee, Stephanie or Kate know if you have an interest in helping to work 
on the planning. Thank you in advance for your contributions.   

For the Parish Committee, 

Annie Stubbs and John Thompson 

mailto:annbgordon@comcast.net
mailto:annbgordon@comcast.net
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
https://mcusercontent.com/bfa97b2d58c835a635f3e6036/files/48f7daf6-01da-4184-816d-48470981679b/FPW_Reopening_Final_Report.pdf
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Our Values in Action 
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Family Promise: Your Help Is Always Appreciated, Always Needed
Family Promise Metrowest continues to operate the shelter program. Since March they have been providing 
hotel placement for up to four families. In addition their LIFE program (Local Initiative for Family Empower-
ment) supports more families who are at risk of eviction but not yet homeless.

In June three First Parish summer services earmarked plate donations to Family Promise. We are grateful for 
these contributions. For other ways to contribute please click here or contact Lois Doerr. 

Doing the Work to Become Antiracist 
Let's read Me & White Supremacy by Layla F. Saad, a small, power-packed book that challenges 
readers to wrestle with the thoughts and feelings that often arise while excavating unconscious 
biases and the norms we've internalized from living in a racist society. The book is short, only five 
hours on audio, but asks us to dig deep and commit time to reflection. 

If you'd like to process thoughts together, Rachel Sideman-Kurtz, Dan Lewis and Stephanie are 
tag-teaming to create brave, virtual spaces for dialog. Stay tuned for dates. The book is available through 
public libraries as both an ebook and audiobook on Hoopla and Overdrive (aka, Libby). If you need help to 
access the book, contact Rachel. We have ordered print editions courtesy of the Lydia Maria Child Fund, 
but it's on backorder. Tell Rachel if you'd like one of these print copies, and she'll notify you when it arrives. 
For further reading recommendations from First Parishioners, click here.

                           Additional UU the Vote Activities Coming Up
We are glad to share the good news that the Lydia Maria Child Fund committee has made 
a second grant for the “UU the Vote” program activities. In recent weeks, the difficult lives 
of minority Americans have been laid bare for all to see. The LMC Fund was created to 
provide resources at just such a time, and the UU the Vote committee has a plan for action.
 
During the first grant period, Wayland UUs and community members wrote 7,000 postcards to disen-
franchised minority voters in the South through the Reclaim Our Vote program, offered by the Center for 
Common Ground in Virginia. The mailing addresses were provided by the NAACP, Mi Familia Vota, and 
other civil rights organizations. The postcards encouraged minority citizens to register to vote, and to 
register to vote by mail when possible.  
 
The second grant period will involve the same Reclaim Our Vote postcard program, as well as a new 
computer-to-text program. With an app on your desktop or laptop, you can select messages from a 
screen and with one keystroke, send a text message to the phone of a minority citizen. These messages 
will urge recipients to register and vote. At a cost of one cent per message, this is a very cost-effective 
effort. 
 
We anticipate that 4,000 addresses will be available soon for postcards. When the computer-to-text 
service becomes available, we will offer training to those who may wish to participate. We anticipate that 
activity will take place in September and October. An online order form for postcards will be emailed to 
parishioners, or just click here. Questions can be directed to Jean Milburn.

https://www.familypromisemetrowest.org/who-we-are/our-mission-and-story.html
https://www.uuwayland.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Summer2020AntiRacismReading.pdf
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Lots of Ways to Connect Over the Summer    
As we enter the month of July, summer activities may be in your plans. Keep in mind that 
there are still many ways for First Parish folks to connect over the month. All of these 
opportunities are listed in detail in the weekly eblast.

For adults: If you are looking for some time to calm your mind and spirit, don’t forget about 
Midday Meditation with Penny Beer and Suzanne Reitz. It will continue on Tuesdays at noon. 

Wednesday Mid-Week Check-Ins via Zoom will continue as well. 

On Saturday, July 18, at 7 p.m., let’s join together virtually to watch a TED talk by 
Julie Berstein on the lessons of creativity and then discuss the lessons that creativity 
has brought to our lives. Whether you are an artist or not, creativity is a part of each 
of our lives.

I am excited that on Wednesday, July 8, at 11:30 a.m., I will be hosting Minister’s Lunch.

For families: We will have Game Night on Saturdays, July 11 and July 28. Zoom on in to a fun night of 
playing and laughing together. I hope to see you there! 

For kids: Our SEEK classes will continue to meet every other week in July. We will have classes on 
Sundays, July 12 and 26, from 9:15 to 9:45 a.m.

For youth: Both of our Youth Groups will continue to meet with India. The High Schoolers will meet on 
Sundays, July 5 and 19, at 4:30 p.m. and the Middle Schoolers will meet on Sundays, July 12 and 26, at 
4:30 p.m.

I hope that during the lazy days of summer you will be able to connect with us at First Parish!
. 

Ka! Ho"and
Director of Lifespan Education and Engagement 

SEEKING YOUR IDEAS FOR MONTHLY THEMES
As we move toward a new program year in September, Rev. Stephanie invites your ideas for monthly 
themes. What ideas, concepts, and topics are percolating in your mind, heart, or spirit? What 
conversations might you want to have with others in small groups, book discussions, or special events? 
What lessons might you hope our children and youth in the SEEK program will engage? 

Please help Stephanie generate a list of monthly themes. You can submit your ideas online by clicking 
here, or, if you’re unable to access the form, please just email your ideas to Karen Plaskon at 
office@uuwayland.org.

https://forms.gle/wGzRWo7Y5Wgsr2zn9
https://forms.gle/wGzRWo7Y5Wgsr2zn9
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
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Standing on the Shoulders of Giants

The Alliance held its Annual Meeting last night. A quorum being present, the members elected new 
Officers/Board members: Penny Beer, Vice-President and Rummage Queen; Kathy Heckscher, 
Secretary; and Clare Lewis, Assistant Treasurer. Melinda 
Morgan continues as President and Penny Wilson as Treasurer. 
The new Officers stepped up at once, Penny Beer wrangling the 
group through a complex Zoom meeting while Kathy Heckscher 
took the minutes of the meeting and Clare provided some very 
helpful financial clarifications. Helen Green and Pat Sims 
tendered their resignations from the Board, which were 
reluctantly accepted with a great deal of appreciation for their 
past services to the Alliance. Helen Green acted as Assistant 
Treasurer in 2019-2020, after more years as Treasurer than even 
she could count, and Pat Sims acted as Secretary in 2019-2020 
and as everything-but-Treasurer for at least a decade before 
that. Together they sustained the Alliance in countless ways 
during their time on the Board. We’re going to 
miss them!

Penny Wilson reviewed last year’s activities and financial report. Although the Alliance 
had an active year, with fall and winter social events, a very successful Undecorate the 
Tree to support survivors of domestic violence, and Rummage Kick-Off activities that 
began in mid-fall, the COVID-19 crisis forced us to cancel Rummage, as well as our 
spring social event. When last year’s finances were reviewed, there were gasps of 
appreciation for Melinda Morgan’s ability to create, from remarkably modest budgets, a 
candlelit multi-course Italian-themed fall dinner (including a working fountain), and, for 
winter, a lavish afternoon tea with silver service, roses in the center of each tiny table, 
and a live harpist. 

Recognizing that both the First Parish budget and the Social Action Committee (SAC) budget were hit 
by the cancellation of Rummage, the 2019-2020 Board recommended that the members grant $5,000 
to First Parish and $2,500 to SAC out of the Alliance Reserve. Our ability to suggest this was entirely 
due to the remarkably profitable Rummages of the past few years, headed by Queens Kathie Schmidt 
and Deb Stubeda, and to the extremely careful, frugal stewardship of Helen Green and Pat Sims on 
the Alliance Board over the past decade. We truly stood on the shoulders of giants at this meeting. A 
huge thank you to you all! After careful consideration and discussion of the amounts of the grants 
versus the reserve needed to sustain the Alliance activities (particularly Rummage) going forward, the 
members passed both motions unanimously. The meeting concluded with toasts to the outgoing 
Board members, the incoming Board, the year past and the year ahead.

Respectfully submitted,

Penny Wilson for the Alliance Board

Thank you Pat Sims and Helen Green! 

Thank you Alliance President and master chef Melinda Morgan! 
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Reimagining Community Life, Together
Greetings from the Community Life Community (CLC), sending a last 
Unitarian submission before the summer break.

We miss you all and look back fondly on all the enjoyment and 
learning we had during this COVID-disrupted year: homecoming 
picnic, fellowship dinners, Vokes Theater Night, Community Carol Sing, a great couple of weeks of Winter 
Session, and more. While we cherished this time together, we also realize that the boundaries of our 
community life are changing and now need to be reimagined. We’re all engaged now in new pursuits: 
social distancing, weekly check-ins, 
working from home, remote learning, voter 
advocacy work, Black Lives Matter 
protests, keeping ourselves and our loved 
ones happy and well. It’s a whole new 
world.

Things are changing in the Community 
Life Committee, too. The three current 
co-chairs—Lynne Lipcon, Lynne 
Cavanaugh, and Nan Jahnke—have 
come to the end of their terms and are 
retiring on July 1. They have served on 
the CLC for a combined total of more than 25 years and are ready for new adventures. Please join us in 
offering a fond farewell, and profuse thanks and appreciation to all three of them for their leadership and 
many gifts to the CLC and to our larger community at First Parish.

What will become of the CLC going forward? As with many things these days, we don’t know—and no one 
has a crystal ball. With COVID-19, our programming has been suspended, and we have no clear idea 
what the next church year will hold, given the uncertainties and factors outside of our control. 
Understandably, no one has yet stepped forward to chair the committee in these circumstances, and our 
current members are all moving in new directions.

Clearly, next year will be one of reinvention and new opportunities. Maybe you would like to help! Surely, 
come fall, we will all be ready for some reawakening of community life. In the meantime, we invite you to 
share your ideas with staff and the Parish Committee, who are shepherding this beloved community 
through these uncertain waters with energy, wisdom, and aplomb.

Love to all,

The Community Life Committee Members:
   
   

Thank you Lynne Lipcon, Lynne Cavanaugh, and Nan Jahnke! 

   Clare Lewis
   Lynne Lipcon
   Andy Myers
   Annie Muschett
   Beth Raynor

Ex officio:
Kate Holland
Deb Stubeda

   Beth Butler
   Lynne Cavanaugh
   Pat Collins
   Kathy Hecksher
   Nan Jahnke
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The First Parish Pantry Garden is thriving this year! And we need more help with 
watering, which we do three times a week if there’s no rain. Newly planted seeds and 
seedlings require a daily review. Now that the garden is almost fully planted out, we 
could use additional volunteers to carry jugs and cans of water to our plots from the 
faucets. Rita Anderson has committed to most Saturday mornings, 
Kathleen Lang to most Monday mornings, and I do Wednesday/

Thursday mornings. We harvest midweek and deliver to three SMOC shelters including 
Turning Point. To date we’ve harvested and delivered peas, carrots, basil, parsley, 
mesclun, chard, escarole, and napa cabbage. To come: 
kale, tomatoes, peppers, garlic, celery, cucumbers, summer 
squash, cucamelons, beans, and flowers, including dahlias, 
zinnias, cosmos, Shasta daisies.  

I wanted to give you an idea of what’s involved with just 
harvesting and delivering to shelters:

Most of what we pick has been cleaned and washed by 
nature or by our watering cans, like our lettuce and 
mesclun. However, other greens (chard, escarole, napa 
cabbage) get pretty muddy. In addition, some of our napa 
cabbage leaves get attacked by slugs and have holes in 
them. For these three greens, I like to wash and chop them 
for bagging before taking them to shelters. This picture 
(right) shows my back steps operation: pizza thing and 
cleaver for chopping greens; white bucket on ground filled 
with water from hose where chopped greens get washed off; 
another white bucket with hole in bottom for the washed greens to drain; and the salad spinner for 
getting more water off the greens. Carrots, too, need to be scrubbed with a brush and trimmed. It’s my 
guess that by making these contributions look as tasty as possible, more families eat them.   

Then, vegetables are bagged into three batches, two larger, one smaller, and delivered to the shelters on 
Merchant Road, Winter Street, and Edgell Road. This year, as in years past, I’ve printed up little slips 
describing what the veggies are and options for cooking or not. Delivery alone takes about an hour. 
Cleaning and bagging can take an hour as can harvesting. We are making more of an effort this year to 
get feedback from the residents on what they like and what they don’t like. 

We wouldn’t be able to deliver fresh produce to these shelters, and to the Parmenter Food Pantry (once 
a month), without the support of First Parish in Wayland. Thank you. Let us know if you’d like to help with 
watering (and weeding, sometimes).

Molly Faulkner, for Kathleen Lang and Rita Anderson

The Pantry Gardeners: Nurturing More Than Crops

Rita Anderson Kathleen Lang

Greens are washed, chopped and bagged for 
delivery to shelters
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First Parish members made two visits to Turning 
Point this month. Early in the month, the First 
Parish Sisters and Brothers of the Mask 
completed Roberto Ortega’s request for 40 
masks, and Suzanne Reitz delivered them to 
Turning Point. Roberto was absolutely delighted 
to be able to outfit all the men at the homeless 
shelter. Thanks so much to Jane Williamson for 
reaching out to them!

Later in the month, Chauncey Wilson went down 
to deliver our monthly “meal”—a $150 Target 
grocery gift card. He and Melinda Morgan, our 
spring drivers, have been meeting Roberto, and 
maybe one helper, in the middle of a deserted 
lot, outside of a locked building, ever since the 
COVID-19 crisis started. This time, the shelter 
parking lot looked very different. It was buzzing. 
Turning Point is out of strict lock-down! Roberto 
was still front and center, of course. His huge 
smile was hidden by a First Parish-made mask, 
but nothing could hide the welcome in his eyes. 
There were at least four other men in the lot. 
One, also wearing a First Parish-made mask, 
was walking back in from town, his arms full of 
snacks like potato chips. Three were masked, 
but one wasn’t wearing a mask at all!  

Chauncey asked Roberto how the rice cooker 
was doing and Roberto said, “It works real well. 
I can make 60 cups rice at a time—enough to 
feed everybody!” Then he told Chauncey that 
there was one problem: “Some of the men 
complain that they are getting too much rice!” 
During check-in call, Roberto asked if they 
could have another mask donation. He thanked 
First Parish for the previous delivery of 
homemade masks. Chauncey had a few extra 
knit masks (not as good as woven but way 
better than nothing) from his personal supply 
and gave Roberto ten. Roberto thanked 

The First Parish Mask 
Makers have sewn more 
than 1,500 masks. They 

are still sewing. 

Chauncey. The men are 
being good about wearing 
the masks, but after a few 
days they need to clean 
them. Another donation 
would make it easier to keep 
everyone masked while some 
masks are sent to the 
laundry. The wonderful First 
Parish Mask  Makers  are 
already on it!

We’ll be continuing to deliver
$150 grocery gift cards to 
Turning Point throughout the 
summer months. That’s the 
amount we normally budget for our “bought” summer 
picnic meals so it is feasible to continue all summer. 
The shelter is more open but First Parish is still 
closed, and the continuing restrictions on grocery 
shopping still make “bought” meals feel impractical 
and a bit risky for our committee of mostly seniors. 
Roberto continues to be happy with the gift 
certificates—a boost to his tight Target food budget.

Special thanks to the Sisters and Brothers of the 
Mask, who are working to get Roberto 30-40 more 
masks on top of the efforts they are making for 
REACH and other equally deserving organizations. 
You are amazing! On behalf of the men of Turning 
Point, Roberto, and the entire Turning Point 
Committee—Lois Doerr, Peggy Holland, Sandy Hoyt, 
Marty McCullough, Melinda Morgan, Suzanne Reitz, 
Annie Stubbs, Chauncey Wilson and Penny Wilson—
thank you! 

 Respectfully submitted, 

Chauncey and Penny Wilson for the Turning Point 
Committee

Open Doors Bring New Challenges to Turning Point
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Men’s Book Club
 
How does government solve 
problems in a complex world, while 
championing our values? Join us 
on Zoom as we discuss The 
Education of an Idealist: a memoir, 
by Samantha Power. Questions? 
Contact Keith Sims.

Thursday, July 9, 8 p.m. 
Watch the eblast for Zoom log-in info

Parish Committee 
Listening Hour 

Do you have thoughts or ideas 
about First Parish life? Things you 
wish could happen, or suggestions for change? The 
Parish Committee would like to hear from you. Join a 
Parish Committee member or two to discuss First 
Parish matters.

On summer hiatus
Contact Deb Stubeda or Annie Stubbs 

with any questions or concerns

Ongoing “Drop-In” Programs 

Minister’s Virtual Lunch

Join Rev. Stephanie and fellow 
parishioners remotely on the 
phone or with Zoom for lunch — 
bring your own — and good 
company. All are welcome! 

Wednesday, July 8, 11:30 a.m. 
Details included in eblasts 

Knit One, Laugh Two!
Do you love to knit or want to learn? 
The knitters are always happy to see 
new faces. This small group meets on 
most Wednesdays — now online. 
Come knit yourself into a new community. Please 
email or call Greta Stone at 508-358-4729 to 
confirm the log-in information. 

 

 
Most Wednesdays, 7 p.m. 

Online 

     Mindfulness Chat 
    and Meditation 

Do you practice meditation or have some 
curiosity about it? If so, please feel free to join 
us for a very short, informal gathering on the 
subject (45 minutes or less – just enough to 
touch base, share ideas, and do a little bit of 
practice together). All are welcome! 

See weekly eblast for info on 
mid-week meditation session 

                Sip ’n’ Seek
 
Join remotely with one another and 
Rev. Stephanie to talk about the 
questions on our minds, perhaps related to the 
monthly theme, while sipping a favorite beverage. 

On hiatus in July
August 8, 7:30 p.m.

Now On-Line! 

mailto:kkssiimmss11@verizon.net
mailto:gretagay@gmail.com
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Just a quick note about using the online donations on the website. If you want to donate or pay for 
something other than the options that are listed (e.g., Equal Exchange purchases), please use the “Other” 
category and send an email to me in the office (office@uuwayland.org) letting me know what the payment 
was for. Please include your name, the amount donated, and the date the donation was made. Thanks!

The Wayland Unitarian is the monthly newsletter of the 
First Parish in Wayland, a Unitarian Universalist 
congregation. A full calendar of events is posted on our 
website, www.uuwayland.org. A directory of community 
members is also available; contact the office for the 
password. 

Parish Office Hours
M, T, Th, F: 9 a.m. — 2 p.m.; W: 11 a.m. — 3 p.m.
Phone: 508-358-6133

Worship Service and SEEK (Spiritual and Ethical 
Exploration for Kids):
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

First Parish is located at 225 Boston Post Road in 
Wayland, at the corner of Routes 20, 126 and 27. See 
our website for parking information. 

Our mailing address is:
PO Box 397, Wayland, MA  01778

Our Ministers
The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May, Minister
The Rev. Ken Sawyer, Minister Emeritus
The Rev. Dr. Deborah Pope-Lance, Affiliate Minister
Alex Jensen, Intern Minister

Our Staff
Kate Holland, Director of Education and Engagement
Polly Oliver, Music Director and Organist
Karen Plaskon, Parish Administrator
India Wood, Youth Coordinator 
Leo Monzon, Bookkeeper
Meggan Thermitus, Coffee Hour Coordinator
Christine Bracken, Emma Silberman, Childcare Providers

                                            SUMMER STAFF SCHEDULE

Rev. Stephanie will continue working through June 30 and will be off for 
vacation and study leave during the month of July. She will return August 1. 

Phyllis O’Connell will be available for pastoral care by phone (781-910-1305) 
or Zoom while Stephanie is on vacation.

Kate Holland will be working during July, and on vacation and study leave in August.

Alex Jensen will be off from June 15 and return on August 15. During his time away, he will be engaged 
with an online Clinical Pastoral Education program. 

Polly Oliver will be on summer break from June 15 until August 31.

Leo Monzon (bookkeeper) will continue to work part-time to answer questions about pledges, 
contributions, and other financial matters.

Karen Plaskon will work limited hours remotely from June 22 - Aug. 28. Email and voicemail will be 
monitored, so please leave a message and she will get back to you. Please note her hours are less than 
half during the program year so her availability is limited and response time may be slower than usual.

Tips From Karen
Some “How-To’s” From our Administrator

https://www.uuwayland.org/donate/
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
http://www.uuwayland.org
mailto:smay@uuwayland.org
mailto:revdpl@gmail.com
mailto:ajensen@uuwayland.org
mailto:kholland@uuwayland.org
mailto:pauline01742@gmail.com
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
mailto:iwood@uuwayland.org
mailto:lmonzon@uuwayland.org
mailto:p.phyllisoconnell@comcast.net
mailto:p.phyllisoconnell@comcast.net
mailto:lmonzon@uuwayland.org

