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Flower Sunday All-Church Picnic
11:00am - 1:00pm June 11

First Parish Meetinghouse & Lawn
Don’t miss the end-of-year gala picnic following service on June 11. 
Good food, good fun and good friends! The Community Life Committee 
will provide sandwiches, but needs your help with side dishes. Please 
come and bring something to share with 8 to 10 people: salads (green, 
pasta, bean, etc.), dessert (cookies, squares, etc. which can be picked 
up) or fruit (platter or fruit salad). Click here for on-line sign up and let 
the CLC know what you would like to bring. Address questions to 
communitylife@uuwayland.org.

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b4aa5ad2ba4f94-flower
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b4aa5ad2ba4f94-flower
mailto:communitylife@uuwayland.org?subject=Flower%20Sunday%20Picnic
mailto:communitylife@uuwayland.org?subject=Flower%20Sunday%20Picnic


June 2017           The Wayland Unitarian                  Page 2

A Summer of Sundays
Here is a list of upcoming services and who will be 

leading them, along with information about our programs 
for children and youth where that applies. 
The worship service begins at 10 a.m.

June 4
The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May preaching

Saplings (Birth - 4 yrs.) 10:00 a.m.
Multiage Sunday (Grades K-7) 10:15 a.m.

June 11
Flower Sunday

Homily by the Rev. Dr. Stephanie May
Multigenerational Service

Childcare (Birth - 4 yrs.) available 
in the Heller Room

June 18 – August 13
Summer Services led by a Lay Minister 

and a featured speaker/presenter.
See schedule on page 3 of this issue.

August 20 & August 27
The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May preaching

September 3
Labor Day Weekend

Blessing of the Backpacks
Led by Kate Holland

September 10
Water Sunday

Homily by the Rev. Dr. Stephanie May
Multigenerational Service

Lay Ministers for the Summer
June: Kathleen Lang (508-653-1028)
July: Helen Green (508-358- 6683)
August: Penny Beer (508-358-4437)
Feel free to contact them if you need a ride 
somewhere, meals delivered, or just a friendly, 
confidential visit or chat. 

Minister’s Lunch
Wednesday (not Thursday!)

June 7 at 11:30 a.m. 
in the Sunroom

All are welcome to join our minister, the Rev. Dr. 
Stephanie May, one last time this church year for 
light lunch and good company. RSVP requested, 
but not required: office@uuwayland.org 
508-358-6133. 
NOTE: Schedule considerations necessitated the 
switch to Wednesday this month.

The deadline for the September 2017 
Unitarian is Friday, August 18

For instructions on how to get the word out through our 
various distribution outlets (newsletter, weekly e-blasts, 
etc.), click here or contact Parish Administrator Paige 
O’Brien.

June 4: Last Chance (Until Next Fall)
Equal Exchange Sale

Parish Committee Listening Hour
June 4

in the Sunroom during Coffee Hour
Join members of the Parish Committee to discuss 
current matters at First Parish. Please contact co-
chairs Lynn Trimby or David Wells for more info.

Minister and Staff Summer Schedule
• The Parish Office will be closed June 19-August 25.

Parish Administrator Paige O’Brien and Leo 
Monzon, our bookkeeper, will be monitoring email, 
voicemail, and mail for time sensitive matters.

• Kate Holland on Vacation/Study Leave—July 1-30
• Stephanie May on Vacation/Study Leave—July 1-

August 14
• Polly Oliver, Youth Coordinator Honor Pope-Lance, 

and our new Membership Coordinator will return the 
week of August 28.

mailto:klang38@verizon.net?subject=Lay%20Minister%20question
mailto:klang38@verizon.net?subject=Lay%20Minister%20question
mailto:helenbg@comcast.net?subject=Lay%20Minister%20request
mailto:helenbg@comcast.net?subject=Lay%20Minister%20request
mailto:pdbeer@comcast.net?subject=Lay%20Minister%20question
mailto:pdbeer@comcast.net?subject=Lay%20Minister%20question
mailto:office@uuwayland.org?subject=Minister's%20Lunch
mailto:office@uuwayland.org?subject=Minister's%20Lunch
http://www.uuwayland.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/FP-Congregation-Notification-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.uuwayland.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/FP-Congregation-Notification-Guidelines.pdf
mailto:office@uuwayland.org?subject=
mailto:office@uuwayland.org?subject=
mailto:office@uuwayland.org?subject=
mailto:office@uuwayland.org?subject=
mailto:lynn.trimby@gmail.com?subject=Parish%20Committee
mailto:lynn.trimby@gmail.com?subject=Parish%20Committee
mailto:davidbwells@yahoo.com?subject=Parish%20Committee
mailto:davidbwells@yahoo.com?subject=Parish%20Committee
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Within the life of a New England Unitarian Universalist congregation, June marks the 
transition to a quieter rhythm with summer services in the Vestry after a busy program 
year of worship services in the Sanctuary, classes for all ages, committee meetings, and 
events of all kinds. (I’m so grateful to the Summer Services team for working to keep 
our doors open all summer long!) Such times of transition are often moments to reflect 
on what is and is not changing—of what is foundational.
In thinking about what is foundational to First Parish, the image of a three-legged stool 
came to mind. Mathematicians and woodworkers agree that a 3-legged stool is more 
stable than a 4-legged stool. If First Parish were a three-legged stool, I think the legs 
would be: the search for truth and meaning, caring for each other, and working together 

for a better world.
In his role of Outreach Coordinator this year, Sam interviewed a number of you to better understand what brings 
you to First Parish and why you stay. The hope was to understand both who is already here and what might bring 
others to our community. What he learned is that all three of the legs of the First Parish stool are important. Some 
come for the music or sermons, while others emphasize the importance of a caring community. Still others point to 
the work of social action. Different people may be drawn 
more to one ‘leg’ than another, but as a congregation we 
are all three elements.
So what holds these three ‘legs’ together? What is the 
‘seat’ of the stool? Looking again to our covenant, I see 
the commitment to an open mind and a loving spirit as 
key. An open mind retains an attitude of curiosity and a 
loving spirit nurtures kindness across difference.
I understand these two elements as essential for creating 
a community in which we have differing preferences and 
opinions about why we come and what is important. 
Perhaps you don’t care a whit whether the choir sings 
Mendelssohn or Jason Shelton, but still you value the 
time they give and the joy received by many from the 
beautiful music in worship. Maybe you’re not one to join 
in a protest march or perhaps even disagree on the 
issue, but you respect the passion of those who march or 
engage in a civil discussion about the issue. Or, you may 
appreciate the social action projects and the music, but 
you direct your energy to sending cards to those who are 
struggling or to offering a listening ear, perhaps in the 
knitting circle.
A three-legged stool needs each leg or it becomes 
unsteady. Seeking meaning. Caring for the community.  
Engaging in social action. These are three legs in our 
stool held together by a posture of an open mind and a 
loving heart. The image may be simple, but the reality 
can be one of tensions and disagreements as well as of 
opportunities for learning about others and their reasons 
for being a part of First Parish.
Whatever brings you to First Parish, I’m glad you’re here!

Stephanie 
The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May

Reflections from Stephanie

Summer Services 2017
Lay-led services will be held each Sunday throughout 
the summer, June 18 - August 13, after which Rev. 
Stephanie and First Parish staff will take over. 

Most of the Summer services will convene in the 
Vestry but be structured similar to our regular church 
services, including time for prayer/meditation and, of 
course, coffee hour. There will be no choir but many 
weeks will feature live music.

NOTE: Full schedule is still pending. Some topics 
and/or presenters may change as we fill in the 
blanks. When possible, updates will be sent via the 
church’s web site and E-blasts.

June 18  “Fathers and Songs about Fathers”
Presenter: Deborah Pope-Lance

June 25 ”Yoga Mind Body Spirit”
Presenter: Karen Kwass

July 2 TBA

July 9 “When Good Ideas Go Wrong”
Presenter: Matt Shear

July 16 “Earth Centered Ritual”
Presenters: Suzanne Reitz & Sandy Hoyt

July 23 “(A Youth) Perpsective”
Presenter: Elizabeth Lewis

July 30 - August 13: TBA
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Parish Committee Report

Many, many thanks to Co-Chairs Lynn Trimby and 
David Wells who worked tirelessly in guiding the 
Parish Committee this year. David is cycling off the 
Parish Committee after four years of service, as is 
Nancy Slocum.
Welcome to Amy Meneely and ThaddeusThompson, 
who have been elected to four-year terms. Laurie Bent 
will continue as Treasurer. Kathy Genovese and Keith 
Sims will co-chair the Parish Committee next year, and 
Lynn Trimby will serve as Clerk.
The Parish Committee met twice in May: for our 
regular meeting of May 11, and a special meeting on 
May 22, following the Annual Meeting.
MAY 11 MEETING
• We received and discussed the staff reports of 

Rev. May, Kate Holland and Sam Teitel, which are 
included in Stephanie’s, Kate’s and Sam’s reports 
elsewhere in this Newsletter.

• Jenny Silberman gave a report of the first, 
organizing meeting of the LMC fund committee, 
which includes Sepi Hashemi, Suzanne Tiberii, 
Chris Stix, Phil Giudice and Molly Beard.

• Ann Gordon gave a progress report on the 
development of a new church logo.  Several 
designs and “taglines” were discussed; Ann will 
relay the comments to the others in that group 
(Stephanie, Sepi Hashemi, Roger Horine, Dan 
Lewis and Casey Winthrop), with the hope that 
further iterations will be presented before the end 
of the church year.

• Treasurer Laurie Bent reviewed fiscal matters. 
Some expenses where higher than anticipated, but 
the great majority were in line with expectations. 
Reminders for pledges made in past years for 
2016-2017 and earlier are having good results.

New initiatives this year included: (1) opening an 
office credit card account, to simplify cash flow for 
routine expenditures: (2) opening a PayPal 
account to provide another avenue for donations 
and pledge payments, and an additional method 
for the office to pay small bills; (3) changing from a 
monthly payroll to a bi-weekly payroll, in 
compliance with Massachusetts state law: (4) 
reviewing and standardizing our reimbursement 
system; (5) reviewing the market for insurance 
costs and concluding that our current provider is 
giving the best value for our money.

New initiatives for the coming year are: (1) 
improving efficiency by coordinating the systems 
for accounting and for building the budget; (2) 
increasing budgetary transparency for the various 
First Parish committees, by enabling each 
committee to have regular access to information 
regarding its budget. This initiative will tie in to a 
broader Parish Committee initiative to place 
additional information on the First Parish website, 
with access to information available as appropriate 
and needed.

We appreciate Laurie’s perseverance and attention to 
detail as she assumed the role of Treasurer this year. 
She credited valuable assistance from the Finance 
Committee, past Treasurer Clare Lewis, bookkeeper 
Leo Monzon and Paige O’Brien.
* Budget Discussion

Using a spreadsheet, Susie Keyes reviewed the 
actuals to budget for the current year. It’s expected 
that we will end the year with a deficit that will be 
able to be covered from several reserve funds.
For the 2017-2018 budget, we reviewed and 
discussed a second spreadsheet provided by 
Susie. That budget and the Finance Committee’s 
accompanying comments are included elsewhere 
in the Newsletter.

The Parish Committee is profoundly grateful for the 
Finance Committee’s careful and dedicated work 
again this year.
MAY 22 SPECIAL PARISH COMMITTEE MEETING
Co-chairs David Wells and Lynn Trimby called a 
special meeting of the Parish Committee to review the 
discussion at the Annual Meeting concerning the 
severance package to be offered to Oscar Vasquez. 
Representatives of the Parish Committee were unable 
to deliver the severance offer directly to Oscar 
because he has retained an attorney. As is customary, 
communications now must flow between our attorney 
and Oscar’s attorney. As of May 30, discussions are 
ongoing.
FINALLY, WITH GRATITUDE
We are deeply grateful for the dedicated work of all the 
staff, and generous support and service by all in our 
community who contributed to First Parish’s vibrancy 
in this past year.

Beth Butler, for the Parish Committee
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This month in Spiritual and Ethical Exploration -- Kate Holland, DLSEE*
*Director of Lifespan Spiritual and Ethical Exploration

This has been an exciting year here at First Parish. We have had great programming in 
our SEEK program. Some of the highlights have been:
•Offering the new Saplings class curriculum to our 2 to 4 year olds
•Starting a Spirit Play classroom for out kindergarten to 4th graders
•Having a fun Popcorn Theology classroom for our 5th to 7th graders
•A great year at both Middle School and HS Youth Group under Sam’s leadership.

We have also had some great events that have given us all time to connect with one another outside of 
Sunday mornings. A few of those have been:

• A Halloween night kick-off pizza party. Dinner and treats were provided for the kids to start their 
night of Trick or Treating.

• A family STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) Night, where the kids did fun and 
challenging activities around archeology and rocket science.

• A great Art A’Bloom show
• A family BBQ with hot dogs, hamburgers and fun!!!

We have also had great Adult programs this year like:
• The Tickling Giants screening
• Author talk from Caroline Light on her book Stand your Ground

This year, as was apparent on membership Sunday, we have seen many new people come to join us. 
[Editor’s note: See photo immediately below.] I am excited about the traditions we will carry on and the new 
programming we will be putting into place as we continue to grow together as a community. Kate

Men's Book Club
Thursday, June 1, 8 p.m.

Stokey Library
Is there a vast right-wing 
conspiracy? We'll discuss 
that when we review Dark 
Money: the hidden history 
of the billionaires behind 
the rise of the radical right, 
by Jane Mayer at our next 
meeting.
New guys are especially 
welcome. Questions? 
Contact Keith Sims.

ORGAN AND TRUMPET RECITAL
Sunday, June 4, 2:30 p.m., Sanctuary

Polly Oliver, First Parish Music 
Director, and Charlie Anderson. 
First Parish member, will present 
a one-hour program of music for 
organ and organ with trumpet. 
Organ works include J.S. Bach's 
Prelude and Fugue in b Minor, 
the Toccata from Charles-Marie 
Widor's Symphony for Organ 
No. 5, and Jehan Alain's 
Litanies. Works with trumpet 
include a Bach aria, a suite of Renaissance dances, and a 
piece by the Estonian composer Ester Mägi.

http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/215462/dark-money-by-jane-mayer/9780307947901/
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/215462/dark-money-by-jane-mayer/9780307947901/
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/215462/dark-money-by-jane-mayer/9780307947901/
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/215462/dark-money-by-jane-mayer/9780307947901/
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/215462/dark-money-by-jane-mayer/9780307947901/
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/215462/dark-money-by-jane-mayer/9780307947901/
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/215462/dark-money-by-jane-mayer/9780307947901/
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/215462/dark-money-by-jane-mayer/9780307947901/
mailto:kkssiimmss11@verizon.net?subject=FPW%20Men's%20Book%20Club
mailto:kkssiimmss11@verizon.net?subject=FPW%20Men's%20Book%20Club
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situation. The reality, 
however, is that we are doing 
quite well. We are present, we 
are engaged, and we are 
growing. 
It has been an incredible joy 
to work with you all this year. I 
have learned so much, and I 
have had so many meaningful and important 
conversations. I am so proud of the work that we have 
done this year, and I am excited to see the work that will 
get done at First Parish in the future.

YOUTH PERSPECTIVE
In the Outreach Coordinator column I gave my heartfelt 
goodbye to the adults in the congregation, so in this 
column I’m just going to write to the youth. Adults, you 
can still read if you want to.
To the youth of First Parish in Wayland, I just want to 
reiterate what I have said a million times already: Don’t 
sit in my chair. Also, I want to reiterate another thing: 
This is your church. This is not your parents’ church, this 
is not your grandparents’ church, this is not Stephanie’s 
church, this is your church. It is those other people’s 
church too, but not any more than it is yours. You are a 
part of the First Parish community, and the community 
needs you just as much as you need it. Please don’t ever 
forget that. 
I often tell people, “The youth are not the future of the 
church; the youth are the present of the church.” And I 
mean it. What I will add, though, is that while we (I’m 
including myself here as another relatively young UU) are 
not the future of the church, we are in charge of the 
future of the church. We are the ones who will be 
steering the UU ship long after the people currently in 
charge are gone. This means that we need to be present 
now, that we need to be involved now, so that when it is 
time for us to eventually take the helm, we will be well 
equipped to do so. So, stay involved. Stay present. Being 
deeply involved in a religious community is difficult and 
time consuming and often heartbreaking. And still, I 
implore you to stick around, to dig in, and to stay present 
in UU community into the future.
Of all of the brilliant teachers and mentors that I have 
had in my career, none of them have been more valuable 
teachers to me than you all have been. I will miss you all 
more than I can say.
Thanks and many blessings,
Rev. Sam Teitel

OUTREACH COORDINATOR
My friends,
What a year we have had. It is truly bizarre to think that 
this is the last time that I will write to you in the Unitarian. 
Still, all wonderful things, including my time serving as 
the Outreach and Youth Coordinator at First Parish, must 
eventually come to an end. I’ve been doing a lot of 
thinking and reflecting over the past few weeks about my 
time at First Parish and what it has meant to me and to 
the congregation, and what parting words of wisdom I 
can offer. 
To be as blunt as I can be: You are doing great. First 
Parish in Wayland is, all things considered, in amazing 
shape. The congregation has been through more 
transition and turmoil in the past five years than any 
congregation I have ever heard of. And still, growth is 
happening rather quickly. Something that is worth always 
bearing in mind when we think about church growth is 
that churches are institutions that just work in a different 
way than most other institutions in our world. We live in a 
world where something can get popular online and 
suddenly become an overnight sensation. Many things in 
our world move and grow very, very quickly. That isn’t 
necessarily a bad thing, but it can also lead us to have 
unrealistic expectations about things that don’t move 
and grow as quickly. Healthy church growth, for a 
congregation of our size, happens really slowly. Always. 
It takes years. And that is a good thing. Church growth 
that is too fast can create a shock to the system and 
ultimately do more harm than good. For a congregation 
of our size, we are growing about as fast as we 
realistically can or should. Still, I hear many members of 
our community express to me that they are still having 
anxiety about our growth. That concern makes sense to 
me, as First Parish has not grown back to the size that it 
was about a decade ago, but I don’t know if it is 
necessary. Churches can shrink much faster than they 
can grow. I have told Stephanie a couple of times (and 
told you all already in my annual report), that First Parish 
doesn’t have a problem with growth, First Parish has a 
problem with anxiety about growth.
This year we have introduced some mechanisms into the 
system that will help the congregation continue to grow – 
we have the Lead Greeter role, The Lime Cards, and – 
soon -- the new logo. We are on the right track. This year 
we did grow when most UU churches shrank. We gained 
some new, young families, when most UU churches are 
losing young people. If you only look at First Parish in 
Wayland, it can be easy to assume the worst about our 

Side by Side by Rev. Sam
This month’s thoughts from the Reverend Sam Teitel

our Coordinator for Youth and Outreach
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Questions. Discussions.
And sometimes even answers.

THEOLOGY
TUESDAY, June 6, 7:00pm

@ The Local
400 Boston Post Rd., Wayland

ON TAP
Join Rev. Stephanie and 

your First Parish friends for 
conversation and conviviality.

A BIG THANK YOU to all who made Community 
Life so vibrant this year! If I named everyone, this 
article would exceed all limits so please know I am 
talking to you if you are a committee member, a 
Winter Session program leader or one of the many 
enthusiastic participants, part of the news staff that 
got the word out, a behind the scenes person who 
put things together for us, a provider of delicious 
food for our picnics… that’s just about everyone! If 
you’re frowning and thinking you missed your 
chance, never fear. We will be back next year with a 
fabulous Coffee House (Save-the-Date: Nov. 4), 
Winter Session 2018 and more! Please be in touch 
over the summer with your great ideas and offers to 
make things HAPPEN! Thanks!

Lynne Lipcon, CLC Chair

PS - Want to stay connected over the summer? 
How about…

KNIT 1, LAUGH 2
Wednesdays (mostly)
The knitters will continue to meet over the 
summer–– first Tuesday of the month is off site and 
thereafter on Wednesdays in the church. This is a 
very welcoming group. New to knitting? A seasoned 
knitter? Somewhere in between? All levels and all 
fiber arts welcome. The group meets from 7 to 9 
p.m. Please contact Greta Stone (508- 358-4729) to 
confirm date and exact location.

MAKE-YOUR-OWN MEETUP
Any day, any time
Summer is a great time for a meet up. Is there a 
movie you want to see, a restaurant you are dying 
to try or a hike that’s calling your name? Why not 
post what you are doing on our social network 
page or FB page and see who wants to meet up? 
It’s a great way to keep in touch over the summer. 
Need help with posting? Just email your Meetup to 
CommunityLife@uuwayland.org

Living our UU Values
A Successful Campaign

We are just closing out a very successful Canvass 
Campaign for 2017.
The theme was Living our UU Values. As of May 17, 
2017 we had received pledges from 141 families or 
individuals, totaling over $339,500. This was 103% of 
our original goal. We are very grateful for this high 
level of support for the operations of First Parish in 
fiscal year 2018.

In addition we originated the Lydia Maria Child Fund 
during this campaign. This separate fundraising effort 
was targeted to fund a multi-year series of new 
initiatives involving members of the church in social 
activism. The very high level of support for this new 
fund was extremely gratifying. During this campaign, 
103 families or individuals pledged over $166,000 to 
this new fund. Thank you all.
24 members or staff of First Parish participated in 
making this campaign a success. Our thanks and 
appreciation for all this work goes out to all of the 
volunteers and staff who participated. Thank you.

Co-Chairs of Living our UU Values Campaign
Ross Trimby & Bill Morrison

mailto:communitylife@uuwayland.org
mailto:communitylife@uuwayland.org
mailto:CommunityLife@uuwayland.org
mailto:CommunityLife@uuwayland.org
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What a year for the First Parish music program! I hope you enjoyed it as much as I, the choir, the Areen Bell 
choir and extended family of church family musicians and others enjoyed bringing it to you. Here are some 
highlights for this month, this year, and looking forward into 2017-2018’s year in music at First Parish. 

First, please consider attending the final major musical event of our church year, an Organ and Trumpet 
concert on June 4. Please join Polly and Charlie Anderson as they combine forces to deliver a terrific 
musical program. 

A terrific year for music. The report the Music Committee and I delivered for inclusion in the annual report 
was inadvertently the longest we’ve submitted in years – probably a tribute to our collective verbosity than 
anything else – but it also illustrates the many positive things that happened in a very busy musical season. 
Whether we look at the new members who are making a big contribution to fill out the sound of the choir so 
nicely (there is room for more of you, if you are ready to take the plunge!), the Music Sunday performances, 
or the participation of young members of the church who lend their growing talent to church services, there 
is a lot happening! And we continue to diversify the scope of our musical offerings to reflect the world 
around us while continuing to offer some of the classics we’re also fond of performing. 

How the budget helped us do more for the music program this year. A word about our budget. It was 
increased for 2017 after being flat-funded for a number of years, and we’ve been using it carefully to 
enhance our musical offerings and to carry out a few “catch-up” projects. Some are small, like a purchase 
of a bongo drum to accompany the increasingly diverse range of music we are offering. Some are larger 
investments, such as a scheduled June piano repair – known as regulation – to improve the playability of 
the beautiful Steinway instrument that Hattie Best gifted to the church many years ago.  

Here is another example where we’ve taken advantage of an uptick in funding: it has been years since we 
have presented a fully orchestrated Music Sunday performance, and this Spring’s Schubert Mass in G Major 
in April, with its enhanced orchestration, allowed us to deliver something unique in a church of our size. 
Most of our Music Sundays are significant events, but to deliver something a bit bigger than usual is a 
terrific honor, and we sincerely appreciate the church community’s support of events such as this.  Ted 
Pease’s terrific composition, “In That One Word,” was enhanced in its third performance in as many years 
by augmenting our talented First Parish brass players with a pair of professionals, giving the piece a sheen 
and power that enhanced its impact just a few weeks ago.

Looking to next year. Good things are happening right now that will enhance our ability to bring the church 
community another strong music program in the coming church year. We are fortunate to have many 
church members who respond in various positive ways to the power and healing aspects of music on offer, 
either by participating directly or by contributing generously in other, equally important ways. 

We as musicians and singers are very grateful for such support. We strive to respond in kind with the best 
music we can make as we travel together on our spiritual journey. 

Sincerely,

Polly Oliver, Music Director
Kathleen Lang and Jay Woodruff, Music Committee co-chairs

by Polly Oliver, 
Music Director and Organist



June 2017           The Wayland Unitarian                  Page 9

Coming Through for Turning Point
May is a very busy month, at First Parish, and, it 
seems, just about everywhere else, but our dedicated 
cooks and bakers came through for Turning Point as 
they always seem to do. Lea Anderson and Melinda 
Morgan provided lots of savory chili, while Kathleen 
Lang brought enough bread and butter for everyone 
(and to spare!). Barb Heffner and Janice Rudolf both 
stepped up for dessert, so again, there was lots to 
choose from. Peggy Holland and Marney Ives were our 
drivers this month, whisking everything efficiently to 
Turning Point. Chris Orcutt was out sick, and asked 
them to leave the food on the steps, but sure enough, 
as they drove off, someone stepped out to wave a 
thank-you!

Thanks to the generosity of our congregation, this 
year’s shared plate gave us $442.50. Our costs are 
estimated at $550 for next year, plus a small reserve. 
We buy the summer meals with this money, and the 
chili tins and lids for our cooks and bakers. With 
unspent reserves from prior years, the plate left our 
4/30/17 balance at $850.36, enough to cover our 
budget and set aside a special gift of about $100 for 
some item Turning Point needs. The Committee will be 
consulting Chris Orcutt about an appropriate gift.

But we have one chili meal yet to go, on June 12, and 
we still need dessert, fruit and bread and butter. 
Please consider getting involved this month. If you 
have questions, please speak to any member of the 
Turning Point Committee: Peggy Holland, Sandy Hoyt, 
Marney Ives, Melinda Morgan, Suzanne Reitz, Annie 
Stubbs, Deb Stubeda and Penny Wilson.

Penny Wilson, for the Turning Point Committee

It’s Summertime! Donate 
your books to the Rummage 
Book Cart. Sponsored by the 
Rummage Committee and 
located in the Commons, the 
goal of the cart is to inspire 
folks to donate, borrow, or 
buy good books and 
fundraise all year long

Women’s Alliance Awards its Rummage 
Benevolences - and Two Bonuses!

At a meeting on May 14, members of the Women’s 
Alliance voted to make the following charitable gifts 
from the proceeds of this year’s Rummage Sale:
Partakers $700
Peronia Adolescente $500
Room to Read $300
Sudbury Wayland Lincoln Domestic Violence 
Roundtable $500
UU Urban Ministry $2,500
The Alliance also appropriated $940.11 from its 
reserves to support the First Parish operating 
budget. That amount added to the already pledged 
$7,559.89 from the Rummage Sale brought the total 
amount for the operating budget to $8,500.
The Alliance also approved a proposal from John 
Thompson, chair of the Interiors Committee and 
member of the Grounds and Landscaping 
Committee, to help fund plantings on the west side 
of the property near the Commons and possibly a 
blue stone terrace at the base of the deck stairs. A 
total of $3,000 was approved: $1,665.91 from 
Alliance reserves and $1,334.09 from the Rummage 
Sale Gift Pledge.

Team Eric Chase Blood Drive
Saturday, June 10, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Wayland High School Cafeteria

Eric was a 2008 graduate of Wayland High School. Eric 
donated blood regularly until he was diagnosed with 
Leukemia. During his illness, he needed many blood 
products. Team Eric has organized the 5th Eric Chase 
Memorial Blood Drive to give back.

Photo at right: Eric with his mom, Nikki Fidele. →

http://teamericchase.com/
http://teamericchase.com/
http://teamericchase.com/
http://teamericchase.com/
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REPORT ON THE MAY 21, 2017 ANNUAL MEETING
At the Annual Meeting, the slate of officers and committee members submitted by the Nominating Committee was 
approved unanimously. They are as follows:

Position! Nominee(s)! Term Expires
Moderator! Lea Anderson! 2018
Treasurer! Laurie Bent! 2018
Clerk! Lynn Trimby ! 2018
Parish Committee! Elizabeth Butler (1-year term)! 2018
! Thaddeus Thompson (4-year term)! 2021
! Amy Meneely (4-year term)! 2021
Trustees! Lawrence Green (Current Chair)! 2018
! Ross Trimby ! 2018
! Charles Anderson! 2018
! Barbara Buell! 2018
! William Jacques! 2018
Nominating Committee! Lynne Morrison (Chair)! 2018
! Clare Lewis! 2018
! Bradford Carver! 2018
! Deborah Stubeda! 2018

Susie Keyes presented and reviewed the FY2017-2018 Annual Budget, which the Finance Committee 
recommended and the Parish Committee approved at its May 11 meeting.
Lynn Trimby and David Wells, co-chairs of the Parish Committee, reviewed the Committee's difficult decision to 
outsource cleaning and maintenance of the buildings, and discontinue the position of sexton. Lynn and David 
explained that this change had been proposed and discussed a number of times in recent years. In the current 
year, the Parish and Finance Committees undertook a closer look at the costs and benefits of outsourcing these 
services, discovering that many other churches in the area have adopted this route with good results. Lynn and 
David recognized the work and dedication of Oscar Vasquez, who served as our sexton for almost 17 years. They 
related that the close relationships formed over that time made the Parish Committee’s decision to eliminate 
Oscar’s position very painful. They reported that the Parish Committee had voted to provide a fair severance 
package to Oscar, in recognition of his years of service.
There followed an extended period of questions and comments about this and a few other aspects of the budget. 
Many people expressed appreciation for Oscar’s loyalty and work over the years; a number of people asked how 
this change could be reversed or postponed. David, Lynn, Stephanie, Susie and Jim Kitendaugh provided more 
information as they could, given the situation that Oscar’s severance package was not finalized. Lea Anderson 
moderated the meeting with sensitivity and patience. The discussion was respectful.
A motion was made and passed that, “in recognition of and appreciation for Oscar Vasquez’ long service and our 
affection for Oscar Vasquez as a person, we express our sense to the Parish Committee and its representatives 
that the package we offer to Oscar Vasquez be completely generous”
When there were no further questions or comments, a motion to approve the proposed budget was passed 
unanimously.
The informative Annual Report (thank you, Paige O’Brien), distributed at the meeting, contains reviews of the 
year’s activities from the Parish Committee and many other committees, Rev. May, Kate Holland and Sam Teitel. 
Print copies are available in the Parish Office, and a full-color version is available online.
Respectfully submitted,
Beth Butler
Clerk of the Parish Committee

https://www.uuwayland.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/FPW-FY18-Budget-Presented-at-annual-Meeting.pdf
https://www.uuwayland.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/FPW-FY18-Budget-Presented-at-annual-Meeting.pdf
https://www.uuwayland.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/2017-Annual-Report-1.pdf
https://www.uuwayland.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/2017-Annual-Report-1.pdf
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The Wayland Unitarian is the monthly newsletter of 
the First Parish in Wayland, a Unitarian Universalist 
congregation. Weekly calendar announcements are 
listed in the Order of Service available at the Sunday 
service, and a full calendar of events is posted on 
our website, www.uuwayland.org, and on 
Facebook at facebook.com/fpw1815

Parish Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Office Phone Number: 508-358-6133 

Our Staff
Kate Holland, Director of Lifespan Spiritual and 
Ethical Exploration
508-358-6133 ext. 404, kholland@uuwayland.org  
Polly Oliver, Music Director and Organist
978-369-0886, pauline01742@gmail.com 
Sam Teitel, Outreach & Youth Coordinator 
508-358-6133, steitel@uuwayland.org
Paige O’Brien, Parish Administrator 
508-358-6133, ext. 402, office@uuwayland.org 
Oscar Vasquez, Sexton 
508-358-6133, oscarvsqz@aol.com 
Michelle Poch & Christine Bracken, Childcare 
508-358-6133

Worship Service 
and SEEK (Spiritual & Ethical Exploration for Kids)
Sundays at 10 am

Location and Address
First Parish is located at 225 Boston Post Road in 
Wayland, Massachusetts, at the corner of Routes 
20, 126 and 27. Our mailing address is: P.O. Box 
397, Wayland MA 01778.

Our Ministers
The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May, Minister 
508-358-6133 ext. 403, smay@uuwayland.org 

The Rev. Ken Sawyer, Minister Emeritus
The Rev. Dr. Deborah Pope-Lance, Affiliate 
Minister revdpl@gmail.com 

First Parish in Wayland,
A Unitarian Universalist
Congregation

First Parish Pantry Garden:
Peas and Peppers on the Way

Pickup Truck Needed
The gates are unlocked and the water is turned on at the 
Wayland Community Garden. At First Parish’s Pantry 
Garden, we planted peas (snap and snow) and chicory 
seedlings between the garlic. Eggplant, peppers, 
tomatoes, leeks and scallions are still under the lights at 
home. Joanne Barnett has offered us composted pony 
manure and Molly Faulkner plans on renting a trailer to 
pick this up for our garden – unless she can score a 
pickup truck from someone in the congregation? If you 
can help, write to Molly Faulkner.

http://www.uuwayland.org
http://www.uuwayland.org
mailto:kholland@uuwayland.org
mailto:kholland@uuwayland.org
mailto:pauline01742@gmail.com
mailto:pauline01742@gmail.com
mailto:steitel@uuwayland.org?subject=
mailto:steitel@uuwayland.org?subject=
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
mailto:oscarvsqz@aol.com
mailto:oscarvsqz@aol.com
mailto:smay@uuwayland.org
mailto:smay@uuwayland.org
mailto:revdpl@gmail.com
mailto:revdpl@gmail.com
mailto:farringtonfamily1@verizon.net?subject=FPW%20Pantry%20Garden
mailto:farringtonfamily1@verizon.net?subject=FPW%20Pantry%20Garden

