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On a June night in 1954, things were not “business as usual” for the Wayland School 
Committee. The Committee had convened a solemn public hearing to determine the fate 
of Anne P. Hale. Anne was a second-grade teacher in Wayland who was beloved by many. 
News had come to light that Anne had previously been a member of a Communist chapter 
out of Cambridge for about twelve years. 
 
In the crowded high school gymnasium that night sat seven hundred concerned residents; 
there wasn’t an empty seat, with many people standing, looking over shoulders for a view. 
Stone-faced, Anne sat there in silence, refusing to answer questions asked by the 
Committee. There was audible silence, with tensions rising with each passing second. 
After a series of these hearings, the three-person Committee would reach a decision. 
Voting 2 to 1, the Committee dismissed Anne from her position as a teacher. 
 
In the context of the Red Scare of the 40s and 50s, Anne’s controversy would sweep 
Wayland up into a frenzy. After the initial hearing on June 8th in 1954, the School 
Committee would convene eight other hearings. Those on the Committee had hoped to 
dull down the hearings to curb public interest in Anne’s case, trying to keep things from 
blowing out of proportion. Of course, as these things often work when you try to curb 
public interest, the town became deeply engulfed in the case. They held numerous 
suspicions: suspicion of Anne and her prior Communist membership; suspicion of one 
another, as many in Wayland suspected there could be other Communists in their ranks; 
suspicion of the First Parish as a harbor for Communists, where only years earlier Anne 
had become a member in 1951. 

 
When I picked up Anne’s case for my Unitarian Universalist History class last semester, I 
had no idea of the multitude of layers involving First Parish and the wider town of 
Wayland. First Parish has historically held a prominent position in Wayland, with many 
town officials, leaders, and decisionmakers holding membership; if you were to visit 
coffee hour in the 40s and 50s, you might even hear murmurs of business and upcoming 
decisions between small bites and sips of coffee. 
 
Some of those involved in Anne’s case were also prominent figures here at First Parish. 
Not only was Anne a member, but so was Roger Stokey, the Town Counsel, as well as 
William Waldron, the Wayland School Committee’s Chair. Stokey would serve as a sort of 
“prosecutor”, making the case against Anne on behalf of the town. Waldron, in effect, 
acted as “chief judge” of the case. 
 
Ultimately, the membership at First Parish would be divided with Anne’s case. Anne 
would find support from the parish minister, the Rev. Raymond Manker, who offered to 
give Anne a character reference. Stokey and other members felt that Anne’s case was 
being swept up in the Red Scare frenzy, which came to light toward the end of Senator 
Joseph McCarthy’s accusations. Waldron, the Committee Chair, had even voted against 
Anne’s dismissal, finding it impossible to judge or determine what Anne really believed. 
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Yet, Anne also met some hostility at First Parish. While her membership was never 
revoked, Anne had members at the church who were afraid to associate with her. 
Parishioners were scared, fearing that they might lose their jobs in being close to a 
“subversive”. At one point, Sunday attendance reached an ultimate low, with only three 
parishioners showing up for the service. 
 
In the spirit of Martin Luther King Sunday, I think it’s fitting that we should revisit Anne’s 
story and what it might mean for our Parish today. Being born in the 90s, I want to speak 
about Anne’s case with a lot of humility. I wasn’t alive during the Red Scare, and I never 
knew Anne personally. Some of you who lived through the 40s and 50s know more than 
I do about just how scary this time was for people. Much of the information in this sermon 
comes from the hard work of scholars in our own congregation. I also hold deep gratitude 
for the wonderful archives we’ve maintained on Anne’s case. 
 
Nevertheless, in my research of her story, I find that I might have some other information 
about Anne that might not have been previously known. It is my hope that we might learn 
about Anne’s story together, and that we might approach our Unitarian Universalist 
yearning for justice with some new angles from her case. 
 
Interestingly, the layers with First Parish don’t stop with Stokey and Waldron. In 
researching Anne’s case, I uncovered the names of two others at First Parish who were 
identified alongside Anne in a report from the Special Commission on Communism. 
Before I tell you their names––I’ve gotta keep you listening somehow!––I think it’s 
important to discuss more background on Communism in the political climate and in 
national Unitarianism at the time. 
 
Before the Red Scare of the 40s and 50s, there was a First Red Scare from 1917 to 1920. 
This First Red Scare came out of the social milieu of World War I, with the Bolsehvik 
Revolution in Russia that overthrew the Russian Monarchy. In this period, the United 
States passed a couple of laws challenging forms of speech. The First Red Scare involved 
a fear that immigrants might be coming to the United States with Communist, Socialist, 
or Anarchist ideologies. Some feared this threatened the stability of democracy. This first 
scare would send some of the first waves of fear to many New England towns, like 
Wayland. 
 
National Unitarianism was also impacted by these first waves. With the American 
Unitarian Association, many Unitarians at the time were divided with their support of the 
Soviet Union. A minority of Unitarians valued anti-war stances, like other religious 
liberals. To the contrary, many Unitarians were on the pro-war side of entering World 
War I. They believed it was their religious duty to stop Fascism and support ideals of 
democracy and freedom. Tensions became strained between the AUA and other pacifist 
organizations. This shadow from the First Red Scare would persist in national 
Unitarianism toward the rise of the Second Red Scare and Stephen Fritchman. 
 
Fritchman was the editor of the Christian Register from 1941 to 1947. The Register, as it 
was known, was the official publication of the American Unitarian Association. Fritchman 
had gathered suspicion for Communist sympathies during his tenure as editor. His 
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editorial style seemed to show a political bias that favored Communism and pro-
Communist causes. Because of this suspicion, Fritchman was suspended by the AUA’s 
executive committee in 1947. While it isn’t known if Fritchman really was a Communist, 
his controversy as editor framed how New England Unitarianism became galvanized 
against Communism. 
 
Anne’s case would arise in this time, where Unitarians in towns like Wayland retained a 
more conservative stance on Communism. The Rev. Ray Manker reflects on the 
atmosphere of the 50s and his support of Anne. In a 2002 sermon, he writes: 
 

On going to Wayland… in 1950, I was only 25 years old… Soon, at the high 
point of the "red scare" of Senator Joseph McCarthy, I was in trouble for 
openly speaking my mind. Several in the congregation were incensed over 
my sermons, and demanded that the Standing Committee fire me. 
Fortunately, the congregational vote retained me… I supported Anne Hale… 
a popular, well-loved school teacher, who was being hounded and finally 
fired by the school board for having once been a communist… It hit the front 
page of the Boston newspapers, and we received hate mail and terrible 
telephone calls1. 

 
Manker had a view and theology of Unitarianism that was at odds with those in New 
England congregations. Manker felt that Unitarianism was expansive enough to include 
liberally religious radicals. This was in direct contrast to a published statement by the 
Parish Committee only years earlier, which stated that due to the Communist infiltration 
of the Unitarian Church, Communists and their sympathizers had no place at First Parish. 
Despite this, Rev. Manker maintained that all worshippers were welcome at First Parish, 
regardless of belief. 
 
So who were the other two at First Parish named alongside Anne? After much digging, I 
found the names of Edwin Goodell and Elizabeth Raymond. Both Ned and Liz were 
members here at First Parish who were named in the Special Commission report. Because 
all three Wayland residents named in the report were also First Parish members, people 
grew even more suspicious of the church. Rev. Manker speaks about this as well, recalling 
that: “The favorite game at local cocktail parties… was the comparison of the lists of local 
‘commies’, and the ‘Little Red Church’. First Parish was on everyone’s list2”. 
 
While I know little on Liz Raymond and her story, Ned Goodell was a well-known 
architect. He was a graduate of the MIT School of Architecture and was known for his 
modernist style. It’s suspicious that we don’t talk about Ned or Liz nearly as much as we 
do about Anne. Why weren’t they also mentioned as publicly in The Wayland Town 
Crier? 
 

 
1

 Will Barnett et al., “The ‘Red Menace’: Anne Hale, Communist Teacher,” Wayland High School History 

Project (Wayland High School, 2005), http://www.whshistoryproject.org/1950s/communist.html. 

2 Raymond Manker. August 14, 1982. First Parish in Wayland, Unitarian Universalist Archives, 4. 
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I wonder if part of the answer lies in Anne’s role as a teacher. The news headlines read 
“Wayland Ousts Teacher, Ex Red” and “Ousted Teacher to Seek Hearing”. Perhaps news 
that an architect and another member of the Parish had been former Communists didn’t 
get as much traction. 
 
Following Anne’s firing, she had a difficult life. She became unemployed, eventually 
landing a job cleaning animal cages and caring for animals. Once she was discovered to 
be a “subversive”, she was fired. Her brother Mathew, a lawyer, also lost his job. 
 
Despite this, Anne never lost her love of teaching and her deep care for others. Months 
before her death due to a brain tumor, she became a Wellesley Public School teacher of 
children with dyslexia. One of her friends noted it as her “vindication”. 
 
Anne died on October 2nd in 1968. She was 60 years old. Today she is buried in her family’s 
plot in Elizabethtown, New York. 
 
So, what is Anne’s legacy that we hold at First Parish today? What does Anne’s story 
mean to us as Unitarian Universalists and seekers of justice? 
 
If we can take one thing away from her story, it’s that we have a collective responsibility 
as Unitarian Universalists to defend justice. Our Second Principle calls us to promote 
justice, compassion, and equity in our relationships to one another. According to the Rev. 
Emily Gage, the minister at Unity Temple in Chicago: 
 

Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations points us toward 
something beyond inherent worth and dignity. It points us to the larger 
community... It reminds us that treating people as human beings is not 
simply something we do one-on-one...3 

 
We are not short of opportunities today to promote and defend justice. In these troubling 
times, it seems like justice, equity, and compassion are under constant threat. We witness 
injustices every day carried out against people of color, queer and trans people, and 
others. The good news is that Anne’s story doesn’t end with her death. When our 
congregation stands for justice, we honor Anne. When we care for and protect one 
another, we choose to do so in her caring spirit. When we offer a warm welcome to those 
in society that are seen as “lesser than”, we work to lift up justice, equity, and compassion. 
In doing so, we might make up for the challenges and struggles she faced. 
 
I leave you all with this blessing: Wherever you witness injustice, wherever you find 
yourself called to counter oppression, may you be strengthened by this place, this special 
community. May you always remember that you never work alone. Justice is our collective 
responsibility. We don’t get there on our own. 
 

 

3 https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles/2nd 
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In the spirit of Anne, and in the spirit of MLK Sunday, may you remember this sacred 
commitment of our living tradition: to work for justice, to create a more equal world, and 
to love one another. May this spark, this fire for justice ever be in our minds and hearts. 
 
May it be so. Amen. 
 

~~~~~ 
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