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June Highlights 
 

June  4:    Mount Auburn Cemetery Walk  
     Men’s Book Club 
June 7:     Guest Minister The Rev. Ken Reeves 
     Parish Committee Listening Hour after  
     the service in the Sunroom 
June 14:   Flower Sunday and Anniversary Picnic  
 

 

 Let’s Hear It for Community Life! 
  

We have had a grand year of activities and events here at First Parish: Password 
Management classes, potlucks, an African Drumming workshop, a Spring Fling, a 
guided tour of the Golden Ball Museum, a hike through newly acquired Sudbury 
Valley Trustee land, a walk through Mount Auburn Cemetery (coming up!), and so 
much more. Some of these events have been created and brought to life by the 
Community Life Committee and one – the amazing Old Fashioned Picnic coming up 
on Flower Sunday – is a joint venture of the CLC and the Anniversary Committee. 
Still other events have come about through the bright ideas of people like you.  
 

Please help us shape the community life of First Parish next year. What expertise 
or talent could you share with us? What great idea can you breathe life into? What 
would you like the committee to bring to our life together? Please be in touch over 
the summer! And if you should see some Community Life Committee members 
(sometimes known as the “funsters!”), please join me in thanking them for a great 
year. A list of committee members is here. In the meantime, take a look at the 
events still on the calendar for this year, below and on page 3. 

 

Lynne Lipcon 
Chair, Community Life Committee 

 

The Wayland Unitarian  
June 2015  

Flower Sunday  

Anniversary Celebration Picnic 
 

We are celebrating 375 years as a  
congregation and 200 years in our 
Meetinghouse. We’re celebrating with 
great BBQ, games, Morris dancers, a 
maypole, a carousel organ, and more. 
Join us! Click here for details.  

 

Sunday, June 14 

Fellowship Dinners 

Save the Date! 
 

The Fellowship Dinners will be back  
in September thanks to organizers  
Greta Stone, Rachel Sideman-Kurtz, 
and Will Ryan. Mark your calendars 
and watch for details in the  
September newsletter. 

 

Saturday, Sept. 26 

mailto:info@communitylife.org
mailto:info@communitylife.org
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The Unitarian Will Take  

a Summer Break and  

Return in the Fall. 

First Parish Annual Meeting 

May 31, 2015 

After the Service  

In the Sanctuary 

Click Here for the Slate of Officers 

Lay Ministers’ Summer Schedule 
 

The Lay Ministers team is ready to help with rides, 
meals, counsel, and conversation all summer long. 
Feel free to contact them at any time. 
 

The Lay Minister for June is Kathleen Lang (508-653-

1028). The Lay Minister for July is Michael Genovese 

(508-788-1131), and the Lay Minister for August is 

Penny Beer (508-358-4337). 

June Services 
  

Here is a list of this month’s regular worship services 

and who will be leading them. The worship service 

begins at 10 a.m.  
 

June 7 
The Rev. Dr. Ken Reeves, Guest Minister 

“Samurai v. Monk”: This service looks at a perennial 

challenge with which people contend: conflict.  

How do I win? What if I lose? When there are  

winners and losers, in a way everyone loses.  

Another option quietly beckons.   

 

June 14 
Flower Sunday 

The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May will lead our traditional 

multigenerational end-of-year service. As is our cus-

tom, everyone is encouraged to bring a flower or two 

to share. Please bring your flowers to the basket at 

the front of the church before the service begins.  

 

Is your pledge form 

still sitting in the mail 

basket? Scan it and 

email it here. 

Please sign up to 

host on June 7. 

We also need  

flowers that day. 

Summer Services begin June 28.  

For a preliminary listing click here,  

then watch for email and website  

announcements throughout  

the summer. 

Water Sunday, the First Service of  

the 2015-2016 Church Year, 

Will Be on September 13. 

mailto:kathlang38@gmail.com
mailto:meng1131@gmail.com
mailto:pdbeer@comcast.net
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
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Transgender Lives 

A Panel Discussion 
 

The High School Youth Group and the Welcoming 

Congregation Committee invite you to attend a pan-

el discussion about 

transgender lives on Sunday, 

May 31, from 4 to 6 p.m. in 

the Sanctuary. We plan to pre-

sent a panel of speakers who 

experience transgender lives 

from several different perspec-

tives, including an adult who 

transitioned from female to 

male as an adolescent, the 

parent of a young person 

whose gender identity is not the same as his/her sex 

at birth, and a psychologist who has some training 

and experience in this area. There will be an oppor-

tunity to write down questions for our panelists. 

Whether you identify as transgender, are a friend of 

the transgender and gender-fluid community, or just 

want to understand transgender lives better, you are 

welcome to join us. Older youth, Grade 8 and up, are 

especially welcome, whether they regularly attend 

Youth Group or not. Open to the public. 

 

Sunday, May 31 

 

Golden Chalice art by Tony Baldwin 

What’s Up Around First Parish 

A Twilight Walk Through  

Mount Auburn Cemetery 
 

Mount Auburn Cemetery is the oldest “public land-

scape” in the United States—pre-dating Central Park 

and Boston’s own “Emerald Necklace”—but that 

doesn’t begin to describe its magic. It is a bird sanc-

tuary, a botanical garden, an historic site (including 

the graves of many prominent 19th-century Unitari-

an Universalists, famous authors, and many other 

historical figures), and an extraordinary collection of 

art and architecture.  
 

Join Lynne Cavanaugh and Jim Kitendaugh for a  

private twilight reception and tour of Mount Auburn 

Cemetery hosted by Mount Auburn President Dave 

Barnett and Vice President Jane Carroll and spon-

sored by the Community Life Committee. Join us on 

Thursday, June 4, at 5:00 p.m. at Bigelow Chapel at 

Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge for wine or 

soft drinks and light appetizers. Parking provided 

(and carpools if interest warrants). We will begin the 

tour promptly at 5:30 and complete our walk by 

7:00. Space is limited; please sign up directly with 

Lynne Cavanaugh. Golf carts are available for a small 

number of people with 

mobility issues. Rain or 

shine. 

 

Thurs., June 4 
 
The Egyptian Revival Sphinx at 

Mount Auburn Cemetery 

Knitting Group 
 
Do you love to knit or want to learn? There’s a small 
group of knitters who meet on Wednesday evenings and 
would welcome you. All fiber arts welcome. From time 
to time, this group meets in homes, so if you are new 
to the group, please contact Greta Stone (508-358-
4729) to confirm location.  

Just Sandy being Sandy. 

http://www.uuchaliceart.com
mailto:LynneMCavanaugh@gmail.com
mailto:GretaGay@Gmail.com
tel:508.358.4729
tel:508.358.4729
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Reflections from Stephanie 

As this first church year with you comes to a close,  
I am feeling grateful for your welcome and your will-
ingness to embrace a new minister. In the ten months 
I’ve been here, we have worshipped together, laughed 
together, planned and dreamed together. We’ve seen 
changes. There are new posters illustrating our shared 
Unitarian Universalist principles. We shared a holy mo-
ment of candlelight and song during the Christmas Eve 
service. Together we are exploring how the new teal 
hymnals work best for us in worship. Some changes 
have been losses with certain long-time rituals either 
absent or rethought. For example, the “last announce-
ment” is now a part of the opening announcements 
(just email me if you would like an “in-person” an-
nouncement). And here’s another change: For Flower 
Sunday, on June 14, I would like to ask everyone to 
place their flowers at the front of the Sanctuary before 
the service.  

Over the summer, the pace may slow, but First Parish 
in Wayland is not “closed,” nor do our spiritual needs 
cease. Rather, we are invited to seek out different 

ways to feed our spirituality. There are summer ser-
vices here at First Parish. There are lay ministers avail-
able for a visit or to help find support. While I will be 
rejuvenating my spirit with study leave and vacation 
from June 28-August 9, I remain available for pastoral 
emergencies (617-519-5504). Wherever you are this 
summer and with whomever you find yourself, I hope 
that you will experience a renewed sense of apprecia-
tion for the gifts of your life, your communities, and 
this wondrous world we share. 

As you journey through your summer, I want us to 
continue the tradition of gathering a small bit of water 
to pour into a shared container on Water Sunday. 
When we return, I want us to share not only where the 
water came from, but to focus on what the water sym-
bolizes for each of you. I’d love for each of us to find a 
few words that capture the essence of what 
makes this water meaningful. In this way, we’ll share 
how we nourished our hearts and spirits over the sum-
mer as we regather in the newly painted sanctuary on 
Sunday, September 13.  

I look forward to a lovely close to this year with our 
Flower Sunday and Anniversary Picnic on June 14. And 
I look forward to starting a new year in September as 
we continue to explore together what it means to 
search for truth in freedom and in a spirit of love, and 
to unite for worship, community, and service. 

Stephanie 
The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May 

At the 8th Grade Coming of Age Ceremony  

in May; photo by Warren Bailey 

What Are Your Big Questions? 
 

In different ways, I have heard people say that they 
come to First Parish to wrestle with big questions and 
explore life’s issues and concerns. As we look to next 
year, I’d love to hear what’s on your mind. What issues, 
concepts, or themes would you like to see First Parish 
explore? More and more congregations are experi-
menting with what’s called theme-based ministry. By 

identifying a monthly theme, the congregation can ex-
plore the theme in different ways—from sermons,* to 
personal reflection, to small groups, to religious educa-
tion. Please mail or email your ideas to me or to the 
Parish House office by June 14. 

—Stephanie   
 

*Note: Theme-based ministry does not mean every 
sermon in a month will on the theme. Often, it is only  
1 or 2.  

http://www.uua.org/re/themes
http://www.uua.org/re/adults/group
mailto:smay@uuwayland.org
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
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On Thursday, May 14, the Parish Committee held its 

monthly meeting. We covered a number of topics  

including the ongoing search for a DLRE, the annual 

budget, the stewardship campaign, and who would 

succeed the current committee co-chairs, Brad Carver 

and Lynne Morrison. We also happily voted to confirm 

three new members of our congregation: Kathy and 

John Heckscher, and Lety Soto. 

The search for a new DLRE is proceeding apace with 

great promise, thanks to the outstanding work of the 

search committee. Stephanie reports a number of 

highly qualified candidates have applied and are in  

the process of being interviewed.  

Regarding the budget, the Finance Committee pre-

sented the Parish Committee with a draft budget for 

2015-2016 as well as some longer-term considerations 

aimed at reducing the dependence of the budget on 

external drivers. The Parish Committee will be consid-

ering these suggestions at a future date. Because this 

year’s stewardship campaign has met its original goal, 

the Parish Committee was able to approve a neutral 

draft budget for the next year.  

This is not to imply that the stewardship campaign is 

complete! This year, we budgeted a pledge figure of 

$346,000. So far, we have received $347,100 in pledg-

es, and we are not quite done yet.  

In other financial news, the committee voted to ap-
point Charlie Anderson as the “authorized person” for 
the Horace S. Sears Fund, a general expense fund held 

by the UUA for the benefit of First Parish in Wayland. 
We also went through a very well prepared proposal 
for allocating a portion of the Social Outreach Fund. 
This year we voted to allocate $5,000 of the fund in 
the following manner:  

 $1,500 for the new Outreach Committee 
 $500 to the Newcomers’ Committee 
 $2,000 to the Social Action Council for their work 
 $1,000 for trip/event expenses, especially for 

youth 

The Parish Committee also began its annual succes-

sion planning discussion, during which the current 

chairs plead for one or more of the other members to 

volunteer to take over the responsibility for the fol-

lowing year. After a night of lively discussion on other 

topics, the room fell awkwardly silent. We revisited 

this most important issue at a later meeting and now 

have a tentative chair—stay tuned!  

In other news, the Trustees of the East Sudbury Minis-

terial Fund (our endowment fund) will recommend at 

the Annual Meeting three changes to the by-laws. The 

Parish Committee voted unanimously to support these 

changes.  

 
David Wells 

For the Parish Committee 

Report from the Parish Committee 

Wait. Where’s Stephanie? 
 

The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May will be away from 

church from June 21 to August 9. Part of the time 

she will be on vacation with her family; part of the 

time she will be engaged in denominational ser-

vice at General Assembly in Portland, Oregon; and 

part of the time she will be on study leave. If you 

have a pastoral emergency, please call her cell 

phone at 617-519-5504. 

Many, many thanks to Brad Carver and 

Lynne Morrison for their calm and 

thoughtful leadership of the Parish  

Committee this year. We feel well and 

safely launched in this first year of 

our new congregational life, and 

Lynne and Brad deserve much 

credit for that. 
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Men's Book Club 
  

We cannot see radio waves, even though they share 

the electromagnetic spectrum with visible light. 

What else is invisible to us yet we 

see as real and essential? Join us as 

we discuss the Pulitzer Prize-winning 

novel All the Light We Cannot See by 

Anthony Doerr. We will meet on 

Thursday, June 4, at 8 p.m. in the 

Stokey Library. Come join us for a 

relaxing hour—especially if you have 

not come before. 

 

Thursday, June 4 

 

What’s Up Around First Parish 

We’re on iTunes! 
 

The First Parish in Wayland has its own iTunes channel 

where you can listen to an ever-growing list of ser-

mons from our pulpit on your electronic devices. You 

can subscribe to iTunes here. Or, if you prefer, visit the 

“Worship" section of our website for access to our 

Sermon Archive, where you can listen to or read ser-

mons going back to 1998. Special thanks to Charlie 

Anderson who has used his skills to improve the sound 

system in the Sanctuary and make these recordings.  

The Rev. Dr. Ken Reeves 
 

The Rev. Dr. Ken Reeves will be our guest minister on 

Sunday, June 7, when he will preach a sermon titled 

“Samurai v. Monk,” which will look 

at one of humankind’s perennial 

challenges: conflict. Ken is a grad-

uate of the Starr King School for 

the Ministry in Berkeley, Califor-

nia, and has served congregations 

in Ohio and Delaware. He has also 

earned a Master’s in Pastoral 

Counseling and a Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology. He is cur-

rently a clinical psychologist with a therapy practice, 

and is a consulting psychologist with the Center 

for Career Development and Ministry.  
 

Sunday, June 7 

The Results Are In, and Rummage 

Proceeds Will Go To …. 
 

Every year, 30% of the net proceeds from our Rum-

mage Sale are given to charities selected by the 

Women’s Alliance. This year funds were awarded to 

the following organizations according to the vote of 

the women who attended the Women's Alliance 

meeting on Sunday, May 10, after Coffee Hour.  

 

Unitarian Universalist Urban Ministry 

Roxbury Youth Program     $2,000 

Bethany House                     $2,000 

Sudbury, Wayland, Lincoln  

Domestic Violence Roundtable     $   700 

Partakers Prison Education           $   700 

Habitat for Humanity (Wayland)   $   300 

Room to Read                                   $   250 

 

Pat Sims 
For the Women’s Alliance  

https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/first-parish-in-wayland-unitarian/id967658574?mt=2
http://www.uuwayland.org
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Lifespan Religious Education 

New Transition Gifts for 5th Graders  
 

When many area students complete fifth grade, they graduate from 

elementary school and prepare to enter Middle School. In recognition 

of this milestone, our congregation has historically given each of our 

fifth graders a Bible each spring. While the Bible is one of our UU 

sources, it is only one of many. This year, the Lifespan Religious Educa-

tion Committee has decided to give the children a different gift that we 

hope will reinforce their UU identity. After considering a number of  

ideas and seeking youth input, we selected a T-shirt with the flaming 

chalice logo on it. This gift will be presented to the fifth grade class  

during the service on May 31. 

  
 

 Sign Up to Teach Sunday School 
 

Please join your fellow parishioners in signing up to serve on a 4-person 

teaching team next year. Signing up to teach is a great way to deepen 

your understanding of Unitarian Universalism, develop intergeneration-

al connections, and give back to our community. 
  

Those who are new to teaching will be placed with an experienced teacher, and high school youth are eligible to 

teach. The Lifespan Religious Education Committee will begin signing up teachers after the service on June 7 and 

June 14. Sign up early for your preferred grade level and/or curriculum. Assistants are also needed for Chapel Sun-

days and Youth Group. 
  

 

 

Register Children and Youth for  

Sunday School and Youth Group in the Fall 
 

It’s time to sign up your children and youth for Sunday School and Youth 

Group. The Lifespan Religious Education Committee will be available after the 

service on June 7 and 14 to accept registration forms. All children and youth 

(infants through grade 12), must be registered to participate in our programs. 

If your child has any special needs, please note them on the registration form 

and arrange to speak with the Director of Religious Education prior to the start 

of classes next fall. Knowing your child’s needs in advance can help us plan 

accordingly.  
 

Please contact a member of the Lifespan Religious Education Committee for 

more information about any Sunday School or Youth Group matter: Joan 

Shear, Bob Dugan, Elizabeth Lewis, Clare Lippincott, Jean Milburn, Jim Peyton, 

Becca Tipton, and Jenny Silberman 

DLRE Hiring  

Committee Update 
 

The hiring committee for a new Director 

of Lifespan Religious Education has re-

ceived several promising applications and 

is pleased with the pool of candidates. 

We are interviewing candidates and ex-

pect to make a final decision in early 

June. We are grateful for the input we 

have received from the congregation. 

Stay tuned!  

 

Jenny Silberman and Nathalie Thompson 

(co-chairs), Bob Dugan, Jennifer Steel, 

Laurel Whitehouse and the Rev. Dr. 

Stephanie May 
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A Sweet Quilt Cake 

 

Let’s make a quilt! Instead of cloth of many colors and 

patterns, let’s bring our “squares” of cake to be pieced to-

gether into a delicious Quilt Cake to be served at the 

375th Anniversary Picnic after church on Flower Sun-

day, June 14. 

 

You’re invited to contribute to the making of the quilt 

cake by bringing an 8” square cake, baked and frosted. 

We are looking for 30 8” square cakes to be pieced to-

gether to form the quilt. Feel free to use a cake mix, or 

buy an 8” square cake. The fun part is how each cake is 

decorated: it can be as simple as frosting the top and 

sides of each cake in a color of your choice, or you can 

decorate your quilt cake square with a unique design re-

lating to you and First Parish. 

 

Cakes can be delivered to the church on Saturday, June 

13.  The drop-off location and time and will be posted 

well before June 13. 

 
If you would like to help assemble the quilt pieces 

(cakes), let us know by contacting Beth Butler (508-820-

6905) or Ann Gordon. 

mailto:ebutler@socialaw.com
mailto:annbgordon@comcast.net
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Social Action 

Habitat for Humanity 
  

Got a hammer? The second First Parish Habitat for  

Humanity Build Day is scheduled for Saturday, June 6. If 

you are at least 16, join our great group to help provide 

affordable housing in Wayland on Stonebridge Road. 

There will be tasks for all levels of ability. Tools and 

hard hats are provided, although you can bring your 

own, and lunch will be delivered on site from the First 

Parish kitchen! The day runs 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. (although 

partial days are possible). Contact Keith Sims to sign up.  
 

Saturday, June 6 

Turning Point 
 

As the weather warms, the pace of life becomes 

temporarily frenetic for many of us, and then slows 

as the church year ends. Turning Point’s pace 

changes, too. In bitter winters like our last one, a 

primary goal is simply to get as many of the home-

less as possible safely through the night. At this 

time of year, the primary focus is on intensively 

helping 25-30 men build the skills and paths to a 

sustainable future. But the need for our monthly 

dinners goes on – a tangible demonstration that 

there is a better life and a caring community out 

there.  

Thanks to May’s volunteers, who found room in 

their hearts and their busy schedules for Turning 

Point this month. Thanks to our wonderful chili 

chefs – Lea Anderson, Lois Doerr, and Nathalie 

Thompson! Peggy Holland provided the cookies 

and bread and butter for all – so generous! – and  

as if that was not enough, also helped with the 

driving. Sandy Hoyt, who can remember the first 

Turning Point dinners the church ever did, was our 

other driver. Thank you all!  

We’ll continue to bring food to Turning Point right 

through the summer. Please consider helping with 

the dinner on June 8. (And to those who have al-

ready signed up, thank you!) During the hot sum-

mer months, we use the proceeds of the Turning 

Point collection plate to provide picnic fare, like 

chicken, fruit, and potato salad, for Turning Point. 

The members of the Turning Point Committee do 

the shopping and delivery so there is never a 

month without food. Come October, we’ll be look-

ing for bakers and chili makers again. If you have 

questions, please speak to any member of the 

Turning Point Committee: Beth Butler, Peggy Hol-

land, Sandy Hoyt, Suzanne Reitz, Deb Stubeda, and 

Penny Wilson.  

 

Penny Wilson 
For the Turning Point Committee  

Talk to Molly Faulkner 
about helping out in the 
Green Sanctuary’s Pantry 
Garden this summer. 

UUSC Annual Report 

 

75th Anniversary Gala. The Unitarian Universalist Service 

Committee (UUSC) has had a banner year—literally! The 

organization celebrated 75 years of service this April with 

a gala attended by many celebrants, including social ac-

tion supporters from First Parish in Wayland who attend-

ed as guests of Ann Ross, who made a generous contribu-

tion to the event. The evening included a social hour, din-

ner, and a program hosted by UUSC’s president Bill 

Schultz, featuring a video and an inspiring keynote ad-

dress by Nicholas Kristof of The New York Times. 

 

The video chronicled the many programs defending hu-

man rights and standing with oppressed and marginalized 

people here and around the world, starting in 1940 when 

the Rev. Waitstill Sharp, minister of the Unitarian Society 

in Wellesley Hills, Mass., and his wife, Martha Cogans 

Sharp, answered the call to help 

continued on page 11 

mailto:farringtonfamily1@verizon.net
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Share Your Big Ideas for Community Life! 
 

Check out the bulletin board for some upcoming Community 
Life events. Do you have an idea for something else we might 
do? Contact any  member of the Community Life Committee, 
and while you’re at it, give them a big thanks for all they do.  
 

Members of the CLC: Andrea Case, Lynne Cavanaugh, Susan 
Crowley-Bechtel, Jim Grumbach, Lynne Lipcon, Andy Myers, 
Ann Muschett, Michelle Roman, Jim Tiberii, and liaisons Beth 
Butler and Kate Holland 

Ushers for June 
 

Here are our ushers and greeters for June. 
 

June 7   Barbara Finlay, Sandy Hoyt,  

  Betsy & Larry Athan   

 

June 14     Keith & Pat Sims, Anne &  

  Enrique de los Reyes 

Jewish and other European refugees struggling to escape  

Nazi persecution. The mission at that time would become the 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. It was announced 

by President Schultz that Ken Burns would work with the 

UUSC to make a documentary about the courageous work of 

the Sharps called “Righteous Among Us, Two Who Defied the 

Nazis,” which will air on PBS stations in the 2016 season.  

The anniversary event, and an extensive new archival exhibit 

of the UUSC's work at Harvard Divinity School's Andover-

Harvard Theological Library, mark what the international hu-

man rights agency anticipates as a continuing celebration in 

coming months of the people it serves and its advocacy on 

some of the world's toughest issues. 

Ongoing Activities. Here at First Parish we participated in 

Guest at Your Table at holiday time and supported the pro-

gram called “Blue Buckets” on Justice Sunday to provide  

water for the Kenyan Kakamega people who have been ad-

versely affected by climate change. Through donations and 

part of the collection plate, our congregation gave over $300, 

enough to supply four families with needed protection of 

food and water supplies. As always, we encouraged First Par-

ish members to become members of UUSC. 

We continued to sell Equal Exchange fair trade products to a 

receptive congregation and our sales benefitted many poor 

farmers throughout the world who have joined this coopera-

tive, as well as the UUSC. 

 

Bobby Robinson  
For the UUSC, Wayland 

UUSC News, continued  Music Notes 
 

During the summer months, many of us will 

find “Summer Sings” in which to participate, 

keeping our voices in shape. These and other 

musical occasions offer ideas for material that 

our own choir might try. 
 

For Bell Choir enthusiasts, there are carillon 

recitals June 30 through August 18 on the com-

mon in Cohasset.  For those who love the rep-

ertoire of the pipe organ, there is a wonderful 

series at Old West Church in Boston on Tues-

day evenings throughout the summer. 
 

The important thing is to keep on singing and 

enjoying the summer music going on around 

us, bringing back lots of ideas to try out in our 

own Music Program, back home at First Parish 

in the fall.  

  

Pauline Oliver  
Music Director and Organist 
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June 28 

Topic        Singing Our Favorite Hymns 
       (come with your suggestions 
       if you’d like!) 
Offered by       Polly Oliver 
When/Where      10 a.m. at Traditions, 10 Green 
       Way, Wayland 
Contact       Suzanne Reitz 

 
July 12 

Topic       Touchstones (please bring a 
       stone with meaning to you) 
Offered by      David Lang 
When/Where       10 a.m. at David Lang's Studio,  
       25 Washington Avenue, Natick 
Contact      Matt Shear 

 
July 19 

Topic        An Earth Honoring Ritual 
Offered by       Sandy Hoyt, Suzanne Reitz, and 
       Laurel Whitehouse 
When/Where      10 a.m. at First Parish 
Contact       Suzanne Reitz 

 
July 26 

Topic        Drumming Circle (tentative) 
When/Where       10 a.m. at First Parish  
Contact      Andrea Case 

August 2 

Topic       To be announced  
Offered by      Matt Shear  
When/Where       10 a.m. at First Parish  
Contact       Matt Shear 

 
August 9 

Topic        A Summer’s Walk  
Offered by       Rabbi Katie Allen  
When/Where      Location to be announced  

 
August 16 

Topic        Meditation on R.A.I.N., a practice  
       for cloudy days and difficult times 
Offered by         Penny Beer 
When/Where       10 a.m. at First Parish 
Contact      Penny Beer 

 
August 23 

Topic       Chalice Circle  
Offered by      The Rev. Phyllis O’Connell  
When/Where       10 a.m. at First Parish  

Our Summer Services are Shaping Up 
 
First Parish goes on a more relaxed summer schedule after our Flower Sunday service on June 14, but services 
will continue under the auspices of our Lay Ministers and the Summer Services team. Here is a peek at our tenta-
tive lineup. Keep your eye on the website for updated information as the summer unfolds. 

Coming  

of Age 
 

May 17, 2015 
 

 

Photos by Warren 

Bailey 

mailto:relaxser508@gmail.com
mailto:mmfs@comcast.net
mailto:relaxser508@gmail.com
mailto:andreag.case@gmail.com
mailto:mmfs@comcast.net
mailto:pdbeer@comcast.net
http://www.uuwayland.org/
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First Parish in History 

 

 

 

Thank you, Oscar, for  

everything you do. 

First Parish and the  

Red Scare in the 1950s 

By Dick Hoyt 

What happened in Wayland sixty years ago that 

affected First Parish – its members, its minister and, 

indeed, the whole town? Have you heard the story of 

how a well-liked teacher at the Center School, who 

also was a member of First Parish, was dismissed from 

her second-grade teaching position because of her 

former membership in the Communist Party? 

Why would a well-educated Radcliffe graduate like 

Anne Hale, Jr., have joined the Communist Party in 

1938? As she explained later to the Wayland School 

Committee, her membership in the Communist Party 

was motivated by her desire to contribute to the im-

provement of public schools; to the ending of racial 

and religious discrimination; to the improvement in 

wages and living conditions of workers; and to the 

defense of civil liberties, such as the freedoms of 

speech, press and assembly. 

Those members of First Parish who lived through  

the early fifties will remember when the House Un-

American Activities Committee and Sen. Joseph 

McCarthy were trying to ferret out anyone who might 

be a member of the Communist Party. Employment of 

a Communist was illegal in Massachusetts when the 

legislature (General Court) passed a law forbidding 

such employment in the 

Commonwealth and 

also any political sub-

division – including the 

town of Wayland. 

Inevitably, word of 

Anne Hale’s political 

activities in the Com-

munist Party until 1950 

reached Wayland’s School Committee. She was sum-

moned to appear before the committee in April of 

1954 for questioning and to determine her fitness to 

continue as a teacher. ... 

 

Click here for the rest of the story, which appears in 

full on our website, along with another article about 

the Red Scare, by Bob Mainer. 

  

Anne Hale, Wayland 

elementary school 

teacher, member of 

First Parish, and  

onetime Communist 

A photo of Miss Hale 
from the Wayland 

High School History 
Project website, 
where there are  

several interesting 
documents about  

the case. 

http://www.uuwayland.org/?page_id=10235
http://www.uuwayland.org/?page_id=10241
http://www.whshistoryproject.org/1950s/communist.html
http://www.whshistoryproject.org/1950s/communist.html
http://www.whshistoryproject.org/1950s/communist.html
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Ringing Through the Year 

The First Parish Bell Choir has just finished another 
successful year. Playing every four to six weeks and 
practicing nearly every Saturday morning has kept us 
busy and helped us improve our musicianship and 
expand our repertoire.  

Perhaps you attended our opening performance in 
early October: a light new piece, Festival Peal. Or 
maybe you heard what seems to be turning into an 
annual tradition: the Shaker hymn, Simple Gifts, 
around Thanksgiving. In addition to playing Carol of 
the Bells at the traditional Christmas Eve service, we 
premiered a version of First Parish’s own It Came  
Upon a Midnight Clear accompanied by Julia de los 
Reyes on the violin during the holiday season.  

One of our most significant performances occurred 
on April 19. On that day, former church members  
David and Tricia Marshall came to hear us play one of 
our favorite pieces, Ashokan Farewell. The Marshalls 
donated the bells to First Parish several years back 
and came to hear our progress and celebrate that 
wonderful gift. Our official name, The Areen Bell 
Choir, honors Tricia’s parents. The Marshalls must 
have liked what they heard. They generously offered 
to purchase something long on our wish list. So next 
year, we will add mallets to our equipment and will 
dazzle our audience with some new techniques and 
sounds. 

As always, the musicians in the Bell Choir come and 
go. Some like Dorothy Dunlay, Helen Green, Marney 
Ives, Suzanne Tiberii, and Lynn Trimby have been 
with us a long time. I hope they continue to be the 
backbone of the group for years to come. Both Bon-
nie Drexler and Kathy Coppell have graced us with 
their good humor and patience in recent years. They 
both moved out of state this May. We will miss them. 

Young players join our group with great skills, bold-
ness, and energy. Then they leave too soon. This year 
Renee Case and Henry Lewis became key parts of the 
group. Allen Horine, an award-winning percussionist, 
will be graduating and aging out of our group of 
young people. I hope he will join Jack Case and Jennie 
Paik as recently departed members who return to 
play with us for special occasions. 

We are seeking new members age 12 and up. Please 
contact Andrea Case at if you are interested. 
 
I want to thank all the Bell Choir members, members 
of the Music Committee, Polly Oliver, and the Rev. Dr. 
Stephanie May for support throughout the year. Our 
entire group is grateful for all the compliments and 
encouragement we get from the congregation each 
time we play. Thank you. 

Andrea Case 

Bell Choir Director 

There are 

spaces 

opening up 

in the Bell 

Choir. 

Please join 

us! We will 

teach you! 

Photo by Doug Case 

mailto:andreag.case@gmail.com
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The Youth Perspective 

This spring I attended two fantastic trainings to further 

my education as your Youth Coordinator. I can proudly 

report that out of all the congregations at the first 

training, First Parish was the only one who had a spe-

cific Youth Coordinator role, not just the DRE or a vol-

unteer. I want to sincerely thank you for making my 

job a priority within your congregation. 

The first training, “Youth Ministry in the 2Ks,” was held 

at the end of April. The training touched on how to 

build youth support within the congregation. It empha-

sized that encouraging youth to build their involve-

ment widely within the congregation allows them to 

form an identity beyond just the youth group. I was 

lucky to attend this training with Brad and Susie Keyes 

and Sam Teitel (the organizers had encouraged partici-

pants to bring a team of people who have worked with 

youth). Stephanie and I invited Sam to join us because 

he and I have worked hard 

together to keep a con-

sistent flow between 

last year’s youth groups 

and this year’s. We 

came up with a couple 

of interesting ideas to 

utilize the skills our 

youth bring to our con-

gregation. For example, 

some of our high school 

youth are joining the 

Welcoming Congregation 

Committee, bringing their important youth perspective 

to the work of that committee. We also are looking for 

ways to utilize their social media skills. One of the 

things they talked about was having a designated 

youth tweet about the service each week while it is 

happening so their peers can follow the topic and feel 

connected even when schedule conflicts prevent them 

from attending. We have other youth who would be 

great additions to many of the social action and service 

based committees. Our youth’s interests and talents 

include a love of books, enthusiasm for social action 

opportunities, and musical and artistic talents.  

The second training was a webinar titled “Competen-

cies for Adults Who Advise UU Youth,” held in May. 

This helped educate me on ways to strengthen our 

youth program internal-

ly. The one thing that 

really resonated with 

me was the importance 

of properly choosing, 

training, and matching 

adult advisers with 

youth so we can both 

encourage youth spiritu-

al growth and prevent 

adviser burnout. I know 

this congregation has 

many adults willing to 

get involved with our youth so I’m making that a priori-

ty in the coming year.  

I thought it was interesting that the webinar noted 

that Youth Coordinator’s job is really to serve the mis-

sion the church has for their youth groups. They rec-

ommended ensuring this by creating a committee spe-

cially charged to ensure that the needs of the youth 

mission are being met. Their recommendation was to 

have the committee consist of youth, parents of youth, 

adult youth advisers, the DRE, and the Youth Coordina-

tor; the committee might meet every six months to 

check in on how the youth groups are progressing.  

Every congregation is different and each youth group 

has a different dynamic so we are building a model 

that works for us and caters to our youth and our 

needs. Although we are taking a brief break this sum-

mer, the plans for next year’s youth groups and activi-

ties are well into the works. Stay tuned in August for 

updates and events. This might include plans for a 

youth-based service trip, which Susie Keyes has al-

ready volunteered to spearhead. 

Have a wonderful summer, 

 
 

Haley Kulow 
Youth Coordinator 

We are pleased to report 

that Sam Teitel, last 

year’s Youth Coordinator, 

has announced his en-

gagement to his long-

time girlfriend Sandra. 

The couple will marry 

next spring. 
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   Warm Welcomes 
 

This year at First Parish there has been much excite-
ment as Stephanie begins her ministry with us. The 
excitement has been contagious. We have had more 
visitors and we are holding and engaging many of 
those that have come this year. 
 

A few things that have been happening with 

membership and visitors. 
 

 The average attendance from 12/22/13 to 
6/8/214 was 91; the average attendance from 
9/7/2014  to 5/17/2015 is 106. 

 We have welcomed Emily Rent, Garrett Rent,  
Annie Stubbs, Mary Kurcharski, the Rev. Dr. 
Stephanie May, Kathy Heckscher, John Heckscher, 
and Lety Soto as they signed the membership 
book this year. 

 We have also welcomed four new youth mem-
bers: Casey Winthrop, Emma Silberman, Anna 
Marobella, and Clare Lippincott.  

 So far this year we have had 22 visitors willing to 
give us their information and at least that number 
if not more that didn’t give us information.  

 Of the visitors this year we have had six join the 
church. 

 This year we are getting more visitors and holding 
a higher percentage of those that do visit. 

 For the Rummage Sale the publicity for the event 
was given a higher push and additional focus was 
put into attracting families with young children. 

 At Rummage pinwheels with $1 coupons were 
given to children attending the sale. We bought 
72 pinwheels, and they were all gone in the first 
hour of the sale. 

 A local paint-your-own-pottery business set up  
a booth at Rummage for children to do a craft 
which gave the Rummage Sale yet another attrac-
tion for families with children. 

 Toys have been added to the Vestry to give chil-
dren a safe and fun environment to play during 
Coffee Hour so their parents can engage with 
people. 

 We have had many members return to church 
this year after being away during the interim peri-
od here at church. 

 

While we have been busy welcoming new visitors to 
the church we have also worked hard this year to 
welcome back members and friends who have been 
away from church for a while and strengthen the 
bonds that hold us all together. 
 

A few events we have done this year through 

the Committee Life Committee, Adult RE, Social 

Action, and other sponsors: 
 

 Fellowship Dinners 
 Book discussions on Paul Raise’s The Prophetic 

Imperative and Michelle Alexander’s The New Jim 
Crow  

 Work Days for First Parish, Habitat for Humanity, 
and the UU Urban Ministry  

 A  Jazz Coffeehouse with Neil Olmstead/Scott Free 
Jazz Quartet  

 Speakers for both Walden Forum and the Acton 
Discovery Museums 

 A workshop called Activism 101 
 The Carol Sing  
 Stephanie’s Installation 
 The Spring Fling Dance 
 Our first “virtual” Sunday service. 
 A picnic to celebrate our 375th anniversary 

(coming June 14)  
 Did I forget Rummage? 
 

These are just a few things we have done to learn and 
play together. I look forward to next year and all the 
new faces, familiar faces, fun events, and opportuni-
ties to learn and grow together. 
 

It is my privilege to work with this congregation. 
 

Kate Holland 
Membership Coordinator 

Faces of First Parish old and new 



JUNE 2015                                                            THE  WAYLAND UNITARIAN                                                             PAGE  17 

 



JUNE 2015                                                            THE  WAYLAND UNITARIAN                                                             PAGE  18 

Notice of Annual Meeting 
 

The regular Annual Meeting of the First Parish in Wayland will be held on Sunday May 31, 2015, at 11:15 

am, immediately following the 10:00 am service in the Meetinghouse Sanctuary. The purpose of the 

meeting is to act upon the following items:  

 

I. The election of Officers, Trustees, and Nominating Committee members and the filling of Parish 
Committee vacancies. The Nominating Committee will present the following slate for approv-
al. Nominations may also be made from the floor. 

  

Position              Nominee(s)         Term Expires  

Moderator         Lea Anderson           2016 

Treasurer           Clare Lewis                2016 

Clerk                   Lynn Trimby              2016 

  

Parish Committee Members 

Jim Kitendaugh (4 year term)             2019 

Jenny Silberman (4 year term)           2019 

  

Trustees 

Ross Trimby (Current Chair)               2016 

Charlie Anderson                                 2016 

Barbara Buell                                        2016 

Chris Nelson                                          2016 

Larry Green                                           2016 

  

Nominating Committee 

Joel Silberman (Chair)                        2016 

Rachel Sideman-Kurtz                        2016 

Nan Jahnke                                          2016 

Lynne Morrison                                   2016 

 

II. Reports from the Trustees and Committees   

 

III. Reports from the Minister   

 

IV. Adoption of Church’s Budget for 2015-2016   

 

 

Notice of Annual Meeting is continued on page 19 
 

 

Come 

Vote, 

Discuss, 

Learn 
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IV. Vote on Changes to the By-Laws of First Parish in Wayland, as recommended by the Trustees. The pro-

posed amendments have been considered by the Parish Committee and the Parish Committee sup-

ports making the changes as proposed. The amendments concern changes in the language describing 

how the East Sudbury Ministerial Fund funds are spent.  Explanation of existing language in By-Laws 

and proposed changes follows: 

 

 Existing Language in By-Laws 

 

Article XII second paragraph: 

The first fund, called the "East Sudbury Ministerial Fund,” shall be devoted solely to the mainte-

nance of the Meetinghouse, carriage sheds, and Parish House (together known as the “Physical 

Plant”), except by a two-thirds vote of the Members present and voting at any Meeting of the Par-

ish and upon the recommendation of the Parish Committee. Maintenance shall include all repairs 

replacement and improvement of structural components, electrical, plumbing, heating and fire 

prevention fixtures and all painting. It shall not include care of the grounds, cleaning and janitorial 

service, or maintenance or replacement of kitchen or other fixtures, equipment or furniture.  

   

Proposed Changes in By-Laws of First Parish 

 

Article XII, second paragraph first sentence 

Insert “, the commons,” after the “carriage sheds”. 

  

Article XII, second paragraph second sentence:  

This sentence should read, “Maintenance shall include 1) all protection, repairs, replacement, and 

improvement of structural components, electrical, plumbing, heating and fire prevention fixtures; 

and 2) all painting.” 

  

Article XII, second paragraph third sentence: 

This sentence should read. “It shall not include care of the grounds, cleaning and janitorial service, 

or maintenance or replacement of furniture or non-capital equipment.”  

   

Any other business that may properly come before the Annual Meeting.  (Please submit any proposed 
motions to the Clerk, Roger Nuss, at least three days in advance of the meeting.) 
 

All are welcome to attend the Annual Meeting; only members of First Parish in Wayland may vote.  To be 

eligible to vote at the Meeting one must have signed the membership book before May 17, 2015. A quor-

um of twenty-five members is needed to enact any business to come before the Meeting. 

  

Roger Nuss, Clerk 

First Parish in Wayland 

Notice of Annual Meeting, continued 
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About First Parish in Wayland 

The Wayland Unitarian is the monthly newsletter of 
The First Parish in Wayland, a Unitarian Universalist 
congregation. Weekly calendar announcements are 
listed in the Order of Service available at the Sunday 
service, and a full calendar of events is posted on our 
website.    
 

Worship Services and Sunday School  

Sundays at 10 am, September– mid-June 

For Summer Services, click here 

 

Location and Address 

First Parish is located at 225 Boston Post Road in Way-
land, Massachusetts, at the corner of Routes 20, 126 
and 27.  Our mailing address is: P.O. Box 397, Wayland 
MA 01778. 
 

Web Address: www.uuwayland.org   
 

Church Office Hours  

Monday-Thursday, 8:30 pm-1 pm, Sept.– mid-June 

 

Office Phone Number 

Phone:  508-358-6133  
 

Our Ministers 

The Rev. Dr. Stephanie May, Minister  
508-358-6133 ext. 403, smay@uuwayland.org     

The Rev. Ken Sawyer, Minister Emeritus 
The Rev. Dr. Deborah Pope-Lance, Affiliate Minister 
revdpl@gmail.com   

Our Staff 

Kate Holland, Membership Coordinator 
508-358-6133 ext. 405 ,  kholland@uuwayland.org    

Polly Oliver, Music Director and Organist 
978-369-0886, pauline01742@gmail.com  

Haley Kulow, Youth Coordinator  
508-358-6133, hkulow@uuwayland.org 

Gretchen Pathak, Parish Administrator  
508-358-6133, ext. 402, office@uuwayland.org  

Oscar Vasquez, Sexton  
508-358-6133, oscarvsqz@aol.com  

Michelle Poch & Christine Bracken, Nursery care  
508-358-6133  

Sandy Hoyt & Ann Moses, Wedding & Memorial  
Service Coordinators, 508-358-6133  

 
 
 

 
 

 
First Parish in Wayland 

A Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation 


