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Sitting in the stillness of this winter morning,
sheltered by walls and windows
that have stood for 200 hundred years,
let us pause for a moment to listen,
to hear the laughter and the sorrow,
the hopes and the losses
that these walls have held for generations.

As we hear the breath and the small sounds
of those around us in this sacred space,
let us pause to remember all
the longings and heartaches, confusion and joy
that dwell among us this day.

Aware of the sounds of traffic and life
beyond these walls,
let us pause for a moment,
mindful that we are not alone,
but live within an intricate weaving
of the dreams and the disappointments
the injustices and the renewal
of the many lives with whom we share this planet.

And, let us strain to hear the sound
of children nearby in their classrooms—
their laughter and their questions.
Let us pause, aware that they are the future,
and that we are stewards of this place,
this community, this Unitarian Universalist faith,
for the generations to come.

On this Anniversary day, may we rejoice in our connections
to the past, the present, and the future.
May we pledge ourselves anew
to help sustain this congregation and
its legacy of a free faith, a beautiful building,
and a caring community that reaches out
in love and in service to those within and
beyond these white clapboard walls.



