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June Highlights 
 

June   1:    RE Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast 
June   8:    Flower Sunday  
June 14:    Wayland’s 375th Anniversary Parade 
June 22:    Summer services begin  
 

 

 

 

                     Full calendar on the First Parish website. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks, Penny! 

What a Year! 
 
The Parish Committee started the year with a hope – that this year could increase the 
congregation’s sense of belonging and change our lives, our church, and the communi-
ty we live in for the better. Thanks to all of you, that hope was realized many times 
over. 
 

The Ministerial Search process was at the forefront of every-
one’s thoughts this year, and throughout the questionnaires, 
Cottage Meetings, Special Meetings, and Candidating Week 
events, you supported our dedicated Search Team in every 
possible way.  
 

Construction projects were also very much in evidence, from 
the grand opening of the Commons, to the new French doors 
brightening the newly-named Sunroom, to the arrival, in the 
spring, of the long-awaited Andover Organ. Last August, First Parish began the long 
process of applying for a grant from the Community Preservation fund, which was 
awarded by Wayland Town Meeting in April; we will use the funds to restore the  
Carriage Sheds and Sanctuary this summer.  
 

The activities which began with a wonderful Opening Day Picnic, an Activities Fair,  
and the annual Work Together Day in the fall, continued into the holiday season with a 
Community Carol Sing, Undecorate the Tree, a No-Rehearse Pageant and a wonderful 
holiday-themed Music Sunday. Our active Social Action Council was recognized as a 
Fair Trade leader. Three successful fundraisers -- Dining for Dollars, a February Auction, 
and Rummage -- built both our bank balance and our sense of community.  
 

At mid-year, we welcomed Kate Holland as our part-time Membership Coordinator and 
Leo Monzon as our part-time Bookkeeper.  
 

The Parish Committee chose a Celebration Sunday format for Stewardship this year, 
with the theme of “Our Future Begins Today.” The exuberant, continued on page 3 

http://www.uuwayland.org/?post_type=tribe_events
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June Services 
 

Here is a list of upcoming services, who will be  

leading them, and the sermons. Services start at 10 a.m. 

June 1 — John Nichols, “Do We Have a Prayer?” 

June 8 — Flower Sunday, John Nichols, in his last sermon at 

First Parish in Wayland, “Priming the Pump,” based on a 

Kingston Trio song 

The First Service of  

the 2014-2015 Church Year  

Will Be on September 7. 

Lay Minister for June 
 

If you need meals, rides, or a friendly, confidential chat  
or visit, contact Keith Sims, kkssiimmss11@verizon.net,  
508-358-1611.  

Nan Jahnke will be in touch  

about the fall Unitarian deadline.  

Thanks to all newsletter contributors,  

and have a lovely summer! 

Summer Services begin June 22.  

For a preliminary listing click here,  

then  watch for email and website  

announcements throughout the summer. 

Is your pledge form still  

sitting in your mail basket?  

Scan it and email it here! 

 

The Wayland Unitarian is the monthly newsletter of The 
First Parish in Wayland, a Unitarian Universalist congre-
gation. Calendar announcements are available on our 
website.  
 

Worship Services and Sunday School  
Sundays at 10 am 
 

Location and Address 

First Parish is located at 50 Cochituate Road in Wayland, 
Massachusetts, at the corner of Routes 20, 126, and 27. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 397, Wayland MA 01778. 

 
Web Address: www.uuwayland.org   
 

Church Office Hours  

Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 
 

Office Phone Numbers  

Phone:   508-358-6133 and 508-358-2502 
Fax:        508-358-2502   
 

Our Ministers 

Rev. John Nichols, Interim Minister  
508-358-6133 x25, jnichols@uuwayland.org    

Lisa Mobayed, Ministerial Intern  
508-358-6133 x26, lmobayed@uuwayland.org  
 

Rev. Deborah Pope-Lance, Affiliate Minister 
revdpl@gmail.com  

Rev. Maddie Sifantus, Affiliate Minister 
msifantus@uuma.org  

Rev. Ken Sawyer, Minister Emeritus 
 

Our Staff 

Lisa Maria Steinberg, Director of Lifespan Religious Edu-
cation and Spiritual Development 
508-358-6133 x23, lmsteinberg@uuwayland.org  

Kate Holland, Membership Coordinator 
508-358-6133, kholland@uuwayland.org    

Polly Oliver, Music Director  
978-369-0886, pauline01742@gmail.com  

Sam Teitel, Youth Coordinator  
508-358-6133, steitel@uuwayland.org 

Leslie Silva, Parish Administrator  
508-358-6133, office@uuwayland.org  

Oscar Vasquez, Sexton  
508-358-6133, oscarvsqz@aol.com  

Michelle Poch, Nursery care, 508-358-6133  

Sandy Hoyt & Ann Moses, Wedding & Memorial Service 
Coordinators, 508-358-6133 

mailto:kkssiimmss11@verizon.net
mailto:family@jahnke.org
mailto:Stewardship@uuwayland.org
http://www.uuwayland.org/?post_type=tribe_events&eventDisplay=month&eventDate=2014-04
http://www.uuwayland.org
mailto:jnichols@uuwayland.org
mailto:lmobayed@uuwayland.org
mailto:revdpl@gmail.com
mailto:msifantus@uuma.org
mailto:lmsteinberg@uuwayland.org
mailto:kholland@uuwayland.org
mailto:pauline_01742@yahoo.com
mailto:steitel@uuwayland.org
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
mailto:oscarvsqz@aol.com
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One of the questions every interim search committee 
has asked me this year is, “Why did you choose to be-
come an interim minister?” Often this is asked in tones 
of some incredulity as if to say, “Why would you want to 
leave a wonderful congregation like us every other 
year.” Having served as a settled minister for thirty years 
I know my answer. Settled ministry is leadership by per-
sonality. People will listen to you, or at least keep you 
around if they feel you love and care for them. This is 
true even if you’re not a very effective minister. 
 

Interim ministry is profoundly task oriented. The break 
between settled ministers is a time that is filled with 

possibilities: to fix some things that 
have long wanted fixing, to consider 
new directions, to draw upon new ener-
gies, to cultivate new leadership, and to 
determine what is needed in the next 
religious leader. A settled minister ends 
every year wondering what has been 
accomplished. An interim minister can 
usually answer that question even as 

he/she must end the work and move on.  
 

So thank you for allowing me to spend the last two years 
with you. Our major accomplishment I think has been in 

navigating the shift from one professional leader to an-
other with openness, on the part of most people, to the 
talents, hopes and dreams this new leader will bring. We 
also got through a major building project with minimum 
upset and disruption, and we have begun to make the 
changes that a church needs to make in order to do well 
in the future. 
 

I have enjoyed meeting and getting to know you. I think 
your future prospects look bright and I will follow you 
from afar. Since Nancy and I will continue to live in Way-
land we will undoubtedly see each other out and about 
and we may talk about things, but I will make nothing 
but supportive comments about the work of any col-
league. Essentially the same rules that applied to Ken 
apply to me except that as your minister emeritus Ken 
may work out a different relationship with this congre-
gation. 
 

I will end my ministerial work here at the end of June 
and next year I will be serving the First Parish in Lincoln. 
My best to you all. 
 

John Nichols 

In the Interim 

uplifting service and luncheon celebrated all we love 
about First Parish, and follow-up continues.  
  

Most exciting of all, the congregation has called Rev. Dr. 
Stephanie May to be our new settled minister. She will 
be joining us in August, while John Nichols moves on to 
share his thoughtful sermons and years of experience 
with another congregation in search. Like John, Lisa 
Mobayed, Sam Teitel, and Leslie Silva will be sharing 
their gifts with other UU congregations next year.  
Conor Sheehan, our 7th grade Sunday School Teacher, 
will also be moving on, but the rest of our wonderful 
staff are planning to rejoin us next year.  
 

There will be changes on the Parish Committee also. 
Joan Shear, who has contributed in so many ways, as 
religious education advocate, organizational architect, 
de facto parliamentarian and fount of common sense, 

will be completing her four-year term. I will also be step-
ping off the Parish Committee at the end of this year. It 
has been a great privilege to serve you through this de-
manding, wonderful time. At Annual Meeting, the con-
gregation elected Brad Carver for a fifth year, and Beth 
Butler and Keith Sims for four-year 
terms. Next year, Brad Carver and 
Lynne Morrison will be leading the 
Parish Committee, and no group 
could ask for more thoughtful, 
dedicated leadership.  
 

The Parish Committee, old and new, 
wishes you all a happy summer! 

 

Penny Wilson 
For The Parish Committee 

What a Year, continued from page 1 
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Partakers Training 

The Partakers group will have a training session for 
new members Thursday, June 19, at 7 p.m. in the 
Sunroom. The session will last 1 ½ to 2 hours. We will 
provide pizza and soda or water. 
Contact George Ives (508-358-2029) 
for more information. 

What’s Up Around First Parish 

Want to Learn to Grow Vegetables? 

But Not on Your Own? 
 

Here’s a perfect opportunity to garden and 

to do good! Please join us – Molly Faulkner, 

Janet Hadingham, Andrea Case, and Kath-

leen Lang – four caretakers of the First 

Parish Pantry Garden. You can learn to grow 

vegetables by growing them with us, or you 

can take more of a mentoring role. Last year 

we grew eggplant, tomatoes, peppers, husk 

cherries, herbs, and lettuces for two family 

shelters in Framingham. This year, who 

knows? But we need to get cracking weed-

ing, planting, and watering. We also have an 

adjacent plot that needs to be cleared of 

many things: bittersweet, small trees,  old 

fencing, and weeds, weeds, weeds. Here’s an 

opportunity for someone to really work out 

his or her life frustrations! Email Molly at 

or talk with Janet, Andrea, or Kathleen. 

 

Or, Do You Know How to Garden,  

But Don’t Have A Place to Grow? 

Roxbury 

Work Day 

 

May 2014 

Men's Book Club 
 

Do you recall the time of your life when you discov-

ered you were fully alive yet mortal? Re-experience 

this in Ray Bradbury's Dandelion Wine, a lyrical paean 

to boyhood, summer, and smelling the flowers. We'll 

discuss the book at our next meeting on Thursday, 

June 12, at 8 p.m. in the Stokey Library. Come join us! 

Eric Chase Memorial Blood Drive 

Wayland High School 

Saturday, June 14 
  

Eric Chase was a vibrant 2008 Wayland High School 
grad and a 21-year-old senior at the University of 
Vermont when he was diagnosed with leukemia, a 
blood cancer, and passed away almost two years ago. 
His memorial service at First Parish was standing 
room only. Please help to honor his memory by do-
nating blood at Wayland High School on Saturday, 
June 14. Bloodmobiles are coming from the Dana 
Farber/Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital and Children’s Hospital. 
  
Please give the gift of life! We 
need your help to match the won-
derful outpouring of support we 
received last year. Sign up today 
at: TeamEricChase.com. 
 
Don Chase and Nikki Fedele 

mailto:farringtonfamily1@verizon.net
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The Parish Committee held two meetings in May to give stewardship, the endowments, next year's budget, and 
succession planning the attention they deserved. We look forward now to Annual Meeting, where we will officially 
close out the year. 
 

Our ministers have also been thinking about the end of the church year. At our May 14 meeting, John Nichols told 
us that he was looking forward to June, his last working month as our Interim Minister. Lisa Mobayed, our Ministe-
rial Intern, said she would miss First Parish. She gave her last official sermon to us on Memorial 
Day weekend, but will be very much involved with Flower Sunday planning, as will Lisa Maria 
and John. Lisa has also generously agreed to be our emergency minister in July while John is on 
vacation. On behalf of the whole Parish Committee, I would like to thank them, and Lisa Maria, 
for all they have done this year, and all they have brought to our meetings. 
 

On its consent agenda, the Parish Committee unanimously approved the use of the building for 
Jennie Paik's senior recital. Then we dove into finances. Clare Lewis reported on the 2013-2014 
budget to date, identifying several areas where we need to manage expenses for the remainder 
of the church year. Keith Sims gave a stewardship update. Stewardship has been in follow-up 
mode for over a month now, spearheaded by Jim Van Sciver. Pledges are up to 86% of the amount asked this year, 
and efforts continue to raise the rest. Stephen Winthrop gave an update on the endowments. He also informed us 
that the Trustees plan to move the money in the Ministerial Housing Fund from an interim money market fund 
into a higher yielding fund.  
 

Clare and Stephen then did a line-by-line walk-through of the proposed 2014-2015 budget. Kathy O'Leary, our  
Personnel chair, assisted with the staff line items, noting that the UUA has suggested extensive changes this year. 
As always, there was considerable discussion about what the group considered reasonable to bring before the  
Annual Meeting as its recommended budget. The Parish Committee began its consideration of the 2014-2105 
budget on May 14, and completed it on May 19.  
 

Brad Carver gave a brief construction update on May 19, reporting that discussions with the subcontractors were 
ongoing.  
 

We saved some time on May 19 to talk about succession planning, since I have decided to step off the Parish  
Committee after one (very intense) year as chair. I am extremely grateful to this year's Parish Committee for their 
understanding support of this difficult decision, and for all they have done to meet the challenges of this year.  
 

In the end, we decided on a shared leadership model for next year. Brad Carver and Lynne Morrison have stepped 
up to provide Parish Committee leadership for next year; details will be worked out with our new minister, Stepha-
nie May, at the Parish Committee retreat which starts the new church year. First Parish will be in excellent hands.  
 
A shared leadership model seems especially appropriate, because, in some ways, it has always been there. Like  
the Parish Committees that have gone before them, this year's Parish Committee -- Brad Carver, Clare Lewis, Lynne 
Morrison, Roger Nuss, Anne de los Reyes, Joan Shear, Nancy Slocum, Jim Van Sciver, and David Wells -- are a group 
with very different backgrounds and exceptional strengths, all united in their concern for each other and their ded-
ication to serving First Parish. They are a microcosm of all that is good about the First Parish community. In this, my 
last Parish Committee report, I would like to thank them for the year that has been, and promise my support in the 
years to come.  

Penny Wilson 
For The Parish Committee 

Parish Committee Report 

UUA General 

Assembly, 

Providence, 

Rhode Island, 

June 25-29. 

http://www.uua.org/ga/
http://www.uua.org/ga/
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Keep Out? Not Exactly 
 

There is work being done in many areas of our buildings 
and grounds this summer. The courtyard off the Com-
mons will be graded and landscaped, improving the views 
from three sides of our building. Part of our Community 
Preservation grant will be used to restore the windows in 
the Sanctuary. While they are out of their frames, it will 
not be possible to use the Sanctuary; signs will be posted 
at that time. The historic preservation grant will also be 
used to repair and reroof the Carriage Sheds. The current 
plan is to temporarily store the contents of the sheds on 
the ground floor of the Meetinghouse while this is being 
done. The Buildings and Grounds Committee has a few 
other, smaller projects in the works as well. Our new  
minister's office needs a new coat of paint! 
 

The church will not be shut down as completely as it  
was last summer. But while the work is going on, expect 
to see some parking spaces occupied by construction ma-
terials and vehicles, and some areas marked off by yellow 
tape. There may be days when you need to walk the long 
way round through the Parish House to get where you 
are going. The Parish House, the Commons and Nursery, 
the Sunroom, the kitchen, the elevator, and perhaps part 
of the Vestry are expected to remain usable for meetings, 
office work, and summer services, though the Commons, 
especially, may be noisy. Please be considerate of our 
nursery school tenant's right to occupy our Stokey Library 
weekday mornings until 1 p.m., and plan your morning 
meetings elsewhere. As the summer goes on, watch for 
eblasts reporting our progress.  
 

Looking forward to an even better First Parish when we 
all return on Water Sunday. 
 

Penny Wilson 
The Parish Committee 

Summer Services 
 

Summer is happily upon us, and we are all enjoying the 
change in weather and beautiful budding of spring. The 
Summer Services Committee has been working to bring 
you another series of fun and meaningful summer 
meetings. 
 

We will hold our services in the Vestry on Sunday morn-
ings at 10, beginning June 22. We have a few openings 
and are open to new ideas for worship and presentations. 
If you would like to explore some ideas, please contact 
Suzanne Reitz.  
 

Below is the schedule to date. We are excited to have  
Polly Oliver lead “Singing Your Favorite Hymns” service at 
Traditions again this year, and we will let you know which 
Sunday that will be. Look for eblasts about our weekly 
offerings, or just come.  
 

Hope to see you all. 
Suzanne Reitz, chair, Andrea Case, Penny Beer, Matt 
Shear, Larry Shaffer 
 

Here is the Summer Services schedule so far 
 

June 22  Andrea Case, Penny Beer, Matt Shear.  
 “Easing Into Summer,” an opportunity to  
 share your favorite reading  
June 29 TBA 
July 6  TBA 
July 13  TBA 
July 20  Sandy Hoyt and Suzanne Reitz, Earth- 
 honoring ritual 
July 27 Tish Schilling and guest: “Between the  
 Bars,” on incarceration 
August 3  Matt Shear, topic to be announced 
August 10  TBA 

Thanks to Chauncey for the picture. 

L 

A 

B 

Y 

R 

I 

N 

T 

H 

mailto:relaxser508@gmail.com
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Graze Mille ! 
 
As I write this, my daughter Viviana is peacefully asleep 
in the magical creation called a Fisher Price Swing, 
watched over by her father (and two cats who are still 
figuring out this whole baby-in-the-house thing). I was 
blessed to have maternity leave, an opportunity that is 

sadly unavailable to many women 
in the United States, in comparison 
to, well, pretty much any other 
country. Thank you all for honoring 
the time I needed to get to know 
my daughter and begin the lifelong 
experience of learning how to be a 
mother. Thank you for creating a 
flexible work environment for me 
that allows me to care for my 
daughter’s needs when I am away 
from her and in the office, and 
when necessary be able to bring 

the little munchkin with me. 
 

There are many people I want to thank for their sup-
port, assistance, and in many cases, assumptions of my 
duties while I was on leave.  
 

First and foremost, to Kathy Genovese, Lifespan Reli-
gious Education Committee Chair and volunteer-maven 
extraordinaire: graze mille for all you did to keep every-
thing running smoothly and doing so with such grace 
and kindness. I can never thank you enough. 
 

To Ann Drouilhet, Bob Dugan, Jean Milburn, Jenny  
Silberman, and Jim Peyton on the LRE Committee, the 

wisdom and practicality you have shown has warmed 

my heart  Thank You. 
 
To Kathy Genovese, Joan Shear, and Beth Cliff for doing 
Time For All Ages which I am told were so wonderfully 
shared   Thank You. 
 

To all our volunteer teachers and advisors who juggle 
work, family, and so much more and still carve out time 
to dedicate to our program  Thank You. 
 

To Rev. John Nichols, Lisa Mobayed, Leslie Silva, Sam 
Teitel, Kate Holland, Polly Oliver, Oscar Vasquez, and 
Michelle Poch who have been so kind, supportive and 

helpful in countless ways  Thank You. 
 

To Barbara Pedulla, Mary Kay Peacock, and Maureen 
Tillett, my Relations Team, who have provided me with 
much appreciated guidance, generous hearts, and open 
ears  Thank You. 
 

To anyone I may have forgotten to specifically name, 
please forgive me and know that it is only the sleep 
deprivation that has caused holes in my brain, and your 
support is appreciated. 
 

Again, to all, I am so very appreciative of your help, 
your prayers, sharing in our joy, and your well wishes.  
It is good to be back, and I look forward to next year 
with great anticipation. 
 

In faith and gratitude, 
 

Lisa Maria A. Steinberg 
 

Having a Blast at  

Roxbury Work Day 

May 18, 2014 

For more great photos,  

visit our website. 

http://www.uuwayland.org/?p=7491
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Many Thanks to John Nichols 
 
We have been members of what has 
been called the “Transition Team” at 
First Parish during the last two 
church years. Our job has been to 
assist John Nichols in his role as in-
terim minister. His role, in turn, was 
to get the Parish ready to find and 
select the new settled minister of 
the Parish. In performing his role 
John was charged with a number of 
specific tasks described in the rele-

vant policies and procedures of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association. Briefly, these tasks included 
 
 Being a buffer between our new settled minister and 

Ken, our beloved leader of 38 years, with his rich set 
of traditions and practices, to make room for our 
new minister to be herself; 

 
 Urging the Parish to meet and talk about what we 

loved, and what we did not love, about our way of 
doing things so as to prepare for new approaches 
under a new leader; 

 Leading inquiries of the Parish on what we hoped to 
find as strengths in our new settled minister; and 

 
 Helping the Parish select a Search Committee who 

would not only do a great job with the selection of 
Ken’s successor, but also do so with the full backing 
of the Parish, ensuring that they were the right mem-
bers to make the choice. 

 
Stephanie May’s sermon on April 27 made reference  
to many of these preparatory steps taken by the First 
Parish family, and she reflected on the fact that all the 
work that helped us choose her also served to help her 
choose us.  

 

Many have spoken to us about the valuable contribu-
tions made by John Nichols in helping First Parish to do 
these jobs right and to achieve an outstanding result. He 
has our heartfelt thanks. 
 
Lynne Cavanaugh Charlie Anderson 
John Beard  Jill Grenon 
Co-chairs  Michelle Roman 

Best wishes, John! 

A Word from the Intern Committee 
 

It seems so recent -- though it was last September -- that 
the Intern Committee held a potluck supper welcoming 
Lisa Mobayed to the church community and to Way-
land. And now, June marks not only the end of the 
church year, but also the end of Lisa’s internship here  
at First Parish in Wayland. This has been a year of transi-
tion for all of us, and Lisa has taken on so many different 
roles with ease and good humor as we shared this jour-
ney. She has attained such a ministerial presence, and 
we all wish her the best for her new role with her next church community.  
 

As for next year, we will not have an intern as we welcome and get to know 
our new settled minister, Stephanie May. Indeed, UUA rules require our 
minister to be in “Final Fellowship” before she can supervise a ministerial 
intern.  But do not fear, our commitment to being a teaching congregation 
that welcomes ministerial interns remains strong, and we look forward to 
fulfilling this role again in the near future. 
 

Andy Myers  
The Intern Committee 

Coming Soon! 

The Rev. Dr. 

Stephanie May 
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Warm Welcomes 
 
Well amazingly we are drawing the church year to a 
close. I know I have said it before but thank you to eve-
ryone for opening your hearts to welcome me into this 
congregation. My time here has been so wonderful and  
I can’t wait to continue working with all of you as we 
deepen our connections to each other and we open our 
hearts to visitors that come to worship with us.  
 

Looking ahead this month I am still working to gather a 
group of people to participate in the Parade on June 14. 
Someone suggested that we have a theme of “A Church 
for All Ages.” I would love to go with that theme but we 
will need some families to participate in the parade. I 
know that it is a very busy time of year but I would really 
like to have a representation of our multigenerational 
community. We have been offered the use of a truck to 

drive the parade route with us 
to decorate and for those that 
cannot walk the 3-mile route. 
We have all of the beautiful 
banners from Celebration 
Sunday that we can use and 
we want to fly our rainbow 
flag, too, so we are doing well 

on pulling together our resources. Mostly what we need 
is you! The parade is on June 14 from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Please grab me at Coffee Hour or drop me an email if 
you can join in the fun.  
 

Also I would like to touch base with people who will be 
attending General Assembly in Rhode Island on June 25.  
I have talked to a few people but I was hoping to arrange  
a time for us to meet for a dinner while we are there to 
discuss what we have done at General Assembly and 
think about what ideas we would like to bring home to 
First Parish.  
 

Thank you all again for such a warm welcome to this 
congregation. 
 

Kate Holland  
Membership Coordinator 

Music Notes 
 
Some may wonder why there are two sets of pipes for 
the new organ, one to the left and one to the right of the 
Palladian window in the Choir Loft. 
 

The pipes to the left speak (organ pipes are said to 
"speak”) when the lower keyboard, called the Great Man-
ual, is played. The pipes to the right speak when the up-
per manual is played. 
 

There are shutters in front of the "swell" division of pipes 
which can be opened and closed by means of a "swell 
pedal." This pedal is located just above the console's 
pedalboard and is operated by the organist's right or left 
foot. When the shutters are opened gradually, a crescen-
do, or increase in volume, is produced. When they are 
gradually closed, a diminuendo, or reduction of sound is 
produced. 
 

But back to the reason for the two divisions of pipes.  
 

At least sixteen feet of "headroom" is required for a 
"chest on chest" configuration of the great and swell divi-
sions of a two-manual organ. Because we did not have 
that much headroom in the choir loft, the chests were 

divided--the great division to the 
left of the window and the swell 
division to the right. 
 

The 52nd National Convention of 
the American Guild of Organists 
is being held in Boston from 
June 23 through June 27. Check 
out the website to find out 
about all the wonderful concerts 
and other events that will be 
held in Symphony Hall and many 
of the Boston churches. Some 
are open to the public. 
 

Have a wonderful summer! 
 

  Polly Oliver  

Music Director 

What’s Up Around First Parish 

Flower Sunday, June 8 

Come on, folks! 

Let’s get this parade 

up and running.  

Call Kate today! 

http://www.agoboston2014.org/
http://www.agoboston2014.org/
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2014 Annual Meeting 
 

The 2014 Annual Meeting of The First Parish in Wayland was held on 
Sunday, June 1, 2014 in the Sanctuary following the service. This was a 
change from previous years when the meeting was held on a Sunday 
evening. We hoped for a more robust attendance and were not disap-
pointed! 
 
Members voted to approve the following slate: 
 
Position  Nominee  Expires 
 
Moderator  Lea Anderson  2015 
Treasurer  Clare Lewis  2015 
Clerk  Roger Nuss  2015 
Parish Committee  
  Beth Butler (4 yr. term) 2018 
  Keith Sims (4 yr. term) 2018 
  Brad Carver (1 yr. term) 2015 
Nominating Committee 
  Malcolm Astley (Chair) 2015
  
  Rachel Sideman-Kurtz 2015 
  Joel Silberman  2015 
  Penny Wilson  2015 
Trustees   
  Ross Trimby (Chair) 2015 
  Larry Athan  2015 
  Charlie Anderson 2015 
  Barbara Buell  2015 
  Chris Nelson  2015 
 
 
Attendees heard reports by Penny Wilson (Parish Committee), Stephen 
Winthrop (Trustees of the East Sudbury Ministerial Fund, our endow-
ment), Clare Lewis (Treasurer), Keith Sims (Stewardship), and Bill Morri-
son (Capital Campaign). 
 
Rev. John Nichols, Lisa Mobayed, and Lisa Maria Steinberg reported on 
the church year from their perspectives, and members reaffirmed Affili-
ate Ministers Maddie Sifantus and Deborah Pope-Lance. 
 
The final topic was the 2014-2015 budget presented by Stephen Win-
throp and approved by the voting members. 
 
Thanks to all who stayed to conduct the business of First Parish! 
 
Lea Anderson 
Moderator 

Faces of First Parish 
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A Year of Mutual Growth 

Ministry seems to require frequent hellos and hasty 
good-byes. At least that has been the case for me in  
this one year of internship. I met most of you just nine 
months ago, which seems almost impossible given all 
the joy and sorrow in that time. Now that I feel comfort-
able with you, and you seem comfortable with me, I 
need to move on and so do you.  
 

It has been a whirlwind year for all of us, a time of hope 
and transformation. When I arrived you worried you 
would not find a minister to call, and now you know the 
minister who will lead you. I came unsure of the minis-
ter I would be, and now feel surprisingly certain about 
the minister I am. In this place where you have been 
learning, I have been too. I have discovered my growing 
edges and yours. I have discovered your gifts and mine.  
 

I feel that we have grown together, maybe more so than 
we would have during a year of settled ministry. You 
have shared with me the joy of Rummage, and I have 
shared with you the beauty of poetry. You have shared 
with me the power of loyalty, and I have shared with 
you a love of nature. I have appreciated your thoughtful 
approach to religion and I hope you have appreciated 
the direct inspiration that fuels mine. 
 

Our fit has not always been obvious, but it seems to 
have worked. It gives me great hope for the diversity 
within and among Unitarian Universalist congregations. 
As long as we are willing to look a little deeper and little 
longer we come to see what we have in common, and 
we do have so much in common. I leave with a heart 
that is full and heavy, feeling fortunate for both. 
 

My next year will be spent as the contract minister of a 
lovely congregation in Walpole, New Hampshire. I will 
be surrounded by open-hearted people, architectural 
beauty, and the stunning landscape of the Connecticut 
River Valley. It feels like the perfect next step for me. 
And Lisa Maria will be our ongoing link, as this is her 
home church and I am now her minister. It is strangely 
beautiful the way life works! 

 

May you know great peace and joy ever-
lasting. 
 

With love, 

Lisa Mobayed 

Here are our ushers and greeters for June. 
 
June 1:  Kathie & Dick Cromwell, Barbara &  
 Jack Finlay 

June 8:  Pat & Keith Sims, Suzanne & Jim Tiberii 
 

Thank you for being there for us! If you can’t be there 
after all, please arrange for a substitute or swap dates 
with another usher. 

Ushers for June 

Dine Around Town 

Coming Fall 2014 
 

Do you miss the camaraderie of Canvass Din-

ners? We do! We hope you'll join us when the 

Community Life Committee brings back these 

dinners just for the fun of it. Rather than kick-

ing off a pledge season, let's kick off our 

church year. We hope to schedule dinners for 

a Saturday night in late September or early 

October. Let us know if you are interested in 

hosting. Hosts determine the number of people 

they can accommodate and organize their 

guests as to what they will bring potluck-style. 

Sign-up sheets for guests will be available in 

the fall. Look for an announcement in the Sep-

tember Unitarian. If you have questions or 

would like to host, contact Rachel Sideman-

Kurtz or Greta Stone. 

mailto:rsideperson@yahoo.com
mailto:rsideperson@yahoo.com
mailto:gretagay@gmail.com
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8th Grade Coming of Age and Credo Service, May 2014 
For more wonderful photos, go to our website. 

My friends and fellows, 
 

What a year! Time has really flown, hasn’t it? I can’t 
believe that this is my last newsletter column for The 
Unitarian. For those of you who don’t know, this com-
ing September I will be beginning my ministerial intern-
ship at First Church of Boston. While I am so incredibly 
grateful for this incredible opportunity, it does also 
mean that I will no longer be able to be the youth coor-
dinator in Wayland. As I stood up in front of the congre-
gation a few Sundays ago to let you all know that it was 
my last Sunday (I actually may be able to come in on 
June 8 but I wasn’t sure at the time), I was truly over-
come with how grateful I am to all of you for this expe-
rience.  
 

This has become so much more than a job to me-- First 
Parish is a community that I have come to really respect 

and value, and I am so grateful to have gotten to meet 
and spend time with you all. I have loved getting to 
hang out with the high school youth on Sunday after-
noons and learning all about the various sci-fi franchises 
that they love. I have loved teaching OWL and Coming 
of Age to the middle school youth. Seeing the middle 
schoolers put on their Coming of Age service and read 
their credos this past Sunday was such an amazing 
thing. I will miss you all dearly, but I know that with Lisa 
Maria and Haley here, the youth of this church are in 
very good hands. 
 

Thank you all so much for everything, 
 

Sam Teitel 
Youth Coordinator 

What’s Up with the Youth? 
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One thing we do not lack in Massachusetts is choice.  
 

Where shall you do your grocery shopping? Whole 

Foods? Stop & Shop? The Farmer’s Market at Russell’s? 

How about afterschool activities for your children? Soc-

cer? Skiing? Piano? Dance? Or maybe your child is so 

advanced in a particular skill you need to drive into the 

city to find activities challenging enough for them? Or 

do you eschew overscheduling and choose to minimize 

your family’s commitments to outside engagements?  
 

For some, grocery shopping location is not an identity, 

for others it is fiercely so. Many have strong reasons to 

shop or not to shop at Whole Foods, or avoid the new 

Stop & Shop because of an opposition to the Wayland 

Town Center in the first place. And still others make 

choices not in opposition to something, but as an em-

brace, and choose to shop at the Farmer’s Market for 

reasons ranging from getting out into the community to 

supporting local farmers. And so a simple act of buying 

groceries now has identity written all over it, as an ex-

pression of your preferences, your priorities, and may-

be even your politics. 
 

How does your family arrive at decisions about what 

activities your child will engage with? Are there certain 

activities that are required in your family? Do you re-

quire one artistic and one physical activity per season, 

the nature of which is up to your child? Or do you re-

quire only one specific activity, such as piano lessons? 

How much is negotiable and until what age? And will 

saying yes to the traveling soccer team mean saying no 

to piano lessons? And if so, what does that mean for 

how you envision the identity of your family? 
 

A parent recently asked my advice about how to get 

their child to come to church. The reality is you all have 

a choice about coming to church, and so do your chil-

dren once they are old enough to make their opinions 

known. But I ask you this: How does your family make 

that decision? Is your choice one that you make in  

opposition to other choices, or through an embrace of 

certain principles? What does your choice to come to 

First Parish say about your identity, your preferences, 

your priorities, your politics? How does your decision to 

require or not require your child to come to church in-

form your family’s identity? 
 

And so in response to the parent asking for my advice, 

my response was this: Is going to school negotiable? 

Are piano lessons? Is soccer? Is practicing for lessons 

negotiable? Not every child whose parents require mu-

sic grows up to become a rock star, and not every child 

who is required to attend a UU church grows up to  

become a religious professional, or even a Unitarian 

Universalist. But what is true is that every human soul 

has the capacity for a spiritual life, and we must nur-

ture that capacity to help it develop over one’s lifetime. 

At all ages and stages. 

 

I am not telling you to make church required for your 

child or young teen. That is a choice every family must 

come to a decision on together. But, unlike riding a bi-

cycle, which once learned is never forgotten, a spiritual 

life needs to be practiced and experienced regularly to 

be lived. And although every Sunday may not be Com-

ing of Age Sunday, or Youth Sunday, or an OWL class, 

one cannot get to those Sundays without all the other 

Sundays that come before: in 1st grade, 4th grade, 7th 

grade, and so on.  

 

I look forward to next fall and the new and exciting fu-

ture ahead for First Parish. And I hope to see your fami-

ly in the pews and in our classrooms, as we all walk this 

holy path together and you choose church as often as 

you can. 
 

Blessings, 

Lisa Maria 

Musings from Lisa Maria 
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Another Successful Roxbury Work Day 

at the UU Urban Ministry 
 

Twenty-five hearty souls participated in a great work day in Roxbury on May 18. We 

planted vegetables, did maintenance on the gravel driveway, installed new landscap-

ing timbers, and did general spring clean-up of the property.  But most of all we had 

fun together! 
 

The UU Urban Ministry could not provide its critical services to Roxbury youth and 

families without the support and volunteer commitment of its member congrega-

tions. Thank you, First Parish! 
 

Chris Nelson 

For the UU Urban Ministry 

 

Thanks to Brad and Henry for the photos; there are more on the website! 

http://www.uuwayland.org/?p=7491
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UUSC News 
 

We are delighted to report that thanks to people's  
generous contributions on Justice Sunday, and later in 
response to our appeal in the May Unitarian, we re-
ceived more than the $250 needed to sponsor a tire 
garden for a family in the Port Au Prince area of Haiti. 
Thank you very much, everyone! 
 

At this point UUSC has raised over $20,000 towards its 
$25,000 national goal, which will sponsor 100 tire gar-
dens in urban areas. The cost includes hauling soil from 
rural areas, supplying recycled tires and seed, and 
training families. The families learn about composting, 
organic pesticides, weeding – the whole nine yards. 
One attraction to growing their own food is that fami-
lies can sell the hot peppers. Organizers say the idea 
came from Nicaraguan farmers, and that it's “designed 
to help families thrive and find ways to make a living so 
they can achieve lasting change for the better in Haiti.”  
 

Thank you, again, on their behalf. We'll keep you post-
ed if we hear more. 
 

Bobby Robinson and  

Sylvia Dickens 

UUSC co-chairs 

What’s Up Around First Parish 

Rummage Corner 
 

Rummage is created every day! As you move from 
spring to summer and summer to fall, please know 
that we do have non-shed space available to store 
your in-the-way, no-longer-needed items.  Please 
keep the Rummage Sale in mind!! 

 

Please also spread the word outside the First Parish 
Community. All community donations (within our 
guidelines) are most welcome! The Rummage Sale is 
a great way to open First Parish to 
the greater community. Rummage 
information is available on our 
website.  
 

Contact Kathie Cromwell   
(774-217-1352) to make  
arrangements.    

Rummage Supports Charities 
 

Every year 30 percent of Rummage proceeds is  

given to charitable organizations. The organizations 

petition the Women’s Alliance Board and a repre-

sentative from the Social Action Committee. At the 

Alliance’s Spring Dinner, this year held on May 6, 

the women in attendance voted to fund the follow-

ing organizations:  
 

 Habitat for Humanity (Wayland), $250 

 Lauren Dunne Astley Memorial Fund, $100 

 Partakers, $500 

 Room to Read, $250 

 Sudbury, Wayland, Lincoln Domestic Violence 

Roundtable, $600 

 UUUM Renewal House, $1,000 

 UUUM Roxbury Youth Program, $1,000 

Enjoy the Summer. 

Return Refreshed! 

Many Thanks to the  

Men’s Book Club for Coffee in May 

http://www.uuwayland.org/?page_id=412
http://www.uuwayland.org/?page_id=412
mailto:kscromwell@comcast.net

