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“Whose Nation?” 

A Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Stephanie May 

First Parish in Wayland 

October 13, 2019 

 
[Note on language:  For some indigenous persons, the term Native American is problematic because it 

describes them in relationship to the American nation and/or continent. Where possible, I have tried to use 

tribal national identities. When the term “Indian” is used, it is intended as an inclusive term for tribal nations.] 

 

In the spring of 1754, a young George Washington crossed the Appalachian mountains on 

orders to force the French out of the Ohio Country. Sent by the Governor of Virginia to protect 

the economic interests of the Ohio Company of Virginia, Washington led a small group of 160 

soldiers against a French fort at the headwaters of the Ohio River. Beset with bad judgments, 

inadequate support, and the threat of a surprise counterattack, the endeavor was a failure for 

Washington. And yet, it would begin seven years of war known in the U.S. as the French and 

Indian War.  

 

Blue Jacket, a young Shawnee, grew up with stories of the French and Indian War.  Blue Jacket 

responded to the call from Neolin, a Delaware, and Pontiac, an Ottawa, for pan-Indian unity 

and a renunciation of white ways. Known by the English as “Pontiac’s Rebellion”, they 

succeeded in unsettling the western English pioneers. In historian William Hogeland’s 

account,i he writes, “For months, it looked as if Britain’s new western empire might really 

crumble.” (52) However, when the fighting ended in 1764, not much had changed in control of 

land. Even so, Blue Jacket remained committed to a militant response to English settlement as 

well as to a unified coalition to protect their lands.  

 

As the costs of managing the unruly conflict beyond the Appalachians grew, the British 

proclaimed a cessation of English settlement in 1763. Thousands of tribal leaders gathered at 

Fort Niagara in 1764 and heard the proclamation that the nations had a right to their lands. 

Hogeland explains, “Only through official treaties with the Indian nations and sales certified 

by the Crown—not through deals with freelancing speculators or settlers—could those lands 

be transferred.” (58) 

 

However, the line of no settlement moved a few years later in 1768. The Six Nations Iroquois, 

claiming to control all the land west of the Appalachians, signed a treaty moving the line all 

the way west to the Ohio River. And yet, in the view of the Shawnees and other western 

nations, the Six Nations Iroquois were not empowered to make this move. And so, as white 

settlers arrived down the Ohio River to settle in lands we now know as Kentucky, the local 

Indian nations raided and destroyed the new settlements.  
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For Blue Jacket, this newest incursion of white settlers only reinforced his belief that the 

Indian nations needed to unify and fight back.  What would you do? 
 

-- 
 

In 1775, Shadrach Hudson was born in Morristown, New Jersey. He would die in the state 

of Ohio in 1841, on the same day as his wife, Lydia. But in 1775, Ohio did not yet exist as a 

state. The nation of the United States did not yet exist.  

 

And yet, change had begun. The American Revolution had begun. In 1775, Shadrach’s 

father, Abraham, signed up to fight in the Continental Army. While Abraham was away 

fighting, his wife died. A family history says that Shadrach grew-up on his grandparents’ 

farm in nearby Mendham, NJ.  Abraham finally came home in the fall of 1780 after fighting 

for most of the Revolution. 

 

If Morristown, New Jersey sounds familiar, it may be because George Washington and the 

Continental troops spent two winters there during the Revolutionary War. In January of 

1777, Washington ordered all the troops inoculated for smallpox. The Presbyterian church 

in nearby Mendham, where Shadrach’s family belonged, served as a smallpox hospital.  The 

deaths of three of his four grandparents in January 1777 suggests a heavy impact on the 

locals as well.   

 

Imagine trying to raise a child with no parents in the midst of a war. Imagine being a child 

who had only known war. 
 

-- 
 

As the Indian nations also adjusted to the end of the Revolutionary War, they gathered in a 

conference at Sandusky, on Lake Erie, in 1783. The militant elements, like Blue Jacket, were 

asked to pause their fighting against white settlers in the Ohio valley in an effort to make 

peace with the new U.S. government. (91) Thus, in 1784, a meeting was set for U.S. 

commissioners to meet delegates of the Indian nations at Fort Stanwix on the Mohawk River 

in New York.  

 

When the U.S. commissioners were late, several of the far western delegates had already left.  

The Six Nations delegates who remained were stunned when they realized that the U.S. had 

arrived not to negotiate peace between sovereign nations, but to declare that the Indians 

were a defeated and subject people based on the peace treaty signed with Britain. The terms 

of surrender, dictated by the U.S., determined a new boundary for Indian regions. Hogeland 

describes the impact,  
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“The western Indians not present at this meeting must henceforth live peacefully 

within new, smaller regions, behind a boundary to be dictated by the United States and 

drawn much farther west and north than the old royal proclamation line at the Ohio 

River.” (99) 
 

Furthermore, the U.S. commissioners insisted that the remaining Six Nations would be the sole 

negotiator representing all Indians. It was up to the Six Nations to let the other Indian nations 

know. 

 

After one more attempt at a fair treaty blew up, the peace also exploded as raiding parties 

along the Ohio resumed—raiding parties led by local U.S. militia groups as well as by Indian 

groups. At yet another conference of Indian nations in 1786, the delegates agreed they would 

abide by a settlement line of the Ohio River—ceding Kentucky and lands south of the Ohio as 

lost to white settlement.  To communicate the decision, they sent a letter to Arthur St. Clair, 

Governor of the Northwest Territory (as the Ohio Country was now called).  

 

St. Clair decided an appropriate response was to meet with the Indian nations and offer to pay 

for their lands. But to the western confederacy of Indian nations, St. Clair’s invitation to meet 

at a U.S. fort near Marietta, Ohio on the north side of the Ohio River was insulting. From their 

point of view, both Marietta and Cincinnati with their accompanying forts were “naked 

military aggression” on their land. (110) 

 

Whose land? Whose nation? Was it for sale—at what cost? 
 

-- 
 

On May 19, 1791, Shadrach enlisted in the 2nd U.S. Levies. Only 16 years old, he left New 

Jersey to join the fight to secure the Ohio Country for white settlers.  With 1,000 soldiers 

under the control of Arthur St. Clair, the army marched out of Fort Washington near 

Cincinnati, Ohio on September 1791. After making their way nearly 100 miles north, the 

Army fell under attack by 2000 Native Americans led by Little Turtle and Blue Jacket. 

Suffering a terrible defeat, what remained of the army retreated. Shadrach survived and 

was discharged once reaching the safety of Fort Washington.  
 

-- 
 

In 1790, fifteen hundred U.S. troops marched out from Cincinnati’s Fort Washington and 

headed north with plans to destroy Kekionga, the chief town of the Miami. After evacuating in 

advance, the Indians, led by the Miami Little Turtle, watched as the Americans destroyed their 

towns. When the Indians finally chose to attack, the Americans fled. (115) 
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Embarrassed by this rout, the Americans wanted to try again to defeat the western 

confederacy. This time Governor St. Clair would lead the troops himself.  Remembering his 

own Ohio failure, President Washington told St. Clair, “Beware of surprise.” St. Clair not only 

didn’t listen, the surprise attack launched against his troops on November 5, 1791 would be 

devastating.  

 

In the aftermath of this defeat, a stronger, more thoroughly trained army would be sent a 

third time in 1794. Led by General Anthony Wayne, the American army finally succeeded in 

defeating Blue Jacket, Little Turtle, and the western confederacy at the Battle of Fallen 

Timbers.  Today the battlefield is a national park in Toledo, Ohio. In describing the earlier 

defeat of Arthur St. Clair, one sign reads, “St. Clair’s Defeat: 630 Dead (37 officers), 283 

wounded. Worst American defeat at the hands of Natives. 97.9% casualty rate.” 
 

-- 
 

Despite this initial, violent exposure to Ohio, Shadrach decided to permanently move from 

New Jersey to Ohio. In 1794, Shadrach married Lydia Sarah Winans. Like Shadrach, Lydia 

was born in New Jersey. Unlike Shadrach, it appears that Lydia may have moved to Ohio as 

a young child. When Lydia was only 5, her grandmother died in Ohio in 1786. In 1792, an 

uncle had been killed by Native Americans in Ohio.  Another attack came the following year, 

on Lydia’s brother, another uncle, and her widowed aunt. Two of the aunt’s three young 

children were killed.  (Whites’ Station)  

 

And so, I wonder what hopes and fears Lydia harbored when she married Shadrach the 

following year. Or when she moved a few years later farther north along the Miami River. 

Fortunately, she was not alone. Lydia’s sister and her husband were there. And, soon the 

children began to arrive—Abram, John, Abigail…by the end there would be eleven children. 

 

Then, during the War of 1812, Shadrach left to fight. During part of his tenure, Shadrach 

served as a teamster for the Army, becoming familiar with the land even further north 

along the Auglaize River. By 1818, Shadrach staked his claim on some of that land he had 

seen. Moving with Lydia as well as their grown daughter Abigail and her husband Isaac 

Carey, they became the first settlers in what was to become Paulding County, Ohio. When 

Abigail and Isaac’s son, David, was born on January 21, 1826, he became the first white 

child born in Paulding County, Ohio—a fact I heard again and again growing up. 

 

You see, David Carey would grow up to marry and have children. One of David’s daughters, 

Anna Eliza Carey married Cyrus Bedford May. They were my great-great grandparents, my 

grandfather’s grandparents. And, I was raised to be proud of our pioneer heritage. 

 

https://www.nps.gov/fati/learn/historyculture/the-battle-of-fallen-timbers.htm
https://www.nps.gov/fati/learn/historyculture/the-battle-of-fallen-timbers.htm
https://books.google.com/books?id=eJxABLtxX60C&pg=PA292&lpg=PA292&dq=whites+station+indian+attack+1793&source=bl&ots=e8e56KiOC0&sig=ACfU3U1U4NxiP_tUa96Qt4DZi91ePnUclg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj4oumKn5flAhXOVN8KHRAeC60Q6AEwDXoECAoQAQ#v=onepage&q=whites%20station%20indian%20attack%201793&f=false
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But then I began to read histories of the United States that told a fuller story than simple 

genealogical dates and locations of birth, marriage, and death. I had never heard of St. 

Clair’s Defeat. Can there be pride in knowing that my ancestor, Shadrach, participated in 

fighting against the Shawnee, Miami, and others as they defended their land from white 

settlement? Can there be pride in my country knowing they sent my young 16-year old 

ancestor into a battle for which they were not prepared—blinded by their own bigotry and 

ignorance? St. Clair’s mistakes are glaring even in David McCullough’s celebratory new 

book, The Pioneers:  The Heroic Story of the Settlers Who Brought the American Ideal West. 

 

Is Shadrach a hero? Are Lydia, Abigail, and Isaac heroes for braving the Ohio wilderness to 

establish new white settlements, to give birth to the first white children?   

 

To only tell the story from the point of view of the victor would be so much easier. My 

ancestors would be heroes who helped to expand the nation. But, there’s another side. 

There are also the Shawnees, the Miami, and many more who lost their land and their way 

of life.  

 

There are also multiple stories we can tell about this congregation.  Gathered in 1640 by 

European settlers, we laud their heroism of searching for a new life and more freedom. But 

we are also gathered on land where Nipmuck and Wampanoag once lived. Land that King 

Phillip and his allies fought to reclaim in 1676 when they attacked the Sudbury Plantation.  

 

All I do know for certain is that the stories of war, of European settlement, and of making 

this nation are not simple or one-sided. Whether we are talking about our personal history, 

our family history, or our nation’s history, the stories are often complex, full of hopes and 

fears, loss and longing.   

 

Who gets to tell the story? Whose words and names are used? For example, what do we call 

tomorrow’s holiday? Do we remember Columbus, the European voyager who “discovered” 

the Americas? Or, do we remember the Indigenous People who were already here?  

 

By choosing to tell the complex story, the multiple stories, we begin to tell the full story. As 

persons, families, and as a nation, such complex stories are simply the truth of who we are. 

 

So may it be. 

 

i BOOK TITLE, William Hogeland 
                                                 


