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Annual Shared Service with Our UU Neighbors
Sunday, January 1, 2017 10 a.m.

First Parish in Wayland will host this annual UU shared service of the First Parishes of Framingham, Sudbury, 
and Wayland. Please begin your new year with us!

Alpenglow Party Auction & Raffle
Saturday Evening, January 28, 2017, Vestry

(Snow Date: Saturday, February 4)

Imagine a cozy, warm chalet set amid 
spruce trees, snowy hills, and the 
Northern Lights. Come inside for 
raclette, a smorgasbord of delicious 
bites, spiced wine, specialty beers, 
mulled cider, music and entertainment, 
and our own cherished community.

It’s been a while since First Parish has 
had an auction—three years, in fact. So 

let’s raise some money and throw ourselves a warm, welcoming party where 
folks can bid wildly—or not at all. It’s a friendly winter getaway for everyone, 
right here at First Parish!

(continued below)

Come to our Alpenglow party for a constellation of opportunities to support 
First Parish’s work:

• A raffle for many fun things, including a personal photo session
• A silent auction with a wide array of specialty baskets, art, jewelry, 

performance tickets, and more
• A live auction for a few amazing items.

Come to bid. Come for the delicious food and libations. Come for the 
entertainment. Whatever your reason, just come. It’s our chance to unwind 
in warm fellowship, celebrating our cherished community in the midst of a 
cold season. 

Please contact Beth Butler with questions, or to donate items, or to help 
with the auction. Donated gift baskets are especially appreciated—get 
together with some friends or fellow committee members and see if you can 
come up with something creative!

(See page 9 for specific ways you can help.)

What the heck is Alpenglow?
Alpenglow is a trick of light and 
atmosphere that produces a 
pinkish-red band of color in the 
landscape opposite the sun just 
after it has set or when it has not 
quite risen. It is most often seen 
in snowy mountain landscapes. 
To us it signals warmth and hope 
in cold times.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raclette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raclette
mailto:ebutler@socialaw.com
mailto:ebutler@socialaw.com
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A Month of Sundays
Here is a list of this month’s services and who will be 

leading them, along with information about our programs 
for children and youth. 

The worship service begins at 10 a.m.

January 1
We host this year’s annual joint service with 
First Parishes of Framingham and Sudbury.

The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May preaching
Activity packs available for restless fingers.

January 8
Sam Teitel preaching

Saplings (Birth - 4 yrs.) 10:00 a.m.
Spirit Play (Grades K-4) 10:15 a.m.

Popcorn Theology (Grades 5-7) 10:15 a.m.
Coming of Age (Grade 8) 3:00 p.m.
High School Youth Group 4:30 p.m.

January 15
The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May preaching

Saplings (Birth - 4 yrs.) 10:00 a.m.
Social Justice Sunday (Grades K - 7) 10:15 a.m.

January 22
The Rev. Mary Margaret Earl preaching

The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May leading
Saplings (Birth - 4 yrs.) 10:00 a.m.
Spirit Play (Grades K-4) 10:15 a.m.

Popcorn Theology (Grades 5-7) 10:15 a.m.
Coming of Age (Grade 8) 3:00 p.m.
High School Youth Group 4:30 p.m.

January 29
New Member Sunday

The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May preaching
Saplings (Birth - 4 yrs.) 10:00 a.m.
Spirit Play (Grades K-4) 10:15 a.m.

Popcorn Theology (Grades 5-7) 10:15 a.m.
Middle School Youth Group 2:30 p.m.
High School Youth Group 4:30 p.m.

January's Monthly Theme  
Community: Webs of Connections
Each month the congregation engages a theme 
through a sermon, small group discussions, a 

weekly insert to the order of service, a spiritual and 
ethical education class for kids and often other 

special events and discussions. For questions about  
monthly themes or to share a thought or quote about 

a theme please email Rev. Stephanie May at 
smay@uuwayland.org.

The deadline for the 
February 2017 

Unitarian is Friday, 
January 20.

For instructions on how to get the word out 
through our various distribution outlets 
(newsletter, weekly e-blasts, etc.), click here or 
contact Parish Administrator Paige O’Brien.

Interested in Membership at 
First Parish?

New Member Class
Sunday, January 22, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Whether you are new this year or feeling renewed in 
your engagement with First Parish, you’re invited to 
learn more about what it means to be a member of the 
congregation.  In brief, the First Parish bylaws say that 
membership entails “being in sympathy with the spirit 
and purpose of the Parish and seriously desiring to 
join it.” If this sounds like you, please reach out to 
Rev. Stephanie about your interest and to learn more. 

Those interested in joining are strongly encouraged to 
participate in a new member class, Sunday, January 
22, 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  The class will explore a bit 
of Unitarian Universalist history and what it means to 
be UU as well as a part of this UU congregation.  This 
year’s 8th grade Coming of Age class will join us for 
part of the conversation. Then, we will welcome new 
members to sign the membership book on Sunday, 
January 29 during the service.

mailto:smay@uuwayland.org?subject=Monthly%20Themes
mailto:smay@uuwayland.org?subject=Monthly%20Themes
http://www.uuwayland.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/FP-Congregation-Notification-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.uuwayland.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/FP-Congregation-Notification-Guidelines.pdf
mailto:office@uuwayland.org?subject=
mailto:office@uuwayland.org?subject=
mailto:smay@uuwayland.org?subject=Interested%20in%20Membership
mailto:smay@uuwayland.org?subject=Interested%20in%20Membership
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Reflections from Stephanie
Welcome to 2017! For me, I experience the New Year as a bit of 
a mystery. Yes, I suspect many of us already have some items 
on our calendars for January and beyond. But, there is also a 
sense of openness and possibility that awakens a sense of 
wondering and reflection. As you look into this next year, what 
are your hopes for yourself, those close to you, your wider 
community? 

The New Year is also a time of 
resolutions for many. After a bit of 
reflection upon our hopes, we may 
ask . . . so what will I commit to do? 
What action or actions will I take to 
make a hope into a reality? What 
concrete steps and systems of 
accountability might I put into place 
to make this vision really happen?

As First Parish moves into a New 
Year, I would like to invite us into a 
community conversation about how 
we might deepen our engagement 
with social action. Rather than 

simply say “do more” social action, I intentionally use language 
of a deeper connection. How might we do social action in ways 
that not only make a positive impact in the larger community, but 
also within us? 

Over the course of January, please attend one (or more!) social 
action conversation as we reflect and wonder together about 
what such a deepening might look like. There are three dates:  
Thursday, January 5, 9:00 a.m.; Sunday, January 15, 4:00 
p.m.; and Thursday, January 26, 7:00 p.m. Each conversation 
will last about an hour. Please RSVP to Rev. Stephanie.

Whatever this year may bring for you or your family, I hope that 
you will end the year a bit closer to your own hopes and to a 
deeper sense of meaningful connection to those around you.

Stephanie 
The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May 

Minister’s Lunch
Thursday, January 12 at 

11:30 a.m. in the Sunroom
All are welcome to join our minister, 
the Rev. Dr. Stephanie May, the 
second Thursday of the month for a 
light lunch and good company. 
RSVP requested, but not required: 
office@uuwayland.org 
508-358-6133. 

Future dates are: February 9; March 
9; April 13; May 11; June 7 (Wed.)

Lay Minister for January 
The Lay Minister for December is Marney Ives (508-358-2029). 
Feel free to contact Marney if you need a ride somewhere, 
meals delivered, or just a friendly, confidential visit or chat. Of 
course, you can also contact our minister, the Rev. Dr. 
Stephanie May, for pastoral care at any time.

Beer & Soda Tasting Workshop
Friday, January 20, 7-9 p.m., Vestry

Join us for an all-ages workshop led by 
the Rev. Jamie Green Klopotoski, pastor 
of Agape Brewing Community, a 
nonprofit home brewing collective on the 
North Shore. Taste Agape’s hand-crafted 
beers and non-alcoholic sodas; learn 
about the history of religion and brewing; 
and discuss the connection between 
beer and spirituality. Most importantly, 
let’s build community and have some 
fun! 

For more information, or to RSVP, please 
contact Sam Teitel, who is organizing the 
event.

mailto:smay@UUWayland.org?subject=Social%20Action%20Conversation%20RSVP
mailto:smay@UUWayland.org?subject=Social%20Action%20Conversation%20RSVP
mailto:office@uuwayland.org?subject=Minister's%20Lunch
mailto:office@uuwayland.org?subject=Minister's%20Lunch
mailto:mgives@comcast.net?subject=Lay%20Minister%20request
mailto:mgives@comcast.net?subject=Lay%20Minister%20request
mailto:smay@UUWayland.org?subject=Pastoral%20care%20request
mailto:smay@UUWayland.org?subject=Pastoral%20care%20request
mailto:smay@UUWayland.org?subject=Pastoral%20care%20request
mailto:smay@UUWayland.org?subject=Pastoral%20care%20request
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Parish Committee Report

The Parish Committee held its regular meeting (if any standing meeting with so much range and variety can be 
referred to as “regular”) on Thursday, December 8. As befits this extremely busy time of year, the agenda was full 
and wide-ranging. Items that may be of more general interest include the following:

• Stephanie, Sam, and Kate have all been extremely active both at First Parish and in the wider community, 
with activities ranging from the recent successful science event for youth, to creating decorative bowls for 
sale to help raise money for the “Guest at Your Table” program, to Stephanie speaking at the Wayland 
Public Library as part of the Library’s “Great Presenters” series and presiding at the (first-ever) tree lighting 
at Wayland’s Town Center.

• Kate proposed, and the Parish Committee affirmed, a change in the “SEEK” acronym that we are using for 
what we used to call “RE” or “Sunday School.” In keeping with the evolving nature of the program, the 
second “E” will now denote “Exploration” rather than “Education,” so hereafter SEEK will stand for “Spiritual 
and Ethical Exploration for Kids.” The name and initials may change further over time.

• The Committee spent a good deal of time on First Parish’s response to the hate letter received by the 
Islamic Center of Boston. Within hours of learning about the letter, Stephanie organized a demonstration of 
support by 20 of our members and began organizing a larger, community-wide event that was held on 
Sunday, December 11. Parish Committee co-chairs David and Wells and Lynn Trimby suggested and 
developed a letter of support to be submitted to the Town Crier, which was reviewed and approved at the 
meeting. (Coverage and photographs of the Rally, which Stephanie led and which featured other clergy 
and public officials, and the Parish Committee’s letter of support, appeared in the Town Crier of December 
15.)

• After conversation and experimentation regarding volunteer support on Sunday morning, we have settled 
back into a more traditional format with “coffee helpers” and “ushers,” while retaining some of the 
improvements that have emerged from the brainstorming and experimentation: maintaining the name and 
the spirit of the “Welcome Team” idea; making sure that there is always someone who can lead, 
coordinate, and greet each Sunday; and a new, streamlined system for sign-up overseen by Suzanne 
Woodruff.

• This year’s Stewardship effort will be led by Ross Trimby and Bill Morrison, who so ably led our recent 
successful capital campaign, and the PC expressed its gratitude to the two of them for taking on such an 
important responsibility.

• John Thompson, the PC’s liaison to all matters related to physical plant, reported that the exterior stairs 
from the Commons have been completed; that a new railing to the choir loft has been installed; and that it 
appears likely that the East Sudbury Ministerial Fund will be able to support a much-needed kitchen 
renovation, so planning in earnest for that project can now get underway.

• Finally, although in some ways it still feels as though we are early in the church year, the end of December 
marks the halfway point in our fiscal (i.e., financial) year, so we began to discuss some of the plans and 
assumptions that will underpin the budget process. This is a joint effort of the Finance Committee, the 
Parish Committee, and our new Treasurer, Laurie Bent. Parish Committee members are in the process of 
reaching out to their many and various committees, not only to brainstorm budget matters, but also to 
“check in” as to which areas need or could use some additional help. 

Respectfully submitted,
Jim Kitendaugh for the Parish Committee
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Raise Your Hand to Usher and 
Host Coffee in the New Year

We’ve opened a new calendar and see that there 
are lots of spots available for ushers and coffee 
hosts in the new year. Please help by signing up 
now! The jobs are easy, and they make our Sunday 
mornings go smoothly and pleasantly. Note: Coffee 
hosts need not bring food this year; Sam Teitel 
purchases the basics for us each week.  
Two ways to sign up:
1 - You can sign up online with Sign-Up Genius (the 
new-fangled, but very easy way).
2 - You can sign up on the clipboard in the Vestry 
(the old-fashioned way).
Or, for the personal touch, contact our new 
coordinator, Suzanne Woodruff (508 653-7133), 
directly.

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b4aa5ad2ba4f94-greeterusher
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b4aa5ad2ba4f94-greeterusher
mailto:sznwood@gmail.com
mailto:sznwood@gmail.com
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From Our Outreach Coordinator Sam Teitel
When I was maybe seven or eight years old, my dad sat me down on the couch in the living room and showed 
me a very old picture of his mother’s family in Poland in the 1920s. My dad pointed to each one of the people and 
told me their names and what their relationship to me was. He pointed out my great grandfather, standing there 
surrounded by his children. He pointed out my grandmother, one of the little girls standing at his side. He then 
took the picture out of the frame and turned it over and showed me the back of it. My grandmother had written 
everybody’s names and birthdates behind their heads. And over every name except two, she had drawn a big red 
letter X. He told me that these family members who had gotten X’s had been killed because they were Jewish. He 
told me that if they hadn’t been killed I probably would have gotten to meet them. He told me that Jews in America 
live with a certain amount of safety and security, but that I still should never forget that we are only even here 
because a few of our ancestors survived what other people tried to do to them because they were different. He 
told me that it is always our responsibility to stand up to injustice because we Jews know the terrible 
consequences that can happen when nobody stands up for you. 
This past week I walked into the UUA headquarters to go sit in front of the committee who would decide if I was 
ready to be a UU minister (they decided that I am). I was greeted by my friend and colleague, the Rev. Dr. 
Stephanie May (whom you may have met), who had signed up to be the chaplain that morning. Stephanie told 
me that the Mosque down the road from First Parish had received threatening hate mail that said, among other 
things, that President-elect Donald Trump would do to them “what Hitler did to the Jews.” As an ethnically Jewish 
Unitarian Universalist minister, this is something that I take not only seriously but also personally. That’s my family 
that this letter was talking about; those are my relatives whose deaths were used to terrorize and intimidate our 
Muslim neighbors.
Within hours of the Mosque receiving the letter, members of our First Parish community were lined up outside 
holding signs of love and support for their Muslim neighbors. Stephanie didn’t invite me to the demonstration, as 
she had some crazy idea that I should spend my first day as a fully fellowshipped UU minister celebrating my 
achievement and not protesting (I have learned that the very best bosses are the ones who make you take care 
of yourself), but when I saw the video of First Parish demonstrating outside of the Mosque, I was overcome with 
how proud I am of you all, and how grateful I am to work in a congregation that is willing to stand up for justice.
And then, as I always inevitably do, I put on my Outreach Coordinator hat, and I was struck by how this event 
changes First Parish’s outreach (just when I was getting the hang of it, too!). People are now less likely than they 
were to know us as “that nice old church on Cochituate Road that does a wonderful rummage sale,” and more 
likely than they were to know us as “that congregation who participates in demonstrations in support of their 
Muslim neighbors.” With First Parish becoming such a visible symbol of the fight against injustice in Wayland, our 
outreach efforts are no longer just about getting people to join our church, they are now also about getting people 
to join our cause; they are about getting people to work for justice with us. My spiel about First Parish has had to 
change from being about our beautiful building and our wonderful community to being about the important work 
that our wonderful community is doing. And that is a beautiful thing.

Music Notes
Here's to the New Year--in song, 
story and rhyme--from our 
choirs, soloists and 
instrumentalists. 2017 will bring 
us musicales, an organ concert 
and singing 'round the piano as 
we continue Family Music Hour. 
May the joy of music be yours in 
the coming year!

Polly Oliver
Music Director and Organist
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Knit 1, Laugh 2
Wednesdays

(except 1st Tuesday of the Month)
7 - 9 p.m.

Do you love to knit or want to learn? There’s a small 
group of knitters who meet weekly - on the first 
Tuesday then Wednesdays the rest of the month. 
They are looking forward to welcoming you. Come 
share a passion or discover a new one and knit 
yourself into a new community. (And knitting is 
optional!) All fiber arts welcome.

The group usually meets in the Stokey Library but 
on the first Tuesday and otherwise from time to time 
it meets in homes, so if you are new to the group, 
please contact Greta Stone by email or at 
508.358.4729 to confirm time and location.

What do the Community Life Committee and 
Punxsutawney Phil have in common? We’ve both 
gone underground for a while! Though we may 
appear to be hibernating, we are not sleeping. We 
are hard at work developing exciting new programs 
for you. We will let the Auction Committee take care 
of January (mark your calendars for the Alpenglow 
Party on January 28!). But come early February, 
Phil will look for his shadow and we will unveil …

This year the Community Life Committee is trying 
something new: “Winter Session,” a month-long series of 
classes and other offerings to help us shake off the winter 
doldrums and “Wake Up to Something New.” Maybe you 
will learn a new skill, or explore a new interest, or read a 
good book, or discover a new way of thinking. Offerings 
will run the gamut. We are currently thinking about things 
like juggling lessons, a community service opportunity, a 
craft or cooking workshop, a closer look at Islam, and a 
documentary-based discussion of the history of 
womankind. Some offerings could be single sessions 
(maybe over breakfast or lunch), while others might run as 
a series over two, three, or four weeks. 

We will announce the list of this winter’s opportunities in 
the February Unitarian, so if you have a good idea, let us 
know now! What skill would you like to learn? What 
current events would you like to discuss? Would you like 
to lead a class or open your home to movie night? Send 
your ideas to communitylife@uuwayland.org or talk to any 
Community Life Committee member: Susan Crowley 
Bechtel, Lynne Cavanaugh, Jim Grumbach, Nan Jahnke, 
Susie Keyes, Lynne Lipcon, Ann Muschett, or Andy Myers.

MAKE-YOUR-OWN MEETUP
Any day, any time

Don’t let January get you down. Become a 
Community Life innovator, and create a UU 
Meetup! Is there a movie you want to see, a 
restaurant you are dying to try, a winter hike 
that’s calling your name? Why not post what 
you are doing on our UUWaylandSocial 
network or on our Facebook page and see 
who wants to meet up? It’s a great way to find 
people in our community who share your 
interests. Meetups make community real. 
Need help with posting? Just email your 
meetup to communityLife@uuwayland.org and 
we will take care of the rest.

mailto:GretaGay@Gmail.com?subject=Knit%201%20Laugh%202
mailto:GretaGay@Gmail.com?subject=Knit%201%20Laugh%202
mailto:communitylife@uuwayland.org
mailto:communitylife@uuwayland.org
mailto:communityLife@uuwayland.org
mailto:communityLife@uuwayland.org
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Men's Book Club
Thursday, January 5, 8 p.m.

Stokey Library
Who Cooked Adam 

Smith's Dinner? That's a 
great economics 
question, and it is also the 
title of a book by Katrine 
Marçal. We will discuss a 
crucial flaw in Smith's 
theory at our next 
gathering. Come and bring 
a friend. New guys are 
especially welcome. 
Questions? Contact Keith 
Sims.

Grants Available from 
the Lauren Dunne Astley 

Memorial Fund 
The Lauren Dunne Astley Memorial Fund is again 
offering an exciting program to fund small projects in 
three areas: Effective Teen Relationships and 
Violence Prevention, the Arts, and Community 
Service. In Lauren’s spirit and memory, small grants 
are now available for individuals and groups with 
dynamic project ideas in any of these areas. 
Interested parties are invited to complete an online 
application by January 31, 2017. New applicants are 
encouraged! For more information, visit the Lauren 
Dunne Astley Memorial Fund website. 

Lauren Dunne Astley, who grew up in 
First Parish, was killed in an incident 
of partner violence on July 3, 2011. 
She was 18 years old. 

“Keep on Sparkling!”

Thank You from the 
“Undecorate the Tree” Committee

By the time you read this nearly 200 gifts from 
“Undecorate the Tree” will have been delivered to 
mothers and children who are survivors of domestic 
violence. On December 15, Peggy Holland, Marney 
Ives, and Pat Sims attended the party where our gifts 
from First Parish and other sponsor organizations and 
individuals were distributed to nearly 250 families.
One survivor who attended the party wrote a letter to 
thank the sponsors, volunteers, and staff involved with 
the Holiday Gift Program:

“Thank you so much for all the presents for my 
children and myself. I cannot put into words how 
much I appreciate all of your generosity. You will 
always be in my heart as long as I live. I sincerely 
wish every one of you the happiest New Year and 
Peace on Earth.”

To say the party was a memorable event is an 
understatement. Thank you to all who signed out 
candy canes, who shopped, who wrote checks, and 
gave cash so others could shop for you.  

Please know that what you did made a difference. It 
was seen on smiling faces. It was heard in the 
laughter. What a wonderful difference our church 
community made!
Pat Sims
Women’s Alliance

New Year’s Resolution: Connect with UUSocial!
The “UUWaylandSocial” Yahoo Group is an online 
community forum used for discussion, advice, and 
unofficial church business by people at First Parish. In 
recent weeks folks have used the Group to recommend 
a locksmith, find a full-sized bed frame, share rides, 
discuss social action opportunities, suggest a holiday 
gift for a fan of Irish music, and recruit some last-minute 
ushers. It’s a great community builder!UUWaylandSocial 
is an opt-in group, that is, you have to sign up to be a 
member. If you wish to be added to the distribution list, 
please send a request to Chauncey Wilson 
(chauncey.wilson@gmail.com). He will follow-up with 
instructions for sign-up and ground rules for 
participation. Join the conversation!

http://pegasusbooks.com/books/who-cooked-adam-smiths-dinner-9781681771427-hardcover
http://pegasusbooks.com/books/who-cooked-adam-smiths-dinner-9781681771427-hardcover
http://pegasusbooks.com/books/who-cooked-adam-smiths-dinner-9781681771427-hardcover
http://pegasusbooks.com/books/who-cooked-adam-smiths-dinner-9781681771427-hardcover
mailto:kkssiimmss11@verizon.net
mailto:kkssiimmss11@verizon.net
mailto:kkssiimmss11@verizon.net
mailto:kkssiimmss11@verizon.net
https://laurendunneastleymemorialfund.org/
https://laurendunneastleymemorialfund.org/
https://laurendunneastleymemorialfund.org/
https://laurendunneastleymemorialfund.org/
https://laurendunneastleymemorialfund.org/
mailto:chauncey.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:chauncey.wilson@gmail.com
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This month in Spiritual and Ethical Exploration -- Kate Holland, DLSEE*
*Director of Lifespan Spiritual and Ethical Exploration

The start of the new year brings a change of plans for our SEEK programming. Last year we did workshops 
during January and February instead of our regular curriculum. This is something many churches do because 
attendance can be lower in these winter months. But as the year has progressed and the children’s response to 
Spirit Play and Popcorn Theology has been so enthusiastic, I have decided to keep our curriculum going through 
the winter months, too. I am thrilled that the kids have been enjoying the curriculum and I hope that they will 
continue to be engaged through the winter and into the spring.
I am so happy that many of our High School Youth will be going to CityReach this month. Last year a group of 
our youth went to CityReach in the spring and they had an incredible experience learning about homelessness 
from those who had experienced it. CityReach is a great interfaith program that gives youth the opportunity to 
learn what it is to be homeless in the city of Boston. The young people work to get donations of food and clothing 
to the homeless community. This year visiting CityReach in the winter will give another perspective on 
homelessness to our youth as they see the hardship our New England winters bring to those on the streets.
In preparation for our trip we are seeking donations of the following 
items:

• New men’s underpants, all sizes needed
• New white socks
• Travel size toiletries (new unopened)

Gently used donations can include: 
• Winter clothing, coats, sweaters, hoodies
• Waterproof boots
• All kinds of carrying cases, backpacks, small suitcases with 

wheels, fanny packs
• Sleeping bags
• Store-bought and hand-knit scarves, hats, and mittens are 

always appreciated.
If you are able to help, please place your donations in the white tub in 
the Vestry. Kate

Alpenglow Party Auction & Raffle
How You Can Help

• Do you have an artificial evergreen tree or two that we can use for decorating the Vestry (various 
sizes needed)?

• Do you have any “lodge-like” accessories we can borrow for decorations: snowshoes, plaid 
blankets, a moose head?

• Do you have any fondue or raclette equipment we could use?
• Do you have an unloved holiday gift you’d like to put up for auction? 
• Can you offer a service as an auction item: e.g., babysitting, animal care, tax preparation, ice-

skating lessons, gutter or closet cleanout, estate work, bartending—you name it, we can use it?
• If you work on a First Parish committee, would you consider working together to make a basket of 

things to donate?
• Most important, call some friends today, mark your calendars, and arrange to come to the 

Alpenglow Party. We are going to have a great time!

Please contact Beth Butler with your ideas.

http://commoncathedral.org/cityreach/
http://commoncathedral.org/cityreach/
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YOUTH PERSPECTIVE
My all-time favorite piece of public art is a statue that 
I saw when I was in North Carolina that depicts Jesus 
as a homeless man sleeping on a park bench. I was 
struck by how moving the statue was, and how it 
challenged me to see homeless people and religious 
figures in a different light. 
I was also struck by how people in the local 
community had seen the statue and called the police, 
not wanting this homeless person (who literally turned 
out to be Jesus) sleeping on a bench outside of their 
church. Seeing this statue was the beginning of a 
journey for me that changed my understanding of 
homelessness. 
This month is also an opportunity for the First Parish 
youth to learn a new perspective on homelessness. 
We will be going to Boston to participate in the 
CityReach program put on by common cathedral. Our 
youth will be spending their weekend in Boston 
surrounded by other young people from a variety of 
religious backgrounds. Altogether, everybody will be 
learning about homelessness from people who have 
experienced or are experiencing homelessness. 
This event will provide a truly incredible and unique 
opportunity for our youth. Having grown up in a 
beautiful and affluent community like Wayland, it 
would be easy for our youth to assume that all of the 
stereotypes that they have learned about 
homelessness from television and movies are the 
total truth. The society in which we live often 
encourages us to view people who are experiencing 
homelessness as lazy or drunks, but there is almost 
always more to the story. 
I am so impressed that our youth have signed up in 
such great numbers to go on this trip and have this 
experience where they can learn another side of the 
story. I am especially pleased that this is happening 
in an interfaith setting. Something that we have in 
common with our Christian, Jewish, and Muslim 
kindred is that all of us come from faith traditions that 
teach us to help people who are poor or homeless 
with kindness and generosity instead of judgment. 
Still, it can be easy for us to make assumptions about 
the people we meet who are experiencing 
homelessness and forget the teaching of our faith 
traditions. I am proud to be helping to pass this 
tradition of rethinking the way 
that we view homelessness and 
homeless people along to this 
new generation of Unitarian 
Universalist young people.

Sam Teitel
Youth Coordinator

UU Service Committee (UUSC): Rights at Risk

Thanks to all who participated and gave to our “Guest at 
Your Table” initiative emphasizing refugee rights at risk 
and the UUSC’s efforts to support and protect them. 
Below is an excerpt from a very timely blog from Hannah 
Hafter, a UUSC senior program leader for activism. 

As we prepare for President-elect Donald Trump’s 
inauguration on January 20, we know that what we 
do and the way we work must change. UUSC has 
been working hard, connecting with local, state, 
and national partners to understand what the 
effects may be for refugees and immigrants, and 
how best to mobilize in the face of increased 
racism, xenophobia, hate, and fear. 

This is an important time for all of us to carefully 
reflect, evaluate, and redouble our commitment to 
human rights both inside and beyond the United 
States. This is a struggle that will require each and 
every one of us to take action in a wide range of 
roles. With our partners, UUSC is preparing an 
exciting new comprehensive campaign to be 
launched in January. Please watch for 
announcements about how you can join this effort. 

In the meantime, it is important for all of us to 
become more aware of what is at stake for U.S. 
policy towards welcoming refugees and asylum-
seekers – some of the most vulnerable 
communities under the incoming administration.

Bobbie Robinson
First Parish UUSC Coordinator
[Editor’s note: Hafter’s complete blog post contains some 
specific details on what policies are at stake.]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homeless_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homeless_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homeless_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homeless_Jesus
http://commoncathedral.org/cityreach
http://commoncathedral.org/cityreach
http://commoncathedral.org/
http://commoncathedral.org/
http://www.uusc.org/will-happen-refugees-trump-administration/
http://www.uusc.org/will-happen-refugees-trump-administration/
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Happy Holidays from Turning Point
The holiday spirit seemed to be fueling everyone on this 
month’s run to Turning Point. Marney Ives and Peggy 
Holland, our drivers, found all the food waiting (in plenty) at 
church on Monday, except what had already been 
delivered to Marney at her house! Many thanks!
Chris Orcutt, Turning Point’s director, was watching at the 
window for them to drive in, and ran down to carry all the 
food up the many steps to the kitchen. Mary and Marilyn 
Kucharski, Peggy Holland, Marty McCullough, and Melinda 
Morgan had all made chili. Sepi Hashemi brought lots of 
bread and butter.  Bobby Robinson gave apples, and Linda 
Collins supplied a generous dessert. Chris thanked our 
drivers enthusiastically for all of it and sent holiday 
greetings from Turning Point to everyone at First Parish.  
We cook for 60 during the winter months. I had written to 
Chris to ask what happened to all that food these days. 
Marney and Peggy heard his answer, as he looked at the 
kitchen counters with immense satisfaction. He said that 
the house had sheltered 40 men over the weekend, so the 
First Parish food would feed them for 2 or even 3 days. 
“Whoa!,” I thought when they told me. 
A young director’s grateful exaggeration? Maybe. But he is 
good. He knows his men and his food budget. The miracle 
of loaves and fishes, being reenacted monthly at Turning 
Point? Probably not. Then I remembered how a former 
Turning Point cook had told us that “dinner” was 
sometimes just a baloney sandwich. So maybe the chili is 
served in cups instead of bowls sometimes, and perhaps 
the extra bread occasionally supports baloney or toasted 
cheese, and maybe the fruit and dessert aren’t always 
used at the same meal. What was clear, both from what he 
said and from how enthusiastically he volunteered it, was 
that every morsel we provide is used and valued. Thanks 
to everyone who makes it happen month after month!
We need lots of cooks and bakers in the cold winter 
months. Would you like to get involved? The next three 
dinners are January (1/9), February (2/13), and March 
(3/13). Just choose what you’d like to bring – chili, bread 
and butter, fruit or a dessert. Each item is split among 
several people, so no one has to do too much. Breads, 
butter, fruit, and desserts can just be left on the kitchen 
counter in labeled paper bags. Disposable pans and 
recipes for the chili are provided. Drop your food off at the 
church by 1:00 p.m. Monday (Sunday after coffee hour is 
even better), label it for Turning Point, and the committee 
members will transport it from there. Sign-up sheets will be 
on the Vestry table every Sunday. 
If you have questions, ask any member of the Turning 
Point committee: Peggy Holland, Sandy Hoyt, Marney 
Ives, Melinda Morgan, Suzanne Reitz, Annie Stubbs, Deb 
Stubeda, and Penny Wilson.
Penny Wilson, for the Turning Point Committee

Rummage Sale Kick-Off Meeting
January 22, 2017 11:30 a.m., 

Sunroom
The next First Parish Rummage Sale will be held 
on April 1, 2017 - no foolin’! The success of this 
event depends a lot on the crew that puts it all 
together - you!

Whether you’ve been involved in Rummage for 
years or you’re just curious to find out what it’s like, 
please come to the kick-off meeting. We have job 
big and small, for everyone. If you can’t attend this 
meeting but still want to be involved please contact 
your Rummage Queens:
Kathie Cromwell and Deb Stubeda.

mailto:kscromwell@comcast.net
mailto:kscromwell@comcast.net
mailto:wolffstub@verizon.net
mailto:wolffstub@verizon.net
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The Wayland Unitarian is the monthly newsletter of 
the First Parish in Wayland, a Unitarian Universalist 
congregation. Weekly calendar announcements are 
listed in the Order of Service available at the 
Sunday service, and a full calendar of events is 
posted on our website, www.uuwayland.org, and 
on Facebook at facebook.com/fpw1815

Parish Office Hours 
Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-2:30 pm
Office Phone Number: 508-358-6133 

Our Staff
Kate Holland, Director of Lifespan Spiritual and 
Ethical Education
508-358-6133 ext. 404, kholland@uuwayland.org   
Polly Oliver, Music Director and Organist
978-369-0886, pauline01742@gmail.com 
Sam Teitel, Outreach & Youth Coordinator 
508-358-6133, steitel@uuwayland.org
Paige O’Brien, Parish Administrator 
508-358-6133, ext. 402, office@uuwayland.org 
Oscar Vasquez, Sexton 
508-358-6133, oscarvsqz@aol.com 
Michelle Poch & Christine Bracken, Childcare 
508-358-6133

Worship Service 
and SEEK (Spiritual & Ethical Exploration for Kids)
Sundays at 10 am

Location and Address
First Parish is located at 225 Boston Post Road in 
Wayland, Massachusetts, at the corner of Routes 
20, 126 and 27. Our mailing address is: P.O. Box 
397, Wayland MA 01778.

Our Ministers
The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May, Minister 
508-358-6133 ext. 403, smay@uuwayland.org  

The Rev. Ken Sawyer, Minister Emeritus
The Rev. Dr. Deborah Pope-Lance, Affiliate 
Minister revdpl@gmail.com 

First Parish in Wayland,
A Unitarian Universalist
Congregation
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