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Did you forget  

to pledge?  

No worries! 

Click here. 

 

 

First Parish Calls Stephanie May  

As Our Next Minister 
 
The Parish Committee is delighted to announce that the Rev. Dr. Stephanie May will  
be the next minister at First Parish in Wayland. Stephanie May was called by an over-
whelming vote of the congregation at a Special Meeting on May 4, 2014, following a 
whirlwind Candidating Week. She will begin her work with us on August 1. 
 

Candidating Week saw a wonderful outpouring of interest and support for the candi-
date, who ventured through the many events the Search Committee had planned with 
energy, thoughtfulness, humor, and grace. Stephanie spoke from the pulpit at two Sun-

day services that were uplifting and inspiring. She led two 
congregation-wide discussions and attended more than a 
dozen receptions and workshops that showcased the rich-
ness and diversity of our First Parish community.  
 

The Parish Committee extends its sincere thanks to Lea  
Anderson and Ann Gordon, co-chairs of the Ministerial 
Search Committee, and to its members: Sandy Hoyt, Susie 
Keyes, Bill Morrison, David O'Leary, Nathalie Thompson and 
Stephen Winthrop. Their attention to their task, their willing-
ness to devote countless hours to every phase of the work, 

their careful consideration of who we are as a congregation, and their patient sifting of 
a record-breaking number of applications have brought us to this exciting place in our 
congregational history.  
 

The Parish Committee will work closely with John Nichols and with Stephanie to ensure 
a smooth transition in the coming months. We all look forward to the wonderful possi-
bilities Stephanie will bring to our church community. For more information about 
Stephanie, see the article from the Ministerial Search Committee later in these pages, 
and visit Stephanie’s website. 

http://www.uuwayland.org/?post_type=tribe_events&eventDisplay=month&eventDate=2014-04
http://www.revstephaniemay.com/
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A Month of Sundays 
 

Here is a list of upcoming services, who will be  

leading them, and the sermons. Services start at 10 a.m. 

May 4 — Stephanie May, Ministerial Candidate,  

“A Shared World,” followed by a Special Meeting and  

Vote to Call a New Settled Minister 

May 11 — Lisa Mobayed preaching 

May 18 — 8th Grade Credo Service 

May 25 — John Nichols preaching 

June Unitarian deadline: 05/23 
Please send your contributions to  

Nan Jahnke, the newsletter editor 

Lifespan Religious Education  

Survey Headed Your Way 
 

The Lifespan RE Committee and Lisa Maria are creating a  

survey to learn more about your experiences and wants in 

Lifespan RE Programming.  Look for a special eblast next 

week launching this survey.  

Lay Minister for May 
 

If you need rides, meals, or a confidential visit or chat, con-
tact Penny Beer (508-358-4437), our Lay Minister for the 
month of May. Of course, you can always contact Lisa 
Mobayed or John Nichols directly for pastoral care. 

 

The Wayland Unitarian is the monthly newsletter of The 
First Parish in Wayland, a Unitarian Universalist congrega-
tion. Calendar announcements are available on our web-
site.  

 

Worship Services and Sunday School  

Sundays at 10 am 

 

Location and Address 

First Parish is located at 50 Cochituate Road in Wayland, 
Massachusetts, at the corner of Routes 20, 126, and 27. Our 
mailing address is P.O. Box 397, Wayland MA 01778. 

 

Web Address: www.uuwayland.org   

 

Church Office Hours  

Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 

 

Office Phone Numbers  

Phone:   508-358-6133 and 508-358-2502 
Fax:        508-358-9179   

 
Our Ministers 

Rev. John Nichols, Interim Minister  
508-358-6133 x25, jnichols@uuwayland.org    

Lisa Mobayed, Ministerial Intern  
508-358-6133 x26, lmobayed@uuwayland.org  

 
Rev. Deborah Pope-Lance, Affiliate Minister 
revdpl@gmail.com  

Rev. Maddie Sifantus, Affiliate Minister 
msifantus@uuma.org  

Rev. Ken Sawyer, Minister Emeritus 
 

Our Staff 

Lisa Maria Steinberg, Director of Lifespan Religious Educa-
tion and Spiritual Development 
508-358-6133 x23, lmsteinberg@uuwayland.org  

Kate Holland, Membership Coordinator 
508-358-6133, kholland@uuwayland.org    

Polly Oliver, Music Director  
978-369-0886, pauline01742@gmail.com  

Sam Teitel, Youth Coordinator  
508-358-6133, steitel@uuwayland.org 

Leslie Silva, Parish Administrator  
508-358-6133, office@uuwayland.org  

Oscar Vasquez, Sexton  
508-358-6133, oscarvsqz@aol.com  

Michelle Burkle, Nursery care, 508-358-6133  

Sandy Hoyt & Ann Moses, Wedding & Memorial Service 
Coordinators, 508-358-6133 

mailto:family@jahnke.org
mailto:pdbeer@comcast.net
http://www.uuwayland.org/?post_type=tribe_events&eventDisplay=month&eventDate=2014-04
http://www.uuwayland.org/?post_type=tribe_events&eventDisplay=month&eventDate=2014-04
http://www.uuwayland.org
mailto:jnichols@uuwayland.org
mailto:lmobayed@uuwayland.org
mailto:revdpl@gmail.com
mailto:msifantus@uuma.org
mailto:lmsteinberg@uuwayland.org
mailto:kholland@uuwayland.org
mailto:pauline_01742@yahoo.com
mailto:steitel@uuwayland.org
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
mailto:oscarvsqz@aol.com
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What’s Up Around First Parish 

 

Women's Alliance  

Spring Dinner 
Tuesday, May 6 

 

 

Where: Vestry, 6:30 p.m.; $20 paid in advance or at  
the door  
 
What: Socializing and a delicious catered dinner  
 
A Short Business Meeting: We’ll vote to determine 
which charities will receive a portion of the Rummage 
Sale proceeds.  
 
The Program: Celebrate the Success of Rummage and 
Applaud this Year’s Fabulous Rummage Organizers: 
Kathie Cromwell, Sue Bryant-Still, and Tiffany Lang 
   
Come: Join in the fun! 
 
To reserve a spot, sign up in the Vestry or contact  
Alliance Board member Rita Anderson (508-358-2667). 
Or just come! 

Men's Book Club 

  

America's level of income and wealth inequality is great-

er today than before the Great Depression. Our politics 

have shaped the market to favor those at the top of the 

economic pyramid resulting in slower growth, greater 

instability, and less true democracy. 

In The Price of Inequality, Nobel lau-

reate Joseph Stiglitz proposes a com-

prehensive agenda to create a more 

dynamic economy and a fairer and 

more equal society. We will discuss 

this at our next meeting on Thursday, 

May 8, at 8 pm in the Stokey Library. 

Why not join us? 

Rummage was a blast! Click here for more. 

We Have New Artwork 
 

Check out the new artwork in the Commons. There are 
two photographs of First Parish church: one originally 
taken in 1915 (this one is a copy) and one taken this 
past year by Judy Canty Graves. Judy has also donated a 
beautiful floral photograph, also hanging in the Com-
mons, and the photos of Rummage on the website are 
hers, too.  Our thanks to Judy for her generosity. 

mailto:sedgemeadow@verizon.net
http://www.uuwayland.org/?p=4079
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April in New England can be a cruel month but April at 
First Parish has been a pretty uplifting month, with many 
exciting things going on and hope springing eternal. In a 
year where two meetings per month has been the norm, 
we surprisingly met only once this month (could be the 
quiet before the storm!). At our last meeting, the most 
exciting and spectacular agenda item was the Search 
Committee's announcement that after a yearlong search 
with 27 applicants considered, the committee unani-
mously agreed that one candidate rose to the top: 
Stephanie May. Of course by now, we are all well ac-
quainted with her name, but to be in the room hearing 
the genuine exuberance, joy, and excitement that the 
Search Committee members had in their voices was 
compelling and inspiring. The Parish Committee immedi-
ately began working out the details of the Special 
Meeting to vote on whether to call Stephanie and plan-
ning a congregation-wide party to follow. It is an exciting 
juncture for us all, indeed! 
 

At our last meeting, we also heard from Bill Kenney,  
who gave us an update regarding negotiations with our 
tenant, Wayland Creative Preschool. Some issues have 
been resolved, such as storage, and are now specified in 
the lease and a 2.5% rent increase has been requested. 
All things considered, not the least of which is that the 
current rent equals roughly 10% of the collected stew-
ardship drive, the Parish Committee authorized Bill to 
negotiate a one-year renewal of the lease with Wayland 
Creative from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015, but not a 
multi-year lease. A music school has made preliminary 

inquiries about renting space, though the scope of use  
is not as extensive as Wayland Creative. Maureen Tillett 
reported on preliminary discussions with them and the 
group brainstormed ways in which another tenant might 
reasonably be able to use the space. The group decided 
not to offer the music school space in Stokey, as re-
quested, but Maureen was authorized to continue ex-
ploratory discussions on alternative space.  
 

Jim Van Sciver updated us on the stewardship campaign. 
At the time of our meeting at the beginning of 
April, we were at about an 80% return rate,  
still about $68K short of the stewardship goal. 

Since then, the stewardship campaign has headed into 
the follow-up phase with chair Keith Sims, Jim Van 
Sciver, Penny Wilson, and Nancy Slocum making follow-
up calls and emails. The return rate is now inching up. 
We'd like to get that last 15%-20% before May 4 so that 
we can present a good financial face to our Ministerial 
Candidate. If you have not done so yet, please send your 
pledge in ASAP! 

 

Other exciting news is that Warrant Article 23 passed 
Town Meeting granting First Parish $150,000 in Commu-
nity Preservation funds to renovate the Carriage Sheds 
and Meeting House. Thanks for the hard work of all who 
worked on this, educated voters, and attended Town 
Meeting, especially Jean Milburn, who masterminded 
the effort, and Enrique de los Reyes, who worked with 
Jean to define where work was most needed. 
 

Rummage happened early in the month and was a huge 
success. Lisa Mobayed observed that Rummage is a 
“joyful” event at First Parish Wayland, noting that this  
is not always the case at all congregations.  
 

OK, that's about it for April. But there's more to come!
The Parish Committee has begun planning a suitable 
farewell to our interim minister, John Nichols, later on, 
as well as the Annual Meeting on June 1 – perhaps in the 
daytime, not evening – a first!, and the traditional Parish 
Committee potluck in June. Mark your calendars for an 
exciting end to an exciting year!  
 
 

Nancy Slocum 
For the Parish Committee 

            Report from the Parish Committee 

Come to Our Annual Meeting 
Sunday, June 1, 2014 

immediately following the service 

in the Sanctuary 
 

Hear committee reports, review next year's budget,  
vote on officers, trustees, and members of the  
Nominating and Parish Committees. Coffee Hour will 
follow the meeting and will be worth waiting for! 

 

For more information, see the Preliminary Legal  
Notice on page 6. The official Legal Notice, including 
the slate of candidates, will be provided this year by 
special eblast in mid May.  
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Your Stewardship 

 

The time has come, the Steward said, 
To talk of special things: 

Of the many future advantages 
That your late investment brings— 

Of supporting your community 
O how true that rings! 

 
It is so clear, our dear friend, 
In this merry month of May: 

We need support for programs, 
Which we all can list today— 

We need support for our larger home, 
Search and relocation costs to pay. 

 
We need to support our new minister 

And our fine staff entire, 
So they can then support us 

Toward all which we aspire— 
Come share in our common effort 

In a way that you’ll admire! 
 
There’s a lot of energy bubbling in First Parish lately. 
With the advent of a new minister, our beautiful new 
addition, and our new organ on top of all our wonder-
ful programs and activities, there’s a lot to be excited 
about. If we all increase our pledges at least 4%, we 
should meet our operating budget goal. Many of our 
donors have already pledged at this level. If you have 

not pledged yet, step right 
up! The Steward will thank 
you.  
 

Send your signed pledge sheets to Treasurer, First Par-
ish in Wayland, P.O. Box 397, Wayland MA 01778; scan 
and email to Stewardship@uuwayland.org; drop it in 
the Treasurer’s box in the office; or slide it under the 
door if the office is closed. 

What’s Up Around First Parish 

All Hail the Rummage Queens — Kathie 

Cromwell, Sue Bryant-Still, and Tiffany 

Lang — for their boundless energy and  

can-do spirit. Well done, ladies! 

Rummage Wrap-Up  
 

Rummage 2014 was a lot of fun! Everyone relished our 
new space. Highlights were the wonderful smells com-
ing from the kitchen on Set-Up Sunday as our middle 
school kids baked for the new Bake Shop; the seren-
dipitous move of Rummage Lunches to the Narthex; 
seeing shoppers use our handicapped parking; and the 
joy of visiting and catching up with each other! 

We had 520 paying shoppers and more than 60 made 
use of our new Bag Check area. We grossed $16,600 
despite several departments stating they had fewer 
big tickets items to sell this year than in the past. We 
donated two truckloads to the Salvation Army. 

130 volunteers made Rummage 2014 happen. This 
count does not include the participation of our high 
school and middle school kids, who contributed won-
derful energy to our sale. It takes our entire First Par-
ish community to make the Rummage Sale a success. I 
hope, like us, you received as much as you gave!  

And to those of you who donated your gently used 
possessions and who baked your delicious baked 
goods, we truly appreciate your generosity.  

THANK YOU ALL!!! A special thank you to Jack Peters 
and Pete Beckwith, who are retiring from Hardware & 
Appliances after many, many years of service.  

On behalf of Tiffany Lang and Sue Bryant-Still, we are 
so very gratefully yours,  

Kathie Cromwell 

mailto:Stewardship@uuwayland.org
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We are thrilled that the congregational vote held Sun-
day, May 4, overwhelming endorsed Rev. Stephanie 
May to be the next settled minister at First Parish in 
Wayland. The Search Committee unanimously chose 
Stephanie from among 27 candidates because of her 
warm and outgoing personality; her intellectual curiosi-
ty; her deep listening and effective communication 
skills; her calm and centering presence in the pulpit;  
her experience in both academia and church life; and 
the consistently outstanding recommendations offered 
by many references. 
 

Stephanie is now completing her second year as Minis-
terial Intern at the UU Area Church in Sherborn, Massa-
chusetts, and was ordained on April 13 in an inspiring 
celebration at the Sherborn church. While serving in 
Sherborn, Stephanie also served as the Interim UU 
Chaplain at Wellesley College. She has been a teaching 
fellow at Harvard College and Harvard Divinity School, 
and a Lecturer at both Brandeis and Boston College. She 
has also served as managing editor of the Journal of 
Feminist Studies in Religion, based in Cambridge. 
 

Raised in Michigan, Stephanie graduated from Wheaton 
College in Illinois in 1993 with a degree in philosophy. 
She received a Masters in Divinity from Princeton Theo-

logical Seminary in 2002, and a Doctorate in Theology 
from Harvard Divinity School in 2012. Stephanie lives in 
Sudbury with her partner of 10 years, Bill Churchill, and 
her son Alek, who is 16. She has a deep appreciation for 
nature — working recently as a field hand at Hutchins 
Farm in Concord — and for the value of religious com-
munity.  
 

This is an historic moment in the life of our church com-
munity. We are so grateful for the ongoing support of 
this wonderful community during our year of search. 
Your participation in the Cottage Meetings, the online 
survey, and in the many wonderful conversations we 
have had with you have made this match possible and 
ensured an exciting future for our religious community.  
 

We are so delighted to welcome Stephanie to First  
Parish!  
 

Lea Anderson and Ann Gordon (co-chairs), Sandy Hoyt, 
Susan Keyes, Bill Morrison, David O’Leary, Nathalie 
Thompson and Stephen Winthrop 

News from the Ministerial Search Committee 

PRELIMINARY LEGAL NOTICE 
 
The regular ANNUAL MEETING of The First Parish in Wayland will be held on Sunday, June 1, 2014, at 11:15 
a.m. immediately following the 10:00 a.m. Service in the Meeting House Sanctuary. The purpose of the meeting is 
to act upon the following: 
 

 The election of Officers, Trustees, and Nominating Committee members and the filling of Parish Committee 
vacancies. The Nominating Committee will present the slate for approval, as listed in the Legal Notice of the 
Annual Meeting to be sent by the Clerk to the congregation of First Parish no later than May 16, 2014. Nomina-
tions may also be made from the floor.  

 Reports from the Trustees and Committees  

 Reports from the Minister 

 Vote to approve Affiliate Ministers: Deborah Pope-Lance and Maddie Sifantus  

 Adoption of the budget for 2014-2015  
 Any other business that may properly come before the meeting. (Please submit any proposed motions to the 

Clerk, Roger Nuss, at least three days in advance of the meeting.)  
 

All are welcome to attend the Annual Meeting; only members may vote. To be eligible to vote at the Meeting one 
must have signed the membership book before May 16, 2014. A quorum of twenty-five members is needed to en-
act any business to come before the Meeting.  
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What’s Up Around First Parish 

 

 

 

Whether you make your own music  
or just enjoy listening 

 
Join your First Parish friends  
Friday, May 16, for our 3rd 

 

Music in May 
 

This year we are changing to an  
open-mike format. 

 

Schedule for the evening: 
6:30 gather in the Vestry  

for pot luck supper 
7:30 move to the Sanctuary  
for musical performances  

Dessert and Coffee in the Vestry  
after the performances 

 

We already have a number of amaz-
ing performers lined up, including a 

special performance by the Bell Choir,  
but there’s always room for you.  

 

RSVP not necessary, but those who 
would like to perform are urged 
to contact Joan Shear in 

advance of  
             the evening.   

Welcome back to Lisa Maria, who returned 

from maternity leave on April 21.  

Her regular column will resume in June. 

“Come, Sing a Song with Me” 

 
In the past, First Parish Children's Choir has present-
ed shows and musicales for parents and friends, com-
plete with costumes and refreshments. The FPCC has 
performed in the sanctuary, the choir loft and the 
Stokey Library and has been quite proud of such 
"shows" as "Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat" and its own semi-staged version of 
"Peter Pan." Along with regular participation in Sun-
day morning services, FPCC has presented various 
talent shows, performed as a children's choir in such 
Music Sundays as "Carmina Burana," and has even 
had the honor of presenting its very own Christmas 
Eve service of music and readings.  
 

Choral experience can be very important for children. 
In recent years at least five alumni of Children's Choir 
have gone on to participate in collegiate choirs, in-
cluding performing tours to European destinations.  
 

Even though there is not much more time left in this 
church year, please encourage your youngsters to 
"Come, Sing a Song with Me" between 11:30 and 
12:15 on Sundays in the sanctuary. 
 

Polly Oliver 
 

Thank you, Polly and musicians, for a beautiful Music 
Sunday presentation of Haydn’s Great Organ Mass. 

Our new organ was magnificent! 

mailto:joan.shear@bc.edu
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Labyrinth Walk 
 

A modern cloth labyrinth will be set up in the 

Vestry and open to the public on May 15 and May 18. 

Walking a labyrinth path is an ancient meditative prac-

tice that can soothe your mind as you engage your 

body; it is an appropriate activity for all but the very 

young. Walking the clear yet circuitous route is repre-

sentative of the spiritual journey that moves us into 

our center and reconnects us with the world.   
 

On Thursday, May 15, there will be 

two sessions, both in silence, from 

1:30-3:30 p.m. and 6:00-8:00 p.m. On 

Sunday, May 18, there will be one ses-

sion with meditative music from 7:00-

9:00 p.m. Allow at least 20 minutes to the walk the lab-

yrinth. Socks are required and comfortable clothes are 

encouraged. 

What’s Up Around First Parish 

Here are our ushers and greeters for May. 
 
May 4:  Maureen Tillett, Peggy Holland, Ann  
 Ross, Bobby Robinson 
May 11:  Sandy Hoyt, Marney & George Ives,  
 Alex Gibber  
May 18:  Andrea & Doug Case, Andy Myers &  
 Greta Stone  
May 25:  David Lang, Tiffany Lang, Anne &  
 Enrique de los Reyes 
 
Thank you for being there for us! If you can’t be there 
after all, please arrange for a substitute or swap dates 
with another usher. 

Ushers for May 

Don’t You Just Love a Parade? 
 

One of the things I hope to do as I work with the con-

gregation here at First Parish is to raise our presence  

in our town and beyond, too. Brad Keyes was kind 

enough to let me know that the community of Way-

land is celebrating its 375th anniversary. First Parish is 

a really big part of this community’s history. In 1642 

the original First Parish meeting house was built. It was 

used not only as a church but also as a community cen-

ter, storehouse, and even as a stockade. Our current 

meeting house was erected in 1814 and has been part 

of the town’s historic center for 200 years now. As part 

of the 375th anniversary celebration there is a parade 

planned. The town has invited community groups, 

bands, businesses, kids, adults, schools, and other or-

ganizations that are part of the community to be a part 

of the parade. I would love to see First Parish have a 

presence in the parade. It can be as simple as having 

some of us walk with a banner, or we could get fancy 

and have some of us decorate a truck with some things 

that represent our church. It is up to us to decide if we 

want to be a part of the parade and how creative 

do we want to be? 
 

The parade will be on Saturday, June 14. It will 

start around 9:30 and end around noon. The route 

is about a 3-mile walk down Route 27 from the 

Cochituate ballfield to the Wayland Town Building. You 

can get more information on the Anniversary celebra-

tion and on the parade at on the anniversary website. 
 

If you are interested in being a part of the church’s pa-

rade group I would love to meet with you! There will 

be a meeting on May 11 after the service to talk about 

what we would like to do and to get a sense of how 

many of us there would be. If you can’t make the 

meeting but would like to be a part of the group just 

drop me an email (kholland@uuwayland.org) or grab 

me at Coffee Hour. 
 

Kate Holland 
Membership Coordinator 

Parade Meeting!  

May 11, 11:30 am, after Coffee Hour 

Be There! 

http://www.wayland375.com
mailto:kholland@uuwayland.org
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First Parish in Action in the Community 

 

Our Annual  

Workday at the  

UU Urban Ministry  

in Roxbury is 

Sunday, May 18, 

11:30 am–4 pm. 

Please come! 

Contact Chris Nelson 

mailto:cnelson@cornerstone.com
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Welcome to the Rummage Corner! In this new column 
we plan to keep you informed about Rummage 
throughout the year.  
 

In this first entry, we would like to announce that we 
are forming a year-round Rummage Committee. This 
Committee will help the chairs plan Rummage and will 
explore new ideas to improve the Rummage Sale. Com-
mittee members will not be asked to chair the Rum-
mage Sale. 
 

We are soliciting past chairs, people with an interest in 
publicity, people who have experience or interest in 
retail merchandising and, of course, 
“Rummage lovers”! If that descrip-
tion fits you, please contact Kathie 
Cromwell at 774-217-1352 or find 
her at Coffee Hour. 

Rummage Corner 

May’s Generosity 
 
May baskets were the way we began this month many 
years ago. On the first, we would set a basket with a 
treat and some flowers on some unsuspecting doorstep, 
ring the bell, and run away. It was trick-or-treating in 
reverse. Honestly, I think it was more thrilling and satis-
fying to know of someone’s delight without actually be-
ing its witness. I was dared by delight, and that contin-
ues, although it is no longer contained in a basket. 
 

Generosity is the spirit of May. We feel gifted when we 
look at the copious flowering trees, the perennials 
emerging to spread their glory, and the bushes that 
have been waiting for this warmth. It is a symphony of 
color and fragrance for which we are never entirely pre-
pared. May is full of welcome surprises that nature has 
devised, it seems, for the beauty and delight of the soul.  
 

My walks this time of year zigzag wildly as I am guided 
by bloom and scent. There is the house on the lake with 
the two magnolia lilafloras out front, whose magenta 

blooms have a fragrance that lures me 
across the street every time. And 
there is the garage with the heavi-
est blue-violet lilac bushes 

pushed up against it. I trespass just a little every time I 
pass those blooms that are longing to be enjoyed. It is 
worth a few bold steps to cup one of those full flowers 
in my hands and breathe in as deeply as possible. How 
often do we get to breathe in such beauty?  
 

If it were up to me I would take people on fragrant tours 
of the neighborhood, and go rogue when necessary, 
with a gaggle of beauty-seeking others. I remember 
reading about how the Monadnock Region, where I live, 
used to offer apple blossom tours. People would travel 
from the city in their open carriages and drive by one 
orchard after another, just breathing in the fragrance 
and soaking in the beauty. I can’t think of anything 
much more lovely than that.  
 

May is doing everything she can so that you will notice 
her generous blessing. She is ringing your doorbell, 
wanting you to be surprised and delighted. Please open 
your door, zigzag through your neighborhood, be guided 
by beauty and fragrance. Open your heart, eyes, and 
nose to the loveliness of the world, and be sure to take 
someone else along. 

 

Yours in the delight, 

Lisa Mobayed 

 
The Sudbury-Wayland-Lincoln Domestic Violence 
Roundtable invites you to participate in Shower for 
Shelters from Friday, May 2, through Sunday, May 11.  
 
Help families transition from a shelter to a place of 
their own with gifts of new household items such as 
towels, bedding, cleaning products, and kitchenware. 
See the “wish list” of items here.  
 
Deliver unwrapped gifts to the basket in the First Par-
ish Vestry. All gifts are donated to clients of REACH, 
Voices Against Violence, and The Second Step. 
 

Help Provide a Safe 

New Home for  

Families 

Domestic Violence Roundtable 

http://uuwayland.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=bfa97b2d58c835a635f3e6036&id=6309915dbf&e=05caaccd53
http://uuwayland.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=bfa97b2d58c835a635f3e6036&id=6309915dbf&e=05caaccd53
http://www.uuwayland.org/?p=7374
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Tire Gardens for Haiti: Can You Help?  
 
With a gift of just $250, our congregation can sponsor a 
sustainable garden for a Haitian family. And we are very 
nearly there! 
 

A warm thank you to all who gave generously on Justice 
Sunday — April 13 — to help sponsor a tire garden for 
one Haitian family. Justice Sunday is an annual program 
of the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) 
and half the offering that day was dedicated to sup-
porting Justice Sunday activity. Today we are just $45 
short of our goal.  
 

Our focus in 2014 is on “Planting Seeds” – growing  
our own sustainable gardens and going beyond that to 
plant seeds of justice: to work toward food sovereignty 
and food security and to find ways to contribute to a 
just and sustainable food system that provides healthy 
and affordable food for all. We are encouraged to edu-
cate ourselves and act on these issues throughout the 

year. For full access to is-
sues, resources, and activi-
ties, click here.  
 

Right now, UUSC is spear-
heading a project to help 
100 families in the struggling 
urban area of Port Au Prince 

to grow their own food by providing them with the  
materials and ongoing training they need to create tire 
gardens. This concept is based on the success of the 
work done in the Eco Villages located in the rural areas 
of Haiti, where UUSC has partnered with the Papaye 
Peasant Movement (MPP) and others to introduce yard 
gardens or tire gardens.  
 

UUSC estimates 100 urban 
tire gardens will cost 
$25,000, and they are con-
tinuing to appeal for that 
funding from congregations 
and individual donors. We 
asked our congregation for 
$250 to sponsor one tire garden for a family. We have 
donated the funds we received, and are also now on 
the map of those UU congregations who have com-
mitted to raising at least $250. We need just a few 
more people to chip in to honor our commitment.  
 

If you would like to become a part of this success story, 
please consider donating soon. You can donate online 
or mail a check to UUSC Justice Sunday, PO Box 808, 
Newark, NJ 07101-0808. Make it out to UUSC Justice 
Sunday. Either way, please be sure to note you're from 
First Parish of Wayland so we can reach our goal. If you 
prefer, get in touch with Bobby Robinson or Sylvia Dick-
ens and donate in person. Thanks!  

Want to see how to build 

and grow your own tire 

garden? Watch this very 

informative and enter-

taining video series shot 

on site in Haiti. 

What an incredible blessing it is to have Lisa Maria back 
in the building! Lisa Maria coming back means not just 
the return of my supervisor but also the return of some-
body who has become a close friend and teacher to me 
during my time at First Parish (it has also been pretty 
great to get to hang out with her and Viviana!).  
 

While Lisa Maria was on her maternity leave I had the 
opportunity to get to know many members of the First 
Parish community in a way that I hadn’t before. Much of 
the work that Lisa Maria usually does was taken over by 

the Lifespan Religious Education 
Committee and by John. I had 
braced myself to go without much 
of the help and support to which I 
had become accustomed while 
Lisa Maria was away. This turned 
out to not have been necessary. If 
there is anything that I have 

learned time and time again about the First Parish com-
munity it is that this is a group of people who are able 
to give support to anybody who needs it. John and the 
members of the Lifespan Religious Education Com-
mittee were incredibly helpful and supportive of me and 
the youth program during the past three months.  
 

The Lifespan Religious Education Committee worked 
tirelessly to help me ensure that all classes and events 
went smoothly. John and I met weekly to check in about 
the state of the Youth Program. Everybody was working 
towards a common goal -- supporting the youth. I con-
tinue to be amazed by how much First Parish values its 
young people. My time with First Parish is drawing to a 
close, but I remain enthusiastic and I remain continually 
impressed. 
 

Sam Teitel  
Youth Coordinator 

http://www.uusc.org/reflect-understand-act#garden
http://www.uusc.org/updates/success-100-gardens-goal-exceeded-by-earth-day
http://www.uusc.org/updates/success-100-gardens-goal-exceeded-by-earth-day
https://secure2.convio.net/uusc/site/Donation2;jsessionid=6E51D2E7EAFC830A1178CEC94755DE72.app260a?df_id=3780&3780.donation=form1
mailto:bdr501@comcast.net
mailto:syldickens@gmail.com%20
mailto:syldickens@gmail.com%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yL4dgMzl_HU&feature=c4-overview&list=UUwEHtj_bX3PM4RQlc1tXSvA
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On Wednesday, May 28, the Walden Forum will host  

Anna Ornstein, M.D., professor of child psychiatry and 

a Holocaust survivor, for a program titled “Lessons 

from the Holocaust: Remembering the Past and Look-

ing to the Future.”    

For survivors, telling the story of the Holocaust often 

seems to be a moral imperative, though the narrator 

may be torn between the wish to preserve the memory 

and an urge to flee from it. Dr. Ornstein, who was 17 

when she and her family were deported to Auschwitz 

in 1944, will speak on the role of luck in survival. “It 

may have helped to be smart, resourceful or coura-

geous,” she says, “but more than any other factor, it is 

to luck that we owe our lives.” 

Please join us for an exploration of this theme. The  

forum will be held in the Wayland Middle School Audi-

torium, beginning at 7:30 p.m. For more information, 

visit the Walden Forum website. 

Community Life Committee News 
 

Photography of First Parish Members 

Please stop by the Sun Room during Coffee Hour on 

May 11 to see the results of this winter’s 3-part photo 

memory book workshop. Enjoy the photography and 
talk with First Parish photographers about their experi-

ence in creating these books.  
 

Lauren Dunne Astley Fundraiser  
Thanks to all who made the Bertucci’s Dining for  
Dollars event so successful. Last month. First Parish 
members and the wider community turned out strong 
to raise funds to support the outreach work of the 
Lauren Dunne Astley Memorial Fund. 

Stephanie May had a Youth encounter  

during Candidating Week. Smiles all around! 

Walden Forum 

http://www.waldenforum.org/

