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Let There Be Humor, Laughter, and Joy 
  

Mark Twain, a king of American humor, wrote, “Humor is the great thing. The  

minute it crops up, all our hardnesses yield, all our irritations and resentments  

flit away.”  
 

What power humor can have! I love that humor is a part of the life of First Parish. 

When I began here, I was delighted to learn that the Parish Committee includes not 

only a chalice lighting and items of business at each meeting, but also a moment of 

humor. Each Parish Committee member takes a turn and does a fabulous job—

evidence that we all have the capacity for humor. And when I’ve told jokes from the 

pulpit, you’ve been an encouraging and appreciative crowd. As Twain says, humor is 

a great thing that brings lightness and eases tensions. In a community with many 

independent thinkers and multiple points of view, a bit of humor can go a long way 

to keep us in good harmony. 
 

Over this next month, I encourage us all to seek opportu-

nities for more humor in our lives. Perhaps plan a night 

out at a comedy club with friends. Or watch a funny movie 

(we’ll host a funny family movie night on May 13 and an 

adult one on May 21).  I promise to include at least one 

joke in each service this month—so plan to be there or 

miss out! You can read some reflections on humor here. 
 

While there is much in our personal, family, congregational, and global lives that is 

serious and challenging, humor can open a path to remember the goodness and 

pleasures of life as well. As we live in this tension of joy and sorrow, humor can 

keep us linked to the joy.  
 

Wishing us all much humor and many laughs this month! 

 
Stephanie 

The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May 

Laugh  
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June Unitarian deadline  

is Monday, May 20  

Send your submissions to  

our editor, Nan Jahnke. 

Lay Minister for May 
 

The Lay Minister for May is Kathleen Lang (508-653-

1028). Feel free to contact Kathleen if you need a 

ride somewhere, or meals delivered, or just a friend-

ly, confidential visit or chat. Of course, you can also 

contact our minister, the Rev. Dr. Stephanie May, for 

pastoral care at any time. 

A Month of Sundays 
  

Here is a list of this month’s services and who  

will be leading them, along with information  

about our programs for children and youth.  

The worship service begins at 10 a.m.  
 

May 1  
The Rev. Dr. Deborah Pope-Lance preaching   

“Stories We Tell” considers the possibility that  

changing the world might be no harder than telling 

better stories and telling the truth. 

Grade 5 OWL, 10 am.-noon 

K-7 SEEK classes, 10:15 a.m. 

Grade 7-8 OWL: 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 

High School Youth Group, 4-6 p.m. 
 

May 8 
The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May preaching 

Grades K-7, Special Activity for Mother’s Day 

May 15 
The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May preaching on our  

monthly theme: Laughter and Humor  

Grade 5 OWL, 10 am.-noon 

K-7 SEEK classes, 10:15 a.m. 

Grade 8 Coming of Age, 10:15 a.m. 

Grade 7-8 OWL: 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Youth Group Summit, 4-6 p.m. 

Annual Meeting 

May 22 
Coming of Age and Bridging Service 

A special service for all ages;  

activity packs available for restless fingers 

May 29 
Memorial Day Service 

The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May preaching 

K-7 SEEK classes, 10:15 a.m. 

Our May Theme Is  

Humor 

Save the Date 

First Parish Annual Meeting 

May 15, 2016 

After the Service in the Sanctuary 

Rummage 2016 

mailto:family@jahnke.org
mailto:kathlang38@gmail.com
tel:508-358-4142
tel:508-358-4142
mailto:smay@uuwayland.org
http://www.uuwayland.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/5.May_.Humor_.pdf
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Coming Up Fast at First Parish 

Men's Book Club 
  

How do love and grief morph to a hawk? 

Find out at The Men's Book Club's next 

meeting on Thursday, May 5 at 8:00 p.m. 

in Stokey Library, when we will discuss 

"H is for Hawk” by Helen Macdonald. 

Newcomers are especially welcome. 

Questions? Contact Keith Sims.  

 

Thursday, May 5 

 

Join the  
Rev. Stephanie May 

at The Local in Wayland 

Town Center 

400 Boston Post Road 

7-8:30 p.m. 

for discussion of  

all things theological. 

 

Appetizers provided. 

You’re invited to add  

lively conversation and a  

beverage of your choosing. 
 

Tuesday, May 3  

Potluck and Movie 
 

Instead of holding a book discussion  

to explore our monthly theme, this 

month Stephanie invites all grownups 

to a Potluck and Movie Night on the 

theme of Humor. The fun starts at  

6 p.m. in the Vestry on Saturday,  

May 21. Bring laughter. 

 

 Friday, May 20 

Roxbury Work Day! 
 

Our eighth annual Roxbury Work Day to assist the Unitarian 

Universalist Urban Ministry (UUUM) will be held on Sunday, 

May 1, following the church service. This year we will likely be 

helping the UUUM “spring clean” their new minister’s study, 

which is chock-a-block full of old stuff—maybe even artifacts! 

We will also do the usual outside yard work on their campus.  
 

We will leave Wayland about 11:20, work from noon to 1:00, 

take a lunch break, and then work until 3:00 or 4:00. Folks can 

come and go as they need to. This work day has always been a 

great way to support the UU Urban Ministry, to appreciate its 

historic building and grounds, and to enjoy time together. If 

you have not yet signed up and would like to join us, please 

email Bill Morrison, or just turn up at Coffee Hour. For more 

information on the UU Urban Ministry, visit their website. 
. 

Sunday, May 1 

Teacher Appreciation Breakfast 
 

Stop by the Vestry and let the SEEK teachers know you care! 

 

Sunday, May 1 

http://uuwayland.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bfa97b2d58c835a635f3e6036&id=5ca328ff49&e=2355198a32
mailto:kkssiimmss11@verizon.net?subject=Men's%20Book%20Club
mailto:wmorrison@gmail.com
http://www.uuum.org
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Community Life Events  

Flower Sunday Picnic 
 

Save the date for an all-church picnic following the service on June 

12. Come join the end-of-year celebration. Good food, good fun, 

and good friends! The Community Life Committee will provide sand-

wiches, but we need your help with side dishes. Please plan to bring 

something according to where your last name falls in the alphabet. 

A through G: salads (green, pasta, bean, etc.), H through M: dessert 

(cookies, squares, etc. which can be picked up), N through Z: fruit 

(platter or fruit salad). A call to Lynne Lipcon (508-358-2767) or an 

email in advance to let us know that you are coming and what you 

will be bringing would be most appreciated.   
 

Sunday, June 12 

New England Revs Game and Tailgating 
 

Soccer enthusiasts of all ages are invited to join Andy Myers at Gil-

lette Stadium for a Revs game and tailgate party on a Saturday night 

in May. Possible dates are May 14, 21, and 28. Date to be deter-

mined by majority availability; kick-off at 7:30 p.m. Click here to indi-

cate your preferred date or contact Andy directly. He will arrange a  

booking at a reasonable rate (most likely $26 for Category 2 seats). 

If you want to be a part of the fun, please respond by May 6. 
 

A Saturday in May 

Knit 1, Laugh 2! 
 

The knitters continue to meet on 

Wednesday  evenings and would 

love to have you join them. Come 

share a passion or discover a new 

one and knit yourself into a new 

community. All fiber arts are wel-

come. The group meets from 7 to  

9 p.m., usually in the Commons 

Meeting Room but sometimes in 

members’ homes, so if you are new 

to the group, please contact Greta 

Stone (508-358-4729) to confirm 

location. One of the knitters’ favor-

ite projects is comfort shawls.  

 
 

Wednesdays  

Make Your Own Meetup 
 

You are cordially invited to be a 
Community Life innovator. Why not 
create a UU Meetup?  
 

Is there a movie you want to see, a 
restaurant you are dying to try, or a 
hike that’s calling your name? Why 
not post what you are doing on our 
social network page or Facebook 
page and see who wants to meet 
up?  
 

It’s a great way to find people in our 
community who share your inter-
ests. Meetups make community  
real. Need help with posting? Just 
email your Meetup to Commu-
nityLife@uuwayland.org. 
 

Any day, any time 

Our com-

munity 

wears 

many 

smiles  

mailto:lynne@lipcon.org?subject=church%20picnic
http://doodle.com/poll/5myuyn8qnf9bhpe7
mailto:andysoccer@gmail.com
mailto:GretaGay@Gmail.com?subject=knitting
mailto:GretaGay@Gmail.com?subject=knitting
mailto:CommunityLife@uuwayland.org
mailto:CommunityLife@uuwayland.org
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Celebrating the Life  

of Ken LaFleur 
 

There will be a celebration of the life of 

the Reverend Kenneth LaFleur, the be-

loved Minister of First Parish in Way-

land from 1962 to 1969, on Satur-

day, June 18, at 2 p.m. It will take place 

at the Friends Meeting House, 48 

South Stanley Hill Road, East Vassal-

boro, Maine. Ken died on December 5, 

2015.  
 

Helen LaFleur, Ken’s wife, and their 

daughter Margaret Asadoorian extend 

a warm welcome to all to attend this 

celebration. It will be an informal time 

to share your memories of Ken. For fur-

ther information email or call Liz LeBar-

on (978-443-4425). Or you can email 

Helen . 
 

Saturday, June 18 

Photo Directory 
 

Our new photo directory is taking 

shape ... slowly. To make it truly com-

prehensive and up-to-date, we need 

lots more input from you! In particular, 

we need photos of family units. Please 

send a family photo of your choosing to 

Jennifer Steel. To ensure that we will 

have a completed draft of the directory 

before the last day of church, we will 

be holding a photo shoot right after the 

church service on June 5, courtesy of 

Brad Keyes. So if you need a photo, 

please plan on stopping by the booth. 

Help us make this directory the best 

ever!  
 

We Need You—Soon! 

Music Notes 
 

Church musicianship is a special kind of musicianship.  During 

hymn-singing, when the whole congregation bursts into song, 

when the organ resounds ... it is thrilling.  Attending an American 

Guild of Organists conference at Yale a few years ago, I was 

moved to tears at the first assembly where clergy from all over 

the U.S. processed, the mighty organ thundered, and 300 church 

musicians sang hymns in parts and with spontaneous descants. I 

literally could not sing, my throat was so full of emotion. 
  

As a child pianist, I couldn't wait to be old enough to audition for 

the position of Glee Club accompanist. I was already a singer in 

the competitive Glee Club, but my highest aspiration was to be-

come its pianist. Nothing would be more wonderful than to play 

under glamorous Mrs. Vannah's baton in school assemblies! 

  

Finally the time came.  At the end of sixth grade, I noticed that 

the eighth-grade accompanist would graduate on to high school, 

leaving the coveted position vacant. I asked Mrs. Vannah if I 

could "try out."  She said yes and set an appointment for me to 

play and sight-read for her. 
  

But fate struck in the form of a bicycle accident the day before 

my audition. I suffered a "green stick" break of my right wrist and 

was obliged to wear an Ace bandage to school on the very morn-

ing of my audition. At recess before the audition I unwrapped the 

broken wrist and landed my dream job as junior high school Glee 

Club accompanist. Mrs. Vannah did have one small suggestion: 

that I take my foot off the pedal now and then. 
  

Since that day, I have continued to accompany and direct choral 

ensembles of all ages. One of my greatest pleasures as a church 

musician comes from helping our choir achieve its potential. If 

you would like to discover your potential as a choral singer, join 

us on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. --no audition needed! 

 
Polly Oliver 

Music Director and Organist 

 

mailto:squamliz@comcast.net
mailto:squamliz@comcast.net
mailto:lafleur2827@roadrunner.com
mailto:lafleur2827@roadrunner.com
mailto:jennifermsteel@gmail.com
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Budget Progress 

Prior to our April meeting a subgroup of the Board 
met to prepare staff salary recommendations and 
these were forwarded to the Finance Committee for 
incorporation into the draft budget for the main 
meeting. With the aid of facts provided by Susie 
Keyes, chair of the Finance Committee, we finished a 
budget draft that awaits more Stewardship results be-
fore presentation at the Annual Meeting on May 15.  
 

One key component being considered is the tempo-
rary post of a half-time Outreach Coordinator. This 
person would work with the Outreach Committee un-
der Jean Milburn to make visitors to First Parish feel 
welcome, maintain contact with them, and provide 
new forms of reaching out to those who already share 
the values expressed in our Vision and Mission. We 
are also considering increasing the hours of the Parish 
Administrator to more closely match her actual work 
time, while anticipating some additional time needed 
to administer building use applications.  
 

Getting Organized 
Your Parish Committee continues to review our gov-
ernance structure to be in synch with our Vision and 
Mission and to be more fulfilling, joyful, and efficient. 
We will participate in a governance workshop for staff 
and the Parish Committee on May 7 aimed at mapping 
ways of organizing tasks and structuring teams to 
reach goals for the congregation, to be inclusive of 
newcomers, and to provide succession plans for vari-
ous committee positions.   
 

There was great participation in the Listening Hours 
on April 10 for the open discussion on “Volunteering 
at First Parish.” About 20 folks met and many useful 
suggestions were made that will be incorporated into 
the governance review. 
 

Keep on Learning 

Kate Holland reported that the recent Easter Egg Hunt 
and Mystery Friends program were very successful. 
The OWL program has good participation, and the 
Youth Service was exceptionally good. Twelve youth 
have signed up for the service trip through CityReach 
in May. Over 50 people attended the Death and Dying 
panel workshop, which was open to the public. Book 

discussions and Theology on Tap continue. More mul-
tigenerational programs involving children and youth 
are planned. Stay tuned!  
 

Opening Our Doors 

We now have a complete building use policy for First 
Parish with consistent agreement forms for weddings, 
memorial services, co-sponsored use, and outside 
nonprofit use. Those nonprofits that your Parish Com-
mittee qualifies will pay lower fees. There is a compre-
hensive set of information points to help building us-
ers and also a set of protections for our historic facili-
ties. The policy is available 
from the Parish Administrator 
to all First Parish members 
and friends. The policy will be 
administered from the office 
with oversight by the Parish 
Committee.  
 

Kate Holland’s pinwheels and coupons for kids were  

a great success at the Rummage Sale again this year. 
And Reverend May had a meeting with six moms with 
young kids to listen to their ideas about programs, 
worship, and outreach including street signage, social 
media, August camp, and Bring-a-Friend.  
 

Who’s That? 

We have accepted in principle that we will have a 
password-protected Members Only section of the First 
Parish website pending details of how it would work in 
practice. Many other churches and organizations have 
such a website section. The section would include a 
congregational directory.  
 

Annual Meeting 
The details of the notice for the Annual Meeting were 
settled (see the notice and the slate of nominations on 
page 19). Also, Beth Butler resigned her position on 
the Parish Committee effective June 30. It is anticipat-
ed that she may be nominated as Clerk at the Annual 
Meeting. 

 

Keith Sims 

For your Parish Committee 
 

Report from the Parish Committee 

For the slate of nom-

inations to be voted 

at Annual Meeting, 

see page 19. 
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Who Wants to Spend $5,000? 
 

Your Parish Committee earnestly solicits your  
suggestions again this year for spending about 
$5,000 generated by our recent Capital Campaign 
for social outreach. By “social outreach” we mean 
finding ways to extend the vision and mission of 
our First Parish community to (1) attract those 
folks who may not know us yet but share our val-
ues and to (2) positively impact lives outside our 
walls. This is intended to be a broader purpose 
than any of our existing programs.  
 

Last year’s allocation went to a 
wide range of programs and 
initiatives, including support 
for a newly released prisoner 
from the Partaker’s program, 
support for a Unitarian Univer-
salist Urban Ministry arts pro-
gram in Roxbury, the purchase of a changing ta-
ble for use by young families, support for mailings 
and events, and support for an upcoming youth 
service trip. For more information, or to see the 
complete allocation report, contact Keith Sims. 
 

Please send your thoughts and recommendations 
to Keith Sims by May 8.  
 

Help Us Reach Outside Our Walls 

Deborah Pope-Lance Will Preach 
 

On Sunday, May 1, we are delighted to have  

the Rev. Dr. Deborah J. Pope-Lance preaching. 

An Affiliate Minister at First Parish since 1997, 

Deborah is engaged in a community ministry, 

serving as a consultant to clergy and congrega-

tions on the ethics of ministerial practice and 

maintaining a psychotherapy practice in Natick 

specializing in relationships of all kinds. Some 

may remember her serving as Minister at First 

Parish, Sudbury in the 1980s and '90s; a few with 

longer memories may recall her from the 1970s, 

when she served as our first student/intern min-

ister and became the first 

women ordained by First 

Parish. Her sermon on May 

1 is titled “Stories We Tell.” 

 

Sunday, May 1 

You never know what 

you’ll find at Rummage! 

Rummage 2016 

mailto:kkssiimmss11@verizon.net
mailto:kkssiimmss11@verizon.net
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Highlights of Rummage 2016, part 1 

Rummage Wrap-Up 
 

Once again, the Rummage Sale was a huge success! 

Despite all the snowy, windy, nasty weather in the 

early part of the week, our spirits refused to be 

dampened and we were rewarded with an absolutely 

perfect day on Saturday. For me, the presence of 

many young families and the huge success of our Fla-

mingo Café were this year’s highlights. Congratula-

tions to Beth Butler, Molly Faulkner, Haley Kulow and 

our wonderful Youth Groups!  

 

Our gross proceeds came in at $21,600, a little below 

last year’s record-breaking $23,600. Interestingly, our 

gate was not quite as high as last year and Keith Sims 

(once an engineer always an engineer) has analyzed 

that “87% of the data are explained by a linear corre-

lation between gate and total gross revenue looking 

at the last 8 years.” Very interesting. So you now 

know one of our focuses for next year!  

 

There are many ways to judge the success of Rum-

mage besides the money we raise. For one thing, we 

are recycling, and we are making available a lot of 

stuff at very low prices—in a fun and festive way. Did 

you know many of our most loyal customers are buy-

ing for further outreach to others in need?  

 

For Deb and me—and we hope for all of you who 

worked so hard on Rummage—the joy of Rummage is 

the fun we are having with you working together in 

community.  

 

THANK YOU for all of your hard work and good  

spirits,  

 

Kathie Cromwell 
Deb Stubeda 

$21,600! 

SAVE THE DATE 

(and the week before!) 

 

Next Year’s Rummage Sale  
 

APRIL 1, 2017 

mailto:kscromwell@comcast.net
mailto:wolffstub@verizon.net
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All Hail the Rummage Queens,  

Kathie Cromwell and  Deb Stubeda,  

for their boundless energy and  

can-do spirit. Well done, ladies! 

Highlights of Rummage 2016, cont’d 

Rummage photos! 

These and many, many other pictures 

of our fabulous Rummage Sale are 

available on our website. Many thanks 

as always to our talented and generous 

photographer Brad Keyes! 

Did You Know? 

30% of Our Net Rummage  

Proceeds Benefit Charitable  

Organizations 
 

For many years, 30% of our net Rummage 
proceeds have gone to charity -- but 
which charities and in what amounts? 
That’s up to the members of the First Par-
ish Women’s Alliance. It’s a two-step pro-
cess. First, interested parties pitch their 
causes and charities to the board of the 
Women’s Alliance. From these presenta-
tions the board chooses a list from which 
all the women of First Parish vote the fi-
nal disbursements.  
 

Come Pitch Your  

Charity’s Cause 
 

Pitch Night is Tuesday, May 10, from 7-9 
p.m. in Stokey Library. All are invited to 
make presentations. Email Helen Green 
to reserve a 15-minute time slot. 
  

Tuesday, May 10 

A Call to Vote 

For All First Parish Women 
  

This year’s vote of the Women’s Alli-

ance (by definition, all the women of 

First Parish) will take place after the ser-

vice on Sunday, May 22, at 11:20 a.m. in 

the Sunroom. Grab a coffee and come 

to this short meeting. Let’s all do this 

small good deed so others can do great 

ones.  
  

Sunday, May 22 

http://www.uuwayland.org/?p=11801
mailto:helenbg@comcast.net
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Highlights of Rummage 2016, cont’d 

Next Year! 

 

Please consider joining Deb and Kathie in managing and exe-

cuting the Rummage Sale next year. They particularly need 

more help the actual week of Rummage. Look at your calen-

dars. Next year’s sale will take place on April Fool’s Day. 

Yes, you read that right! We plan to have fun with that …   

The Rummage Book Cart Has Arrived 
 

The “Rummage Book Cart in the Commons” is here! The Rum-
mage Committee is pleased to sponsor the Book Cart in hopes 
of encouraging folks to swap and read good books all year long. 
We have initially stocked the cart with books culled from the 
Rummage Sale donations. Please give $1 to borrow a book or 
$2 to keep a book. The cash box is attached to the cart, and 
proceeds go to Rummage. 
 

We know we have many avid readers at First Parish, and we 
welcome your book donations. We envision the cart filled with 
fiction, nonfiction, history, spiritual books, Pilates and yoga 
books, cookbooks, cozy mystery novels, recent travel books—
even good DVDs. We also have a Young Readers shelf. There is 
a plastic bin beside the cart where you can leave your donated 
books. (Please do not put your books directly on the cart but 
rather in the bin! Excess donations will be added to the cart at 
a later time or saved for the Rummage Sale.) Donation receipts 
for all donations are available from the office.  
 

Our hope is that the cart will serve as a virtual book group at 
least some of the time. You will find bookmarks on the cart that 
you can place in books you wish to share and discuss with your 
fellow parishioners. Just write “I recommend this!” with a word 
or two of explanation and give your name. You will be pleasant-
ly surprised at Coffee Hour when you become engaged in a 
good book discussion or find a fellow lover of who-dun-its! All 
recommended books will be placed on the cart. 
 

Please thank Ross Trimby who generously made the Book Cart 
as we had envisioned it.  
 

Your Rummage Co-Chairs, 
 

Kathie Cromwell  
Deb Stubeda   

mailto:kscromwell@comcast.net
mailto:wolffstub@verizon.net
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Lifespan Religious Education 

With the start of May and June quickly approaching, 
my mind turns not only to the end of this church 
year but to the preparations for next year. We have 
had many exciting programs this year. Some pro-
grams have been traditions here at First Parish and 
some we have changed or added new.  
 

For example, we have evolved our elementary and 
youth programming into a new “Spiritual and Ethical 
Education for Kids”—or SEEK—program. The SEEK 
program includes some stimulating curriculums that 
explore things like how to make decisions about 
what is right and wrong from a Unitarian Universalist 
perspective; how Unitarian Universalists throughout 
history have lived their lives to make social changes; 
and what ethical tales and lessons can be found in 
Dr. Seuss. It also includes a workshop rotation that 
give hands-on experiences in our Fourth Principle—
the search for truth and meaning. We also offer Our 
Whole Lives sexuality education for Grades 5, 7-8, 
and 9, and we have Youth Groups for both Middle 
School and High School, including a youth service 
trip. A very busy SEEK program, indeed! 

 

As many have no-
ticed, the number of 
children leaving for 
our morning SEEK 
program on Sunday 
mornings has been 
lower than it has 
been in the past. The 
Lifespan Religious 
Education Committee 
and I have been 
thinking hard about 
how to accommodate 

the changing landscape of family life. We are work-
ing to put programming in place for the children and 
youth who are active in SEEK and that will invite oth-
er children and youth to join us on Sunday mornings.  
 

We have also worked hard this year to offer more 
programming for multiage groups and for adults in 
our congregation. We have offered a range of pro-
grams including book discussions, Theology on Tap, a 
Pizza and a Movie Night, a mindfulness class, a panel 
discussion on mass incarcera-
tion, an incredibly successful 
symposium on death and dy-
ing, and many more. We are 
hoping to offer choices that 
will appeal to folks in our 
congregation and to continue 
to work to open the doors of 
the church and invite more 
people to come and join us 
here at First Parish. It has 
been wonderful to see so 
many people participate in the programming we 
have offered this year, and we hope to keep the bar 
high for next year. 
 

All of these programs need commitment from all of 
us to make them work. Next year we will need lots of 
help planning and setting up all the programs we will 
be offering. We will especially need help in our SEEK 
program. In fact, we will begin recruiting for teachers 
for next year’s SEEK program this month. We will ask 
for people to make the commitment of 8 weeks over 
the year to the SEEK program. We want to offer 
classroom experiences that will engage the children 
in our program and help to make it grow. If you have 
not taught before we will offer training and much 
support as you work with our children and youth. 
Our goal is to make it fun.  
 

The old saying about many hands making light work 

is so true. Please help to make our work light—and 

rewarding. 

 

Kate Holland 
Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

Golden Chalice art by Tony Baldwin 

http://www.uuchaliceart.com
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The Youth Perspective 

This year has been full of activities for the youth in 
this church. We started off the fall with a great turn-
out at the all-youth outing to the Corn Maze at Hon-
ey Pot Farm. Later, we supported a cause near and 
dear to the congregation’s heart by taking part in the 
ALS walk representing team WillWin. A big part of 
the fall logistically was reformatting the Youth Room 
to make it better suit all the needs that come along 
with a robust youth program. The High Schoolers 
broke in their newly donated couches and wall-
mounted TV with a movie night.  
 

This year we implemented mentor/mentee relation-
ships in the 8th-grade Coming of Age class, which 
have been a total success. Those youth kicked off the 
year with a dinner with their mentors in December. 
Around the winter holidays all the youth had a “Very 
Elf Brunch” with spaghetti and pancakes (true to 
Buddy the Elf) while watching the movie “Elf.” Lots of 
middle and high school youth came together to dec-
orate cookies for the Carol Sing, and we had a blast 
joining the Rev. Stephanie May in leading the carols. 
A few of the youth also joined me for the Dining for 
Dollars gingerbread house decorating event hosted 
by the Genovese family.  
 

We rang in the New Year the best way we could 
think, with a trip to Fun and Games! In March, 10 
High School youth put together a very strong Youth 
Service talking about Racism Locally. I was so proud 
of all of them--the weeks of preparation really paid 

off. And they’re 
not done yet. 
Twelve awe-
some high 
schoolers will 
join Brad and 
Susie Keyes and 
me on a service 
trip overnight 
on May 6-7.  
 

The spring has 
been filled with 
wonderful 
church-wide 

and multi-generational events. The Coming of Age 
class worked with Chauncey Wilson to make chili for 
60 men at Turning Point shelter. The Spring Fling 
dance was a blast with the youth busting a few 
choice dance moves. We brought back the Flaming 
Pink Flamingo 
Cafe at Rum-
mage with a 
great turnout 
from both youth 
and congregants 
who baked the 
yummy treats we 
sold--not to men-
tion all the high 
school and mid-
dle schoolers 
who participated 
in selling, sorting, 
and shopping at 
Rummage. 
 

We will round 
out the year with 
another all-youth 
outing this 
month to play miniature golf. The capstone of the 
year will be a wonderful Coming of Age Credo service 
on May 22. Whether they were members of the 
Youth Groups, Coming of Age class, or just youth 
who joined in for an event or two this year, we can 
truly be proud of the many fun, wonderful, 
thoughtful, and responsible young adults that are 
members of this congregation. 
 

Kate Holland, our Director of Lifespan Religious Edu-
cation, has been such a blessing to the youth in this 
church, working hard to connect and support me in 
every possible way to make this year a strong and 
prosperous year for our youth. With just six weeks to 
go before summer, I thank Kate and the youth for a 
very good year. 
 

 

Haley Kulow 
Youth Coordinator 
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News from the Lifespan Religious  

Education Committee 
 
We have many exciting events in May that advance 
one of the tenets of our newly approved Mission 
Statement—to search for meaning—by creating op-
portunities for all ages to explore values and princi-
ples that orient and guide us through life.  
 

New this year: Art Abloom. This multigenerational 
program starts in our SEEK classes where children 
and youth will create art on Sunday April 24 and 

May 1. Adults will then take 
on the challenge of express-
ing one of the art works in a 
floral arrangement. Jean Mil-
burn will offer a flower ar-
ranging class on May 20 at 
7:00 p.m. for those who 
need a little support. Please 
bring your own flowers and 
container. Flowers and art 
works will be displayed 
throughout the church on 
Sunday, May 22. Contact 
Kate Holland if you might be 
interested in expressing art 

through flowers.  
 

On Sunday, May 1 we will hold our annual Teacher 
Appreciation Breakfast beginning at 9 a.m. in the  
Vestry. 
 

Theology on Tap continues at the Local on Tuesday, 
May 3 at 7:00 to 8:30. 
 

Our High School Youth group will go on their Over-
night Youth Service Trip May 6 and 7 to CityReach 
Boston. There is still time to contribute travel-sized 
toiletries and new underwear and socks in the collec-
tion area in the Commons.  
 

On Saturday, May 7 we invite children and caregiv-
ers to drop by between 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. to Make 
a Present for Mother’s Day. Mom will love the spe-
cial pot with a flower in it created especially for her 
on her special day. 
 

On Friday, May 13 from 6:00 to 8:00 we will be hav-
ing a Family Movie Night. Enjoy pizza and popcorn as 
we watch “Finding Nemo,” a movie with life lessons 
for children and parents alike. This program fits in 
nicely with our monthly theme for May: Laugher and 
Humor. A week later, on Saturday, May 21, we will 
have a Potluck and Movie Night for Grown-Ups, also 
on the monthly theme of Humor. 
 

Our fifth graders will be continuing with OWL this 
month.  
 

May is also the time we begin to Recruit Teachers for 
next year’s SEEK program. Please consider teaching 
whether you have children in the program or not. 
There are a variety of opportunities available that  
allow us to use your special talents, not all of which 
conflict with Sunday morning worship services. 
Please fill out a volunteer form in the Vestry. We 
cannot run the wonderful programing we offer with-
out your help and support! 

 

Joan Shear  
Lifespan Religious Education Committee  

 

 

 

 

 

 
       

         

 

 

   Busy as bees  

           this month! 

Humor does not diminish the pain,  

it makes the space around it get bigger—Allen Klein 
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Green Sanctuary 

UU Want to Learn to Grow Vegetables? 

UU Want to Work in Our Pantry Garden? 
 

Here’s your perfect opportunity to garden and to do good! Consider 
joining us – Molly Faulkner, Janet Hadingham, Andrea Case, and 
Kathleen Lang – four caretakers of the First Parish Pantry Garden. 
You can learn about growing vegetables by growing them or you 
can take more of a mentoring role.  
 

We were given an adjacent second plot that we’ve cleared of many 
things – small trees, bittersweet, old fencing, and weeds, weeds, 
weeds. We’ve made a good dent in it but want to get it planted this year. 
We also have a fencing project for which we could use some strong hands 
and bodies.  
 

Last year we grew tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, husk cherries, squash, and potatoes for two family shelters 
in Framingham as well as a monthly food pantry at Parmenter. In years past, we’ve combined our harvest with 
produce from the gardens at Claypit Hill and the Middle School. This year we’re reaching out to other plot-
holders at the Community Garden to organize a way to take their extra produce. If you are interested, email 
Molly at or talk with Janet, Andrea, or Kathleen. 
 
 

Opposing the West Roxbury Lateral Pipeline Project 
 

The Rev. Stephanie May, Janet Hadingham, and Molly Faulkner attended a rally 
in April at which UUs from all over Massachusetts were gathered to support 
Boston residents against the West Roxbury Lateral Pipeline project. Many 
prominent UU ministers and others spoke; Fred Small led us in song; and we 
walked to the construction site sing-
ing and carrying signs. The North-
east Energy Direct pipeline expan-
sion project proposed by Kinder 

Morgan Energy’s subsidiary, Tennessee Gas Pipeline Co, has been 
suspended, but the West Roxbury Lateral Pipeline has not. Demon-
strators urged the Texas-based Spectra Corporation to abandon its 
intention to dig up neighborhood streets in Boston in order to ex-
port its natural gas to international markets.  
 
 

Recycling Reminders for Wayland Residents 
 

Recycling textiles. The Wayland Schools PTO Green Team has teamed up with Bay State Textiles to take “the 
good, the bad and the ugly” in designated collection boxes at all five schools and at the Transfer Station. Every 
year 21 BILLION pounds of textiles are thrown away in the United States. Fortunately, 45% of these textiles can  

A sampling of vegetables from an earlier harvest  
from the First Parish Pantry Garden. 

continued on the next page 

mailto:farringtonfamily1@verizon.net
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Help Create a Safe  

New Home for a Family 

The Sudbury-Wayland-Lincoln Domestic Vio-

lence Roundtable cordially invites you to par-

ticipate in “Shower for Shelters,” a gift-raising 

event for families establishing more secure 

homes, from Friday, April 29 through Monday, 

May 9. Families transitioning from a shelter to 

a place of their own appreciate our gifts of 

new household items, such as towels, twin 

sheets, cleaning products, flatware, pots and 

pans, crib sheets, clothes hangers, diapers, 

and Charlie cards.   

For more suggestions for what to donate, see 

the “wish list” of items posted on the Social 

Action bulletin board in the Vestry or on the 

Domestic Violence Roundtable website. Deliv-

er unwrapped gifts to the donation basket at 

the Wayland Public Library. All gifts are donat-

ed to clients of REACH, Voices Against Vio-

lence, and The Second Step. 

 

Lynn Trimby 
For the Domestic Violence Roundtable 

Do it for Mother’s Day! 

 
be reused, 30% can be turned into wiping cloths, and 20% can be recycled into new 
products. You can help by recycling your worn clothing, linens, and other textiles. 
Visit Bay State Textiles for a list of items accepted for donation. 
 

Recycling plastic bags. Remember to recycle your plastic bags 
separately at the Transfer Station, at the supermarket, or at 
curbside pickup. While many things can go into single-stream re-
cycling, plastic bags absolutely cannot as they can clog the gears 
of the huge sorting machines causing much expense and waste.  

Green Sanctuary, cont’d. 

This is what the textile collection boxes look like. 

Social Action 

UUSC News  
 

  The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) is 

working with its partners at Asociación Movimiento Mi 

Cometa in Ecuador to provide immediate relief to commu-

nities affected by last month’s devastating 7.8-magnitude 

earthquake in the northern coastal region of the country. 

Hundreds of people were trapped and buildings and bridges 

collapsed, magnifying the suffering of many already poor 

and marginalized communities. You can help provide hu-

manitarian assistance to those most in need by sending in a 

donation to UUSC. You can learn more about the UUSC’s Ec-

uador campaign here.  
 

  The UUSC works with partners around the world on secur-

ing water rights. This year they celebrated World Water Day 

(March 24) by introducing a new product, Hand in Hand, a 

sustainable soap company, at The Good Buy, UUSC’s online 

store. For each Hand in Hand product you buy, Hand in Hand 

donates one bar of soap and one month of clean water to a 

child in the Global South — and their soap doesn’t wreck the 

environment or take advantage of workers along the way. 

Plus, your Good Buy pur-

chase helps fund UUSC’s 

human rights programs 

around the world. 
 

For more information 

about UUSC projects, con-

tact Bobby Robinson. 

http://www.domesticviolenceroundtable.org/showerforshelters
http://www.reachma.org/
http://www.smoc.org/voices-against-violence.php
http://www.smoc.org/voices-against-violence.php
http://www.thesecondstep.org/Home.aspx
http://baystatetextiles.com/
http://www.uusc.org/updates/uusc-stands-with-the-people-of-ecuador-in-wake-of-disaster#sthash.vjEun3ZF.dpuf
http://actnow.uusc.org/site/R?i=MGxfct9ovIOveZNmYpK6Ww
mailto:bdr501@comcast.net
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Social Action, cont’d 

Habitat for Humanity 
  

Join our merry band of builders on Saturday, May 21 

for our third First Parish Habitat Build Day at the Way-

land Habitat for Humanity site on Stonebridge Road. 

There are tasks for all levels of ability. We'll be work-

ing with the two new families who will be getting keys 

this summer for their affordable housing. We need 

onsite workers and help with lunch prep (kids espe-

cially welcome here). Work starts at 8 a.m. sharp at 

the site. The a.m. shift is 8-12 and the p.m. shift is 

about 1-4. Questions? Contact Keith Sims. Let's do 

this! 

Saturday, May 21 

Talk to Molly Faulkner 
about helping out in the 
Green Sanctuary’s Pan-
try Garden this year. 

The More Things Change 
 

Our drivers were greeted by a new face and an old one 

when they pulled into Turning Point on April 11. Turning 

Point’s long-time cook, Frank Boston, welcomed Peggy 

Holland and Marney Ives and their carload of food with 

his usual overflowing enthusiasm. He was planning din-

ner before the trunk was fully open! Frank had news of 

his own. He has been offered a job as a cook for a larger 

facility in Worcester, and will be leaving May 1. Peggy 

says he seemed really excited about the new challenge. 

Chris Orcutt, Turning Point’s new director, was there to 

greet our drivers as well, and to introduce himself. Chris 

is only 30 years old but, as Frank confided, he began 

working at homeless shelters with his dad when he was 

just 15, so he knows his stuff. Chris 

gave a warm welcome, and made it 

clear that he hopes our relationship 

with Turning Point can continue un-

changed. 
 

Many thanks to the cooks and drivers 

who provided dinner in this pivotal 

month. It takes grit to face a chili pot 

right after Rummage but Beth Butler, 

Kathleen Lang, and Melinda Morgan 

came through generously! Sandy Hoyt did bread and 

butter for 45 all by herself. Marney did dessert as well as 

driving, and Annie Stubbs brought the men two boxes of 

clementines. Talk about making a good first impression!  
 

We’ll be cooking for Turning Point on May 9 and June 13 

– a bit less food than usual since the shelter tends to be 

less full in the warmer months – 

before we switch to providing 

“picnics” for July, August, and 

September. If you haven’t 

cooked yet this year, it is not too 

late to get involved. It’s a simple menu – 

chili, bread and butter, fruit and/or dessert - and pans 

and recipes for the chili are provided. The members of 

the Turning Point Committee transport the food from 

the church to Turning Point. Sign-up sheets are on the 

Vestry table. If you have questions, please speak to any 

member of the Turning Point Committee – Beth Butler, 

Peggy Holland, Sandy Hoyt, Melinda Morgan, Suzanne 

Reitz, Deb Stubeda, Annie Stubbs, and Penny Wilson.  

 
 

Penny Wilson 

for the Turning Point Committee  
 

 

Turning Point 

Roxbury Work Day 

Late deciders welcome 

Contact Bill Morrison  

Sunday, May 1 

mailto:kkssiimmss11@verizon.net
mailto:farringtonfamily1@verizon.net
mailto:wmorrison@gmail.com
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Legal Notice 

First Parish in Wayland Annual Meeting 
Sunday, May 15, 2016 

 

The regular ANNUAL MEETING of the First Parish in Wayland will be held on Sunday, 

May 15, 2016 immediately following the 10:00 a.m. service in the Meetinghouse 

Sanctuary. The purpose of the meeting is to act upon the following items:  

 

I. The election of Officers, Trustees, and Nominating Committee members and the 
filling of Parish Committee vacancies. The Nominating Committee will present 
the following slate for approval. Nominations may also be made from the floor. 

  

Position              Nominee(s)           Term Expires  

 

Moderator         Lea Anderson              2017 

Treasurer            Laurie Bent     2017 

Clerk                    Elizabeth Butler    2017 

  

Parish Committee  

   Lynn Trimby (2-year term)              2018 

   Kathy Genovese (4-year term)            2020 

   John Thompson (4-year term)  2020 

  

Trustees 

   Ross Trimby (Current Chair)                2017 

   Charlie Anderson                                  2017 

   Barbara Buell                                         2017 

   Larry Green                                            2017 

   Chris Nelson                                           2017  

  

Nominating Committee 

   Joel Silberman (Chair)                         2017 

   Nan Jahnke                                           2017 

   Clare Lewis    2017 

   Lynne Morrison                                    2017 

    

II. Reports from the Trustees and Committees   
 

III. Reports from the Minister   
 

IV. Vote to approve the Affiliate Minister, Deborah Pope-Lance  

V. Adoption of the church’s budget for 2016-2017 
continued on next page 
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Legal Notice 

First Parish in Wayland Annual Meeting 
Sunday May 15, 2016 

continued 
 

IV. Vote on the Changes to the By-Laws of the First Parish in Wayland. The pro- 

        posed amendment has been considered by the Parish Committee and the Par- 

        ish Committee supports making the changes as proposed. The amendment con- 

        cerns changes in the language to Article II – Covenant. 
 

Existing Language in By-Laws: Article II 
“In the search for truth in freedom and in the spirit of love, we unite for worship, 
community, and service.” 
 

Proposed Changes in By-Laws of First Parish: Article II 

“With open minds and loving hearts, we gather to search for meaning, to care for 

one another, and to work for a better world.”  
 

The new Covenant Statement was approved by the members of First Parish at a 

Special Meeting on January 31, 2016. 
 

VII.  Any other business that may properly come before the Annual Meeting. Please  

        submit any proposed motions to the Clerk, Lynn Trimby, at least three days in  

        advance of the Meeting. 

 

All are welcome to attend the Annual Meeting, however, only members of First Parish 

in Wayland may vote. To be eligible to vote at the Meeting, one must have signed the 

membership book prior to the Meeting. A quorum of twenty-five members is needed 

to enact any business to come before the Meeting. 

 

 

Lynn Trimby, Clerk 

First Parish in Wayland 
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About First Parish in Wayland 

What’s Up Around First Parish 

The Wayland Unitarian is the monthly newsletter of 
The First Parish in Wayland, a Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation. Weekly calendar announcements are 
listed in the Order of Service available at the Sunday 
service, and a full calendar of events is posted on our 
website.    
 

Worship Services and Spiritual and Ethical Educa-
tion for Kids (SEEK) Program  

Sundays at 10 am 

 

Location and Address 

First Parish is located at 225 Boston Post Road in 
Wayland, Massachusetts, at the corner of Routes 20, 
126 and 27. Our mailing address is: P.O. Box 397, 
Wayland MA 01778. 
 

Web Address: www.uuwayland.org   

On Facebook 

 

Parish Office Hours  

Monday-Friday, 8:30 am-1:30 pm 

 

Office Phone Number 

Phone:  508-358-6133  
 

Our Ministers 

The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May, Minister  
508-358-6133 ext. 403, smay@uuwayland.org     

The Rev. Ken Sawyer, Minister Emeritus 
The Rev. Dr. Deborah Pope-Lance, Affiliate Minister 

Our Staff 

Kate Holland, Director of Lifespan Religious  
Education 
508-358-6133 ext. 404, kholland@uuwayland.org    

Polly Oliver, Music Director and Organist 
978-369-0886, pauline01742@gmail.com  

Haley Kulow, Youth Coordinator  
508-358-6133, hkulow@uuwayland.org 

Paige O’Brien, Parish Administrator  
508-358-6133, ext. 402, office@uuwayland.org  

Oscar Vasquez, Sexton  
508-358-6133, oscarvsqz@aol.com  

Michelle Poch & Christine Bracken, Nursery Care  
508-358-6133  

 
 
 

 
 

 
The First Parish in Wayland, 

A Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation 

 

http://www.uuwayland.org
http://www.uuwayland.org
http://www.uuwayland.org
https://www.facebook.com/fpw1815?fref=ts
mailto:smay@uuwayland.org
mailto:kholland@uuwayland.org
mailto:pauline01742@gmail.com
mailto:hkulow@uuwayland.org
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
mailto:oscarvsqz@aol.com

