
Winter	Session	2017	
Book	Suggestions	from	the	Men’s	Book	Club	and	Marching	Band	

	
Below	are	ten	books	recently	read	by	the	Men’s	Book	Club	with	some	of	the	group’s	observations,	edited	
from	their	minutes.	The	Men’s	Book	Club	meets	the	first	Thursday	of	every	month,	September	to	June,	
and	is	always	happy	to	have	new	readers	join	them.	For	more	info,	speak	to	Keith	Sims.		

Starred	books	are	Keith’s	top	picks.	
	

The	Art	Forger,	by	B.	A.	Shapiro.	This	was	a	fictional	twist	on	the	famous	Gardner	art	theft,	wherein	a	
struggling	artist	who	copied	masterpieces	entered	into	a	Faustian	bargain	with	a	powerful	gallery	owner	
to	copy	a	Degas,	which	the	owner	thought	authentic,	in	exchange	for	some	money	and	a	one-woman	
show	in	his	famous	gallery.	But	the	artist	discovered	that	the	"true"	painting	was	a	fake,	so	she	was	
copying	a	copy.	Eventually	she	sleuthed	the	real	original.	Some	of	us	admired	the	technical	discussions	
of	oil	painting,	which	were	brought	out	during	her	detective	work.	The	ending	was	a	bit	disappointing,	as	
it	seemed	to	be	a	little	contrived.	But	in	general	it	was	a	good	read.	
		
Who	Cooked	Adam	Smith's	Dinner?,	by	Katrine	Marcal.	The	author	made	some	telling	points	in	
criticizing	the	founder	of	the	discipline	of	economics,	Adam	Smith.	She	believed	that	his	economic	model	
was	seriously	flawed	and	that	many	unfortunately	still	view	economics	this	way.	Not	only	does	Smith's	
concept	of	the	"rising	hand"	of	economic	man's	quantifiable	individual	strivings	fail	to	include	those	that	
provide	much	of	our	caregiving,	often	represented	disproportionally	by	women,	but	it	also	does	not	
include	the	impact	of	having	insufficient	government	regulation,	the	tendency	of	capitalism	toward	
inequality,	and	social	overhead	costs.	Would	that	she	had	offered	an	alternative	theory.	
		
Black	Hole	Blues	and	Other	Songs	from	Outer	Space,	by	Janna	Levin.	This	book	told	the	story	of	how	
gravity	waves	resulting	from	the	collision	of	black	holes	were	finally	measured.	Starting	from	a	"crazy	
idea"	to	prove	Einstein's	1916	hypothesis	of	their	existence,	hundreds	of	scientists	labored	for	decades	
to	build	devices	in	Washington	and	Louisiana	for	the	measurement	of	these	space-time	
distorting	waves,	finally	succeeding	just	recently.	The	consensus	was	that	the	portrayal	
of	the	aspirations	and	challenges	of	these	scientists	made	the	book	all	the	more	
readable.	Whether	anything	practical	comes	from	this	exercise	remains	to	be	seen.	
But	it	is	a	fine	example	of	humanity's	eternal	quest	for	knowledge.		
	

	Missoula:	Rape	and	the	Justice	System	in	a	College	Town,	by	Jon	Krakauer.	Though	some	felt	
the	author’s	reporting	of	campus	rapes	in	Montana	was	flawed,	others	felt	this	was	a	page-turning	book	
that	vividly	described	what	these	young	women	and	men	had	gone	through	and	how	ineffectively	our	
justice	system	was	at	fairly	dealing	with	the	incidents.	We	had	a	long	discussion	of	our	own	experiences	
where	members	of	college	sports	teams	were	treated	deferentially	in	their	communities,	and	one	
member	described	becoming	aware	of	an	incident	where	a	friend	was	a	victim	of	violence	against	
women.		We	all	were	shocked	at	the	national	figures	presented	in	the	book	on	the	prevalence	of	
unreported	violence	against	women	and	the	unsuccessful	prosecution	of	male	offenders,	and	many	
were	surprised	at	how	our	criminal	justice	system	actually	dealt	with	rape	cases.																																																																																																												
		

	In	the	Kingdom	of	Ice:	The	Grand	and	Terrible	Voyage	of	the	USS	Jeannette,	by	Hampton	
Sides.	This	book	is	a	scientific	adventure	story,	set	in	the	context	of	no	radio	and	the	recently	invented	
electric	lights	and	telephone.	Many	interesting	characters	including	Bennett,	the	newspaper	mogul,	
Delong,	the	protagonist,	and	Delong's	wife,	Emma,	who	was	his	equal	partner	(they	had	a	true	love	



union).	Delong	exhibited	resilience,	resolve,	capability,	and	leadership	in	his	naval	career	and	showed	
admirable	character	in	this	ill-fated	and	eye-opening	expedition.		
	
Idiot	America:	How	Stupidity	Became	a	Virtue	in	the	Land	of	the	Free,	by	Charles	Pierce.	This	book	
described	with	humor	and	profound	disquiet	how	the	scientific	method	has	been	devalued	and	cranks	
can	cherry-pick	data	to	support	ideas.	In	“Idiot	America”	the	following	are	true:	Any	theory	is	valid	if	it	
moves	units,	anything	is	true	if	expressed	loudly	enough,	fact	is	what	enough	people	believe,	and	truth	
is	measured	by	how	fervently	they	believe	it.	The	author	said	that	citizen	participation	is	critical	to	good	
governance,	but	only	when	applying	the	scientific	method	to	assumptions	that	do	not	conflict	with	
reality.		
	
H	is	for	Hawk,	by	Helen	Macdonald.	In	this	well	and	richly	written	book,	the	author	narrated	a	
compelling	psychological	journey	in	which	she	sublimated	her	grief	for	the	sudden	loss	of	her	beloved	
father	through	training	the	most	challenging	of	hawks.	She	became	increasingly	withdrawn	from	human	
society	as	she	learned	to	read	the	mind	of	her	goshawk.	She	finally	realized	she	was	becoming	too	much	
like	the	hawk,	decided	that	she	did	not	want	to	be	like	that,	sought	counseling,	and	gradually	returned	
to	a	healthier	reality.	The	detailed	lore	of	falconry	was	fascinating,	and	it	was	a	riveting	journey.		
		

	Just	Mercy:	A	Story	of	Justice	and	Redemption,	by	Bryan	Stevenson.	This	book	detailed	the	
institutional	framework	that	militates	against	poor	people	in	this	country—especially	those	of	color—
including	ingrained	patterns	of	bigotry	and	discrimination	and	failures	of	law	enforcement,	prosecutors,	
judges,	public	defenders,	and	penal	personnel.	It	also	covered	the	problem	of	mass	incarceration	
resulting	from	the	so-called	war	on	drugs	and	the	entrenchment	of	the	bloated	prison	industry	that	was	
spawned.	We	were	greatly	inspired	by	the	author's	humanity	and	persistence	against	great	odds	to	
bring	more	justice	with	mercy	into	our	world.		
		
The	Wright	Brothers,	by	David	McCullough.	The	book	chronicled	the	ingenuity,	bravery,	
and	determination	of	Wilbur	and	Orville	Wright,	who	invented	the	airplane	during	an	age	of	invention.	
Clearly,	their	sister	Katherine	gave	them	solid	support,	and	their	preacher	father	gave	them	a	love	
of	learning	and	encouraged	them	to	think	independently.	One	essential	takeaway	is	that	these	two	
brothers,	starting	from	very	poor	beginnings,	with	their	own	funds	and	no	government	help	before	they	
succeeded,	successfully	integrated	theory	and	practice	as	self-taught	scientists	and	engineers	to	make	
something	work	where	others	with	substantially	more	assets	could	not.	
		
The	Girl	with	Seven	Names,	by	Hyeonseo	Lee.	This	book	told	the	fascinating	tale	of	a	14-year-old	girl’s	
escape	from	a	brutal	North	Korea	and	her	subsequent	rescue	of	the	family	she	left	behind.	The	
oppressive	conditions	and	cult	of	personality	in	North	Korea	have	been	reported	frequently.	We	also	
learned	about	the	black	market	and	endemic	bribery	in	North	Korea,	which	flourish	because	no	one	
could	survive	on	normal	salaries,	and	about	people’s	constant	fear	of	being	informed	on.	One	episode	in	
the	book	led	us	to	a	discussion	of	times	when	strangers	helped	us	through	acts	of	kindness.		
		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Winter	Session	is	brought	to	you	by	the	Community	Life	Committee	and	friends!	


