
Winter Session 2017 

The Great Grape Race 

It’s been raining for days and your kids* are going crazy. How about mixing a little science with a lot of 
fun? Thanks to Lynne Lipcon, chair of the Community Life Committee, for this hilarious idea. 
 
 

Here’s what you’ll need: 
 

o A microwave oven—if it has a turntable, ditch it.  
o Some grapes—both green and red so you can tell the teams apart!  
o Vegetable oil 
o A paper towel 

 

Here’s what you do: 
 

1. Wipe a small amount of oil on the floor of the microwave to make a slippery surface for your 
racers. Put a grape on the floor and test it out. Slippery? Great! 

2. Each player plucks a grape off its stem. 
3. Line up the grapes against a side wall with the stem hole against the wall. This is essential if you 

want to stand a chance of winning the race! 
4. Place bets on your grape–win, lose, end up in a particular position.  
5. Close the microwave door and set the timer for about 1 minute—full power. 
6. Ready, Set, START! 
7. Watch ‘em go!  
8. Some grapes shoot across, some spin and never go anywhere, and some just EXPLODE.  

All part of the fun!  
 

 

Time Out: Science Lesson Alert! 
 
What’s happening? Why are the grapes moving across the floor of the microwave? The inside of the 
grape heats up, liquefies, and acts just like a jet propellant. The steam shoots out the hole at the back 
and pushes the grape along the surface. The oil reduces friction. Some grapes travel faste   r than others. 
Does size matter? Shape matter? Do the red grapes start to move sooner than the green ones? Why? 
 
IMPORTANT: Start each race with new grapes. Remember that when the race ends, those grapes are 
hot! 
 

* OK. I admit it. This is good fun with a bunch of adults, too!  
 

Lynne 

 

Winter Session is brought to you by the Community Life Committee—and friends! 


