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           A Wonderful Season  
 

Come Deck Our Halls  
 

A few more volunteers, women and men, are needed to help decorate 
the church for the holidays. Please contact Carol Leiter  if you can join us on Thursday 
afternoon, December 5, from 3-5 p.m. for wreath hanging, garland draping, ornament 
hanging, refreshments and holiday spirit.  
 

 

Help Undecorate the Tree  
 

Thanks to everyone who signed out candy canes. Please return unwrapped gifts to the 
Vestry by December 8 (drop-dead date is December 15). No time to shop but you’d like 
to participate? We’ll shop for you! Send a check made out to First Parish Women’s Alli-
ance to Pat Sims, 47 Rice Spring Lane, Wayland. Don’t miss out on this wonderful op-
portunity to make a difference in the lives of mothers and children who have survived 
domestic violence.   
 

Community Carol Sing 
 

Come sing carols to the accompaniment of the Sudbury Valley New Horizons Band on 
the steps of the church, December 8. See page 3. 
 

Christmas Services 
 

There will be an impromptu, “No-Rehearse Pageant” during the regular 
Sunday service on December 22, as well as two services on Christmas 
Eve, at 4 and 7 pm. The earlier service will be the traditional Children’s 

Tableau, organized by Amy Meneely; more about that on page 10. 
Thanks, Amy! 

The  

Christmas 

Tableau Is 

Coming!  

December Highlights 
 

Dec.   5:      Decorate the Church, 3-5 pm, Vestry 
Dec.   8:      Community Carol Sing, 4 pm, Meetinghouse Steps 
     Undecorate the Tree gifts are due 
Dec. 12:     Walden Forum Messiah Sing, 7:30 pm, High School 
Dec. 15:      Music Sunday 
Dec. 22:     Multigenerational “Living Nativity,” 10 am service 
Dec. 24:     Christmas Eve Services, 4 pm (Children’s Tableau) 
                     and 7 pm 
       
See the full calendar on the First Parish website. 

 

mailto:mcleiter@comcast.net
http://www.uuwayland.org/?post_type=tribe_events
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January Unitarian deadline 12/18 

Lay Minister 
 

If you need meals or rides, or would like a friendly, confi-
dential chat, contact the Lay Minister for December, Greta 
Stone (508-358-4729). 

A Month of Sundays—And More! 
 

Here is a list of this month’s services, who will be  

leading them, and the sermons. Services begin  

at 10 a.m. unless otherwise noted. 

  

December 1 — John Nichols, “The One and the Many” 

December 8 — John Nichols, “An Armistice in Human 

Affairs” 

December 15 — Music Sunday, Benjamin Britten’s  

“A Ceremony of Carols,” Polly Oliver, Music Director 

December 22 – All-Church Unrehearsed Christmas Pageant,  

Lisa Maria Steinberg directing 

December 24 — 4 p.m., Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 

including the Children’s Tableau (a family-friendly service)  

7 p.m., Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

December 29 – Lisa Mobayed will lead the combined local 
UU Church Service at First Parish of Wayland  with a sermon 

titled “Spaciousness” 

The Wayland Unitarian is the monthly news- 
letter of The First Parish in Wayland, a Unitarian  
Universalist congregation. Weekly calendar  
announcements are available in the Order of  
Service at the Sunday worship services.  
 

Worship Services and Sunday School  

Sundays at 10 am 
 

Location and Address 

First Parish is located at 50 Cochituate Road in Way-
land, Massachusetts, at the corner of Routes 20, 126 
and 27. Our mailing address is: P.O. Box 397, Wayland, 
MA 01778. 
 

Web Address: www.uuwayland.org   
 

Church Office Hours  

Monday through Friday, 9 am to 1 pm 
 

Office Phone Numbers  

Phone:   508-358-6133 and 508-358-2502 
Fax:        508-358-9179   
 

Our Ministers 

Rev. John Nichols, Interim Minister  
508-358-6133 x25, jnichols@uuwayland.org    

Lisa Mobayed, Ministerial Intern  
508-358-6133 x26, lmobayed@uuwayland.org  
 

Rev. Deborah Pope-Lance, Affiliate Minister 
revdpl@gmail.com  

Rev. Maddie Sifantus, Affiliate Minister 
msifantus@uuma.org  

Rev. Ken Sawyer, Minister Emeritus 
 

Our Staff 

Lisa Maria Steinberg, Director of Lifespan Religious 
Education and Spiritual Development 
508-358-6133 x23, lmsteinberg@uuwayland.org  

Polly Oliver, Music Director  
978-369-0886, pauline01742@gmail.com  

Sam Teitel, Youth Coordinator  
508-358-6133, steitel@uuwayland.org 

Leslie Silva, Parish Administrator  
508-358-6133, office@uuwayland.org  

Oscar Vasquez, Sexton  
508-358-6133, oscarvsqz@aol.com  

Michelle Burkle, Nursery care, 508-358-6133  

Sandy Hoyt & Ann Moses, Wedding & Memorial Ser-
vice Coordinators, 508-358-6133  

Liz LeBaron extends her thanks to all for the 

lovely memorial service for her husband Ken  

on November 2, 2013. 

Can You Help with the Order of Service? 
 

Collating help needed to get the Order of Service ready for 
the Sunday service. If you can help any time Friday to Sun-
day morning, let Leslie know. 

mailto:gretagay@gmail.com
mailto:gretagay@gmail.com
http://www.uuwayland.org
mailto:jnichols@uuwayland.org
mailto:lmobayed@uuwayland.org
mailto:revdpl@gmail.com
mailto:msifantus@uuma.org
mailto:lmsteinberg@uuwayland.org
mailto:pauline_01742@yahoo.com
mailto:steitel@uuwayland.org
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
mailto:oscarvsqz@aol.com
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
mailto:office@uuwayland.org
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I wish you the holidays you most need to have. That is 
not necessarily the holiday that everyone else 

wants you to have. I will be one of the few 
who will not wish you a “Merry Christmas” 

because I know that may not be what you 
need. You may want a very quiet holiday 

season or an intimate holiday season with 
just your immediate family or – heresy of heresies – a 
holiday season without relatives of any kind. If that’s 
what you need, I hope you will find it or at least some of 
it. Or if what you want is a happy, rollicking, party giv-
ing, carol singing, mistletoe hanging, back slapping holi-
day season then go for it. The point is, “you decide” 
what kind of holiday you need. Don’t let others decide 
for you. 
 
Forty years of working in congregations have taught me 
two things about the holidays. The first is that many 
good people become possessed around this season. 
Things that would have been “good enough” the rest of 
the year now must become perfect. In one congrega-
tion I served the three major November/December  
issues every year were: “How shall we decorate the 
church?” “How shall we carry off the Holiday Progres-
sive Dinner?” and “How shall we conduct the Christmas 
Eve service, which was never child-friendly enough for 
some and had been entirely too child-friendly for oth-

ers?” Each question could be and often was the vortex 
around which personalities clashed and normally good 
people became outrageously unreasonable. 
 

I also learned family members and friends – being hu-
man – don’t always cooperate with our hopes and fan-
tasies of the perfect Christmas. Come January, I used to 
ask my parishioners, “So how were your holidays?” 
Their sad stories were the normal stuff of family life. 
These included relatives who became unreasonable 
again. Rivalries between siblings that rose to the surface 
again. Children whose patience and self-control had 
been stretched up to and beyond their limits again. 
Feelings that got hurt all over again. All of this would 
have been avoidable or at least survivable if families 
figured out that high holiday expectations do not neces-
sarily knit everyone together. If too high, those expecta-
tions can only make things worse. 
 

This year I wish you the holiday season that you most 
need to have. Take your life into your own hands and 
decide what that means. Imagine what this season 
might include and then allow yourself to have that  
moment of time that you most need to have. 

In the Interim 

 

John Nichols  

The 

Living  

Nativity  

Dec. 22 

10 a.m. 

We Need Coffee and Flowers! 
 
That Coffee sure smells good in the Vestry on Sun-

day! But starting in December, dates on the calen-

dar are empty for coffee servers and flower provid-

ers! Please sign up to serve coffee at Coffee Hour 

and/or provide flowers for 

the front of the church. Sign

-up sheets are available in 

the Vestry all week, or you 

can email Linda Collins. 

Think of it as your holiday 

gift to the church. Thanks 

from us all! 

mailto:lindasteve33@gmail.com
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At our November meeting the Parish Committee re-
viewed the draft contract for the new Minister which will 
be posted with our Search packet; voted money for the 
annual fees for the software on which our website is 
built; approved the sale of Wayland 375 cookbooks at 
the Carol Sing on December 8; and heard a report on 
progress in filling the Membership Coordinator position. 
We will be having an extra meeting in December to dis-
cuss this year’s Stewardship campaign. 
 

There was a Special Meeting of the Parish on Sunday, 
November 24, 2013, as was announced in the November 
Unitarian. Lea Anderson moderated the Special Meeting. 
Two amendments to the By-Laws were proposed. 
 

The first amendment proposed was to modernize the 
notice provisions regarding Meetings of the Parish. The 
existing By-Laws required notice to be mailed to each 
member of the Parish at least one week in advance of a 
Meeting and at least two weeks in advance of the Annual 

Meeting, or, alternatively, notice by timely 
publication in the parish newsletter. Penny 

Wilson, the Parish Committee chair, 
moved to replace the word mail with 
send and the word mailed with sent in 
Article V, Item 4, of the By-Laws. This 

change would allow future notifications of Parish 
Meetings to be made to all parishioners in whatever 
method they preferred to receive notice. Those mem-
bers who still want to receive communications via postal 
mail will still get notified in that way, but, in general, no-
tice could be sent as part of the e-blast or any other 

mode of communication we decide to use in the future. 
The chair reported that the Parish Committee recom-
mended passage of the motion, and there was no further 
discussion. The motion passed unanimously and Article 
V, Item 4 now reads: 
 

The Clerk of the Parish shall send notice of all meetings to 
each member of the Parish at least one week in advance 
of said Meeting and at least two weeks in advance of the 
Annual Meeting. Notice, so sent, shall constitute the war-
rant for any meeting. 
 

The second amendment proposed related to the vote to 
call a new minister to the Parish. The existing By-Law, 
Article XI, Item 1, required a four-fifths majority of the 
members present at a Meeting for the purpose of calling 
a Settled Minister to approve the new Minister. Bill Mor-
rison moved to replace the words “four-fifths majority” 
with the words “at least 90 percent” before the words 
“of the members present.” He indicated that the UUA 
representative to the Search Committee had recom-
mended this change. The Parish Committee supported 
this amendment based on our research investigating oth-
er congregations who have recently called ministers. 
Most congregations required a 90% vote, and some min-
isters required a higher percentage.  
 

Some parishioners questioned the need to increase the 
percentage from 80% to 90% given that differences of 
opinion are to be expected. John Nichols replied that 
most ministers can only be successful if they have the 
backing of more than 85% of the 

Report from the Parish Committee 

                Ushers for December 
 

Here are our ushers and greeters for December. 
 

December  1:     Bill Kenney & Suzanne Reitz, Sally Ishizaka, Sally Linden 

December  8:     Mary Ann McDougall, Jenny & Joel Silberman, Janet Schmidt 

December 15:    Beth Butler & Jim Grumbach, Kathie & Dick Cromwell 

December 22:    Jean Milburn, Jack Peters, Keith & Pat Sims 

December 29:    Keith & Pat Sims, Jack & Joanna Dresser  
  

Thank you for being there for us! If you can’t be there after all, please arrange for a 
substitute or swap dates with another usher. 

  Joy! 

continued on page 6 
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congregation. One parishioner wondered if requiring 
such a high percentage would make it more likely that we 
could have a failed search. Penny Wilson reported that 
the Parish Committee's research indicated that in  con-
gregations that recently called new ministers, the minis-
ter would not accept the call with a percentage as low as 
80%, and in one case a minister insisted on a 100% vote 
to accept the calling.  
  

Other parishioners wondered if it would be worthwhile 
to increase the quorum for a meeting called to vote on 
the recommendation of a Ministerial Search Committee; 
our current quorum requirement is 25 members. Be-
cause a vote to change the size of the quorum required 
to call a settled minister was not in the notice of this Spe-
cial Meeting we could not vote on it. People were re-
minded that a vote to call a new Settled Minister would 
take place on the second Sunday that the invited Minis-
ter would preach, immediately after the service, so the 
attendance at that meeting would be expected to be 

high, but anyone who believes we need to 
amend the By-Laws to require a larger quorum 

to call a minister is invited to contact  
Penny Wilson to discuss the possibility of 
an additional amendment to the By-Laws. 
 

This motion passed, with some dissenting votes, and Arti-
cle XI, Item 1, now reads: 

Minister(s) shall called upon recommendation of a Minis-
terial Search Committee by not less than ninety percent of 
the members present at any Meeting legally called for 
that purpose. 
 

On another note, at this time of Thanksgiving the Parish 
Committee would like to thank our small dedicated staff 
for the hard work they do to keep First Parish in Wayland 
thriving. However, there is only so much a very small 
number of people can do alone. First Parish relies heavily 
on the volunteer efforts of our members to flourish. 
Among other responsibilities, the Parish Committee 
works to support and coordinate the various church ac-
tivities and committees. We want to thank all of you who 
give your time and energy as volunteers. We would also 
like to remind you to think about other committees you 
might want to involve in the planning, coordination of, or 
publicity for your proposed activities. Please keep your 
Parish Committee liaison informed of the membership of 
your committees, your charter, and the activities you are 
planning so we can help you with this. 
 

Wishing you and your family a happy holiday season! 
 

Joan Shear 

For the Parish Committee 

 

More Report from the Parish Committee 

continued from page 5 

Some of Our Children and Youth at the Halloween Party 2013 
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What’s Up at First Parish 

A Baby Shower for Lisa Maria! 
 

Please join us in celebrating the imminent arrival of 
Baby Steinberg! The party will be held on Sunday, Janu-
ary 5, in the Sunroom, immediately following the ser-
vice. Anyone who would like to engage in the planning, 
preparation, or helping with the party is welcome to 
participate. Please contact Maureen Tillett, who is coor-
dinating the activities. 
 

Mark your calendar 
for January 5 and join 
the community in  
extending our warm 
wishes to the Stein-
berg family! 

If You Need a Folding Chair, Look in 

the Sunroom Closet 
 

In our strategic plan, Creating Our Future, one problem 
area identified was the Vestry storage, specifically the 
chair storage. The closet has not had the right geome-
try for our cart, making chair loading difficult and po-
tentially hazardous. It was impossible to wheel the cart 
out of that storage area as is intended with these units. 
 

As an affordable little part of the capital campaign 
building project, a new storage location was created  
for the chair cart. It is in the closet next to the Archives 
area off the old Nursery (the room with the French 
doors now called “The Sunroom”). The chair cart can 
now be rolled from the closet into the Vestry, or via 
The Commons down to the Stokey Library for events 
there. Half the rack (about 36 chairs) can also be easily 
accessed without moving the cart. 
 

The intention is that events will 
be easier (and safer) to set up 
and break down, making life a 
little nicer for everyone. 
 

Bill Morrison for the Capital 
Campaign 

Lost or in Your Kitchen? 
 

Dishtowels and tablecloths from the church kitchen may 
be in your laundry room! We appreciate and encourage 
your taking linens home to wash after church functions, 

but please bring them back to 
the church ASAP! We need 
them for holiday events. 
Many thanks. 
 

The Interiors Committee 

Welcome Kate Holland,  

Our New Membership Coordinator 
 

Last spring the Parish Committee voted the position of 
Membership Coordinator for First Parish. This person 
will stay in touch with newcomers, answer their ques-
tions, and help them find areas of church life where they 
can be most comfortable. The Membership Coordinator 
will also seek ways to spread the word about what this 
congregation has to offer. Those of us on the search 
committee and the Parish Committee are delighted that 
Kate Holland has accepted this position with us and will 
be on the job beginning December 9. 
 

Kate was the religious educator for the Sherborn church 
beginning when the church school contained about 49 
children and leaving after it reached 125. She had ample 
opportunity to watch what a membership coordinator 
does in the fastest-growing church in our region. Kate’s 
references confirm everything we sensed in her inter-
view, and we look forward to presenting her to you at 
the earliest possible opportunity. 
  

John Nichols for the search committee 

Fa La La La La! 

Fa La La La La! 

Fa La La La La! 

mailto:mctillett@verizon.net


DECEMBER 2013                                                    THE  WAYLAND UNITARIAN                                               PAGE  8 

In November, Keith Kron, head of the UUA Transitions 
Office, joined us for a stimulating sermon and a produc-
tive workshop Called “Beyond Categorical Thinking.” 
About 40 people attended the workshop, where we  
explored our concerns about calling a minister of color 
and/or someone who is Latina/Hispanic, or a minister 
with a disability, or a minister who is gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual, or transgender. Using actual case studies, we dis-
cussed how thinking categorically about people can in-
terfere with choosing the best candidate. 
 

Consider UUA Case Study #1 (adapted from a true sto-
ry): Let’s say we’ve selected a single bisexual minister as 
our candidate. During Candidating Week, a member of 
the Parish Committee is told secondhand that some pa-
rishioners are afraid the new minister will sleep around 
with members of the congregation and worry that such 
behavior will set a bad role model for our children. 
Whose problem is this and how should it be handled?  
 

Or consider UUA Case Study #2 (also a true story): A 
newly called African-American minister is excited to join 
her new congregation. One third of parishioners hope 
she will finally address racial issues. Another third are 
congratulating themselves on choosing her and feel no 
further discussion of racism is necessary. The final third 
are worried that all she will do is preach about race. 
How does the new minister deal with these expectations 
and whose problem is it? 
 

Here are some things we learned about the Ministerial 
Search pool this year: 
 

 There are 53 full-time ministry positions available 
this year (there were 39 last year)  

 121 ministers were searching last year: 60 men, 60 
women, 1 transgendered, 6 with disability, 12 peo-
ple of color, 20 BLGTQ  

 The UUA is expecting about 150 ministers to be in 
search this year 

 Most congregations range in size from 80-150 mem-

bers, the majority being under 200; our size (over 
200 members) appeals to all types of candidates  

 Ages of candidates last year ranged from 24-70,  
with most either 30-34 or 50-54 
 

The Ministerial Search Committee has completed our 
Congregational Record, which will introduce First Parish 
to potential ministerial candidates. This is an online 
form, available to ministers and UUA staff, that de-
scribes who we are and what we are looking for in our 
next minister. Click here to read our Congregational  
Record. 
 

During December, UUA ministers in search look over all 
the Congregational Records published online by the UUA 
and decide which churches they are interested in. They 
indicate their interest directly to the UUA Transitions 
Office. If you know of any ministers that you think 
would be good candidates for First Parish, now would 
be the time to get in touch with them and invite them 
to apply. In January, the Ministerial Search Committee 
will begin the process of reviewing Ministerial Records 
of those interested in the vacancy at First Parish. When 
we determine there is mutual interest, we exchange 
“packets.” We are now working on our packet which, 
unlike the standard online Congregational Record form, 
we can design and craft. It will contain supplemental 
information to the Congregational Record, including a 
slide show – stay tuned! 
 

As always, we encourage you to share your questions or 
thoughts with any one of us, in person, by telephone, or 
by email (uuwaylandsearch@googlegroups.com): Lea 
Anderson and Ann Gordon (co-chairs), Sandy Hoyt,  
Susan Keyes, Bill Morrison, David O’Leary, Nathalie 
Thompson and Stephen Winthrop. 

News from the Ministerial Search Committee 

http://www.uuwayland.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Final-Congregational-Record-FINAL.pdf
http://www.uuwayland.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Final-Congregational-Record-FINAL.pdf
mailto:uuwaylandsearch@googlegroups.com
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Handel’s Messiah Community Sing-Along 
Thursday, December 12, Wayland High School Auditorium 

The Walden Forum is a free public series that brings people to-

gether to talk, listen, and learn from one another in a civil envi-

ronment. It fosters discussion about important ethical, religious, 

political, scientific, social, and other topics in a live forum setting. 

The Walden Forum is a non-religious community program sup-

ported by First Parish in Wayland and others. 

Join the Walden Forum, the WHS Sinfonia Or-

chestra directed by Susan Memoli, along with 

professional and audience choruses directed by 

Sharon Brown, Berklee College of Music, for a holiday 

community sing-along. This Walden Forum Messiah will 

be held at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 12, in the 

Wayland High School Auditorium. 
 

Everyone is welcome in the choir, and everyone is wel-

come in the performance. As an audience member you 

are not required to sing, but you are certainly invited to 

do so. If you have ever wanted to sing Messiah with a full 

orchestra accompaniment, this is your chance! We hope 

to have 600 revelers singing Hal-le-lu-jah and set a record 

for the area! 
 

The concert includes selections from George Frideric 

Handel’s choral masterpiece, an oratorio that he com-

posed over the span of 24 days in August 1741. The first 

performance was given in Dublin and has become a 

revered holiday tradition around the world. Songs in-

clude: Glory of the Lord, Thou that Tellest Good Tidings, 

For Unto Us a Child is Born, Glory to God in the Highest, 

His Yoke is Easy, Behold the Lamb of God, Lift up your 

Heads, and of course, the Hallelujah Chorus.  
 

The concert is free to all comers, and no rehearsal is 

scheduled. It’s kind of a “happening thing”—great fun 

and one of the best ways we know to celebrate this mag-

nificent work and the holiday season. The performance is 

designed as a community "sing-along," with professional 

soloists, a full orchestra, and semi-professional and ama-

teur choruses to provide the core support for the singing. 

(Audience members may bring their own scores.)  
 

Come join in -- sing a song or two or just listen. Come 

with friends, families and neighbors, old and young from 

all over our community and 

help us celebrate this great 

work. After the perfor-

mance everyone is invited 

to  join us for coffee, tea, hot 

chocolate and sweet treats 

compliments of Whole Foods. 
 

Here are some of the partici-

pating musicians: The WHS 

Chorus, Good Shepherd Choir, 

Peace Lutheran Church, The 

Golden Tones, Sanctuary Choir 

of TCC Wayland., Burlington 

High Choir, and more to come.   
 

Featured conductors: Susan 

Memoli, Music Director of 

Fine Arts for the Wayland Pub-

lic Schools will direct the or-

chestra. Sharon Brown from 

Berklee School of Music will 

direct and lead the chorus.  
 

Featured Musicians: WHS 

Honors Sinfonia Orchestra and 

Keyboardist Jody Pongratz. 
 

Featured soloists: Soprano 

Maddie Sifantus is one of our 

area ministers, founder of the 

Golden Tones, and a formidable singer. Alto Holly Zagaria 

is an educator and performer who just had her Carnegie 

Hall debut. Tenor John Middleton-Cox, an educator and 

performer, has been a leading man in operas and musical 

theatre. Bass Stephen Murray is the Wayland Middle 

School Chorus Director, General Music Teacher and Cur-

riculum Leader. 

http://www.waldenforum.org
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Although Children's Choir is offered each and every Sun-
day from 11:20 a.m. to noon to all children age 5 and 
up, there has been an unusually small turnout this year. 
It would be wonderful if more of the church's children 
could take advantage of this opportunity to discover 
their hidden talents. 
 

Thanks to the confidence-building experience they've 
received through singing with our group, several of the 

"graduates" from First Parish's Children's 
Choir have gone on to be vocal standouts 
in high school and college. 
 

During the month of December, First Par-
ish Children's Choir will be known as The 
Tableau/Christmas Pageant Choir. Any 
children who would like to sing the spe-

cial musical portion of the Tableau and 
Christmas pageant should report to 
the Choir Loft after church to receive 
music and surplices for this magi-
cal experience. 
 

Reminder: This year's Music Sun-
day, December 15 at 10 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary, will be a performance of Benjamin Britten's 
"A Ceremony of Carols" by our choir, soloists and harp. 
 

It is never too late for new singers to join! We are hav-
ing a splendid time with the "stained glass" effects of 
Benjamin Britten's harmonies ... Come and share! 
 

Polly Oliver 

Music Notes  

I’ve always loved going to church on Christmas Eve.   
 

When I was growing up, my family would go out visiting 
on Christmas Eve. Our first stop was a boisterous party 
hosted by family friends where we ate cocktail hot 
dogs, meatballs, and crackers and cheese. Next, we 
would stop by my violin teacher’s house where my par-
ents had a drink and my sister and I sat, quietly impa-
tient, while the grown-ups laughed and told stories.  
My dad, a violist, always had a gig, so he would slip out 
to work while my mother, sister, and I went to church. 
Midnight mass was always at 11; we got to hold white 
candles with round paper drip guards and sing Silent 
Night. It felt magical to me. 
 

At First Parish, my girls have always participated in the 
Tableau. We host dinner on Christmas Eve, so our ex-
tended family and friends come with us to church. It is 
our quiet moment together each year as we have 
watched our children work their way up the ranks from 

Lamb to Angel to Wise 
Women to Mary. When 
there were two services, 
my family went home 
after the first and I stayed 
for the second. I loved 

arriving home later to a full house with a fire in the fire-
place and lasagna in the oven.   
 

I hope your family will join us on Christmas Eve this 
year for a quiet pause in the holiday excitement. 
 

Tableau Information 
 
This year, the Tableau and Children’s Tableau Choir 
are open to children and youth of all ages.  
 

*** Yes! Preschoolers, high school youth, and everyone 
in between are welcome and encouraged to participate 
in the Christmas Eve Tableau. *** 
 

Sunday, Dec. 22: Please stay after the service for cos-
tume fitting and run-through. Attendance is encour-
aged but not required to participate in the Tableau.   
 

Christmas Eve: Tableau participants, please arrive 30 
minutes before the service. 
 

Sign up by email: abmeneely@gmail.com;  
 

Questions? 617-645-8545 or email above. 
 

Cheers! 

Amy Meneely 

Kids can al-

so sing in 

the Choir at 

Tableau!  

The Christmas Eve Tableau 

mailto:abmeneely@gmail.com
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We are enjoying the use of new meeting spaces, direct 
access between the Meetinghouse and Parish House, 
lighting on the carriage sheds, a new Nursery room, and 
a dedicated Youth Room. 
 

What’s new since last month? 

 The glass panels are installed in the railing on the 
Commons balcony. 

 Stone tile flooring is installed on the first floor of the 
Commons. 

 The new chair closet next to the Archives closet in 
the Sunroom is finished; chairs are now more easily 
accessible. 

 Painting is complete. 

 Entryway floor mats are installed. 

 Furniture is making its way into new spaces thanks 
to the Interiors Committee. 

 

What’s left to do? As of this writing, there are a few 
items remaining. 

 New carpet will be installed on the balcony in the 
Commons in December. 

 Entry stair stone will be replaced. 

 Punch list items will be completed during December 
and after final inspections we will get our perma-
nent occupancy permit. 

 The old organ has been removed to make way for 
the new installation beginning in January. 

 Audio/video equipment will be added. 

 Planting will happen next spring. 
 

Thank you all for your patience! 
 

The Construction Committee 

 Construction Notes  

And thanks to  

the Construction  

Committee for the 

WARM walk from the 

Parish House to the 

Meetinghouse! 

Organs – Past and Present 
 

Prior to the use of the organ at First Parish, a bass viol 
was used to sound the first note for congregational 
singing perhaps followed by the tune of a familiar 
hymn played line by line. The first organ in the loft 
was introduced in 1831. It is described as being 
a "small second-hand organ with false wooden pipes 
in front and having three stops. It was bought by sub-
scription." The second organ was purchased in 1866 
at a cost of $1,000. A picture exists with the tall pipes 
obscuring the Palladian window. Later, a small Estey 
pipe organ, somewhat undependable, was used, until 
the present organ was purchased and installed in 
1962. The newer organ still obscured the window and 
the view to the outside. The efforts of such men as 
David Trageser and Larry Clampitt resulted in the  
selection and installation of the Reiger organ that we 
heard played by Polly Oliver each Sunday for many 
years.  
 

According to Mary Trageser, there was some difficul-
ty in getting that new organ keyboard up the turn of 
the staircase from the Vestry level to the sanctuary. 
Part of the railing had to be removed to solve that 
problem. Later, a group of men of the parish stood on 
boards laid across the tops of the pews to hoist parts 
of the organ into the choir loft where they were reas-
sembled. The organ stayed in place until 1992 when it 
was removed to the Andover Organ Co. while the 
choir loft was enlarged. It was returned in pieces up 
the steep stairs of the choir loft. 
  
November 17 was the last Sunday that this 51-year-
old Reiger organ was to be heard in our sanctuary. It 
is now on its way to a new home in Colorado. It will 
be replaced by a new Andover pipe organ that will 
again reveal the Palladian window from the inside. 
 

Dick Hoyt 

Packing up 

the organ 

for ship-

ment to 

Colorado. 
More photos 

here. 

http://www.uuwayland.org/?p=2676
http://www.uuwayland.org/?p=2676
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As a general rule, 1980s “hair bands” are not a genre of 
music I find spinning around in my brain; my usual ear-
worms fall into the jazz, funk or reggae genres. And 
yet, this week a particular song has squirmed its way 
into my head: the classic 1986 hit by Europe titled 
“Final Countdown.” As I write this, according to a little 
app on my phone, I have 70 days of countdown until I 
finally get to meet this kid I’ve been growing – give or 
take a few days. And this morning, the Today show told 
me that there are 32 days until Christmas and 76 days 
until the Winter Olympics start. And I’ve done 
the math: there are 125 days until Candidating 
Week commences for First Parish. 

According to Wikipedia, the song was written 
by Joey Tempest not to be a single or a hit, but as a sort 
of warm-up song to get the crowd pumped up before 
live shows . So I am not terribly surprised to be hum-
ming and muttering along to this synthesized, over-
produced, electronic classic because we will also soon 
be entering the Advent season, a season of count-
downs marked by lighting an Advent candle each week 
or opening a numbered calendar door each day to re-
veal a tiny toy or candy. Because just as “Final Count-
down” pumps up a crowd for the main event, and the 
keyboard riff drips with a feeling of anticipation, so too 

is Advent meant to energize us with hope and antic-
ipation for the joys that arrive with Christmas. 

I have always cherished the Advent season: the carols, 
the lights, the food, each component enhancing and 

enriching the warm-up to the big day 
(with more carols, more lights, and especially more 
food!). Lighting the candles in the Advent wreath each 
Sunday creates a moment of pause to reflect on the 
drawing close of days; each window on the Advent cal-
endar provides a nightly opportunity to consider what 
is held dear during this time of anticipation. 

Many of you in the past months have shared with me 
stories of the miracle and beauty of the day your child 
entered your life, whether it was 60 years ago, or just 
last year. And in every story, just as in the Christmas 
story, the time leading up to the main event is a re-
quired and beautiful component. So too is this anticipa-
tory time during First Parish’s search for a new minis-
ter. Tempest’s lyric asks, “Will things ever be the same 
again?” It is a question Advent also asks us to consider. 
So, before the Christmas carols replace this classic 80s 
hit in my brain, I hope you will join me in 
getting warmed up to spend not just the Ad-
vent season, but all the coming months re-
membering and looking forward, considering those 
times in your life just before everything changed, re-
membering the last time you felt yourself in a Final 
Countdown. 

Blessings,     

Lisa Maria 

            Musings from Lisa Maria 

Our 

beautiful 

old 

church 

and our 

beautiful 

new 

Commons 

Thanks to Chauncey and Brad for the photos. 
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Creation stories, like the Christmas story, have always 
captured our imagination. These have been shared in 
religious communities through the ages, part of humani-
ty’s ongoing quest to understand our place and role in 
the world.  Religion and churches have developed, it 
seems, to tell these stories and to answer the questions 
that arise when they are told.   More recently, it is in  
scientific communities that creation stories have been 
shared and pondered. Amazingly, I no longer have to 
choose a creation story that is religious or scientific in 
order to understand the nature of my existence, as both 
describe a cosmic birth from which I am inseparable.   
 

As the theologian Matthew Fox notes, it is scientists who 
are most likely to become mystics in today’s society.  In 
the last century it is scientists who have captured our 
imagination with fiery cosmic birth and cosmic con-
sciousness--a universal consciousness in which we par-
ticipate and through which we are influenced. We began 
as one fireball and continue to exist in oneness. We have 
learned from quantum physics, for example, that the 
observer influences the observed simply through the act 
of observing.  We cannot look at the world as outsiders 
because we are the world looking at itself.   
 

From the fields of Deep Ecology and Modern Cosmology 
we have learned what those in the religious world, like 
mystics and shamans, have long understood: We are 
nature and we are the universe. Most of us are 
awestruck at the idea of one’s self being so incredibly 
expansive and inclusive. It is difficult to wrap ourselves 

around, this self that wraps around everything. The 
mathematical cosmologist Brian Swimme revels in the 
Universe Story.  He captures some of its grandeur when 
he explains: Our eyesight has evolved so that the uni-
verse might behold itself. From a cosmic beginning 
emerges a cosmic self. 
 

Which brings me to Christmas, an important creation 
story for many of us. For me, it is a narrative of the birth 
and development of cosmic consciousness—exemplified 
by Jesus. It is a two thousand year old understanding of 
how self-awareness expanded enough to include the 
world, must also change the world and myself along with 
it. With this story, as with the Universe Story, I find my-
self gazing upon the Cosmos that I am.   
 

Some of us are awestruck by the modern Universe Story 
and some by the ancient Christmas Story. I like to think 
both provide a glimpse of the cosmic self and its implica-
tions for world transformation. In Proverbs we read, 
“Awe is the beginning of wisdom.” Which creation story 
gets you to awe?   
 

Yours in the mystery, 

Lisa Mobayed 

Thoughts from Our Ministerial Intern, Lisa Mobayed 

New Lauren Dunne Astley Project Grants 
 

The Lauren Dunne Astley Memorial Fund has launched an exciting new program to fund projects in three areas: Effec-
tive Teen Relationships & Violence Prevention, the Arts, and Community Service.  
 

In Lauren’s spirit and memory, small grants are now available for individuals and groups with dynamic project ideas in 
any of the above areas. Interested parties are invited to complete an online application by January 31, 2014. Please 

visit the Memorial Fund's website. 
 

“Keep On Sparkling!” 

As the winter weather settles in, please try to leave the parking spaces near the 

church free for those who have difficulty gaining access to the church. 

http://www.laurendunneastleymemorialfund.org/
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December 1, 11:30 a.m., Stokey Library: Join Lisa Ma-
ria in a discussion of the History of Christmas. How did 
this holiday develop? What rituals come from European 
pagan traditions and what was created by Christianity? 
What is fact and what is folklore? Does it matter where 
a tradition originates? If a Christmas tradition was in-
vented in the secular realm, can it have value for us 
spiritually? Why are purple and pink and blue Christmas 
colors at church, when stores tell us they should be red 
and green? What is their liturgical significance and why 
does it matter? This discus-
sion will include an over-
view of the Advent season, 
the 12 days of Christmas, 
and Epiphany. 
 

December 8, 11:30 a.m., 
Stokey Library: Lisa Mobayed will lead a discussion on 
Contemplation as a prayerful opening of the heart and 
a glimpse of the true self. Trappist monk Thomas Mer-
ton writes: “An exploration of the true self will bring us 
to prayer and a prayerful attentiveness will bring us to 
an understanding of the true self. It is in prayer that we 
discover our own deepest reality from which we have 
strayed like runaway children becoming strangers to 

ourselves.” David Steindl-Rast says of this monastic 
practice that it “is not dead silence, but alive with the 
presence of mystery like the silence of a deep forest.” 
Contemplative prayer is part of the Christian mystical 
tradition, first described in the fourteenth century text 
entitled,The Cloud of Unknowing. As this title suggests, 
it shares much with Buddhist meditation and has been a 
means of interfaith understanding and shared practice. 
 

January 5, 8:30-9:45 a.m., Stokey Library: UU Q&A 
with Lisa Maria. All you wanted to know about Unitari-
an Universalism, but were afraid to ask! Join Lisa Maria 
Steinberg for a UU Q&A. Bring a willingness to have fun 
and your questions about Unitarianism, Universalism, 
and Unitarian Universalism (sending along tricky ques-
tions in advance would be a kindness!). Great for new-
comers, or long-time-comers with new questions. 
 

January 12, 11:30 a.m., Stokey Library: Rev. John  
Nichols will lead a discussion on Heaven. Anyone who 
would like to read along with John is welcome to pick 
up “Proof of Heaven” by Eben Alexander. However, we 
are not going to debate the existence of heaven but 
wonder aloud what our lives on earth would be like if 
there were a heaven such as Alexander believes. 

Adult Education in December and January 

Lifespan RE World Café  
Saturday, January 11, 10:30-noon 

 

You may remember the positive experience of participating in the World Café organized by the Transition Team last 
winter as part of the ministerial search process. This January, the Lifespan Religious Education Committee and Lisa 
Maria invite all members of the community to a Lifespan RE World Café. Using the same format that worked for so 
many last winter, we will gain insight and input from all of you on the future of programming for adults, children and 
youth. This is not just for young families, this is for ALL of us, as the questions asked will help inform programming 
for kids and youth, HS Youth Group, and adult programming, too. We hope to see you there and hear your voice! 
 
The Lifespan RE Committee and Lisa Maria 
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Music in May 
 

Mark your calendars for the 3rd Annual Music 

in May event, Saturday evening May 17, 2014. 

Music in May was started in 2012 by our then-

intern Kevin Tarsa and is an evening of collabo-

rative musical performances by members of the 

First Parish community. If you are interested in 

participating in any way, please contact Will 

Ryan at 508-358-1059. 

Last-Minute Tax Deductions!  
 

Remember, all stewardship gifts to First Parish 

are tax deductible, and the tax year runs out on 

December 31. Please, if you have some "extra" 

gift to give us, now would be the time to do it!  

 

Send your check to the church, and mark the 

memo line: "For Stewardship 2013-2014."  

We'd be most appreciative.  

My friends and fellows, 
  

As winter gets closer and things get darker and colder 
all around us, I am pleased to say that things are not 
slowing down with the First Parish youth programming 
– quite the contrary! As the year goes on I am growing 
increasingly excited about all of the work that I have 
the opportunity to do with this exceptional group of 
young people. While some of the activities we are plan-
ning are solely for the purpose of getting to know one 
another and having fun (if all goes according to plan we 
will be re-creating an episode of Dr. Who this month), 
we are also working towards getting the youth of First 
Parish connected with the greater Unitarian Universal-
ist world. 
 

To that end, I am pleased to tell you all that I have been 
working with Lisa Maria to get the youth ready for and 
interested in attending the Unitarian Universalist Gen-
eral Assembly, which will be held in Providence, Rhode 
Island this June. The Unitarian Universalist General As-
sembly is an annual event where Unitarian Universalists 
from all over the world come together for one week to 
learn from and find community with one another as 
well as to vote on the policies of the Unitarian Univer-
salist Association of Congregations. General Assembly is 
full of workshops, worship services, and exciting net-

working opportunities.  
 

As the child of a UU minister, I have gone to General 
Assembly nearly every year since I was a small child and 
have found a spiritual home there that is unlike any 
other. I am very excited to share this amazing space 
with the First Parish community. When I was a young 
person at General Assembly I met Unitarian Universalist 
youth from all over the country and built lasting, mean-
ingful friendships that exist to this day. As an adult, I 
look forward to seeing the other Unitarian Universalists 
from around the globe with whom I have made friends 
over the years. The youth programming at General As-
sembly is excellent – the youth have their own work-
shops, voting process, and supervised hangout room in 
which to get to know one another and gain a richer un-
derstanding of their faith community. Given that Gen-
eral Assembly is going to be only a reasonably short 
drive from Wayland this year, we have a unique oppor-
tunity to expose the young people of First Parish to an 
amazing global community of Unitarian Universalists. 
You will be hearing from us very soon about ways that 
you can get involved in either attending General Assem-
bly or helping the youth of this community get ready. 
  

Blessings,      Sam Teitel 

A Word from Our Youth Coordinator, Sam Teitel 

mailto:wryan_59@yahoo.com
mailto:wryan_59@yahoo.com
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Read 

Read 

Read 

What’s Up at First Parish 

Check Out the Website 
 

Brad Keyes has redesigned our website a bit and Ann Gordon is busy filling it with all kinds of information about First 

Parish. Check it out. It is definitely a work in progress, and the Communications Committee welcomes thoughts, com-

ments, and suggestions. Send Ann or Brad an email or catch them at church. Thanks, you guys! 

Lisa Maria’s Maternity Leave 
 
Lisa Maria's baby is due around January 31.. She expects 
to work up until her delivery and then take a leave of 
absence from her work at First Parish. A combination of 
staff and volunteers have kindly agreed to attend to Lisa 
Maria’s duties during her leave. Lisa Maria will return to 
work full time after 12 weeks of leave, or in time for the 
beginning of Candidating Week, when we meet the min-
isterial candidate, whichever comes first. 
 

The Lifespan Religious Education Committee, chaired by 
Kathy Genovese, will continue to support the volunteer 
teaching teams and other volunteers who contribute 
their time and energy to the our RE program. We are 
grateful to the volunteers who will lead the Chapel Sun-
days in February, March, and April. We send a BIG thank 
you to all who have graciously responded to requests 
from the committee to help out during this time. The 
Lifespan RE Committee will also handle requests, plan-
ning, and support for Adult Ed. 
 

Lisa Maria’s worship responsibilities will be handled by  
a combination of staff (Rev. John Nichols and Lisa 
Mobayed) and volunteers. Sam Teitel, our Youth Coordi-

nator, will continue to be supported by the Lifespan RE 
Committee members, particularly Ann Drouilhet and 
Jenny Silberman. Sam’s formal supervision will be done 
by Rev. John Nichols. If extra advice on youth matters is 
needed, a local colleague of Lisa Maria’s has agreed to 
be available to Rev. Nichols and Sam for consultation. 
Rev. Nichols will also supervise our Nursery staffperson, 
Michelle Burkle. 
 

If you would like to help out during Lisa Maria’s leave 
and have not yet been asked, or if you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please contact Lisa Maria ASAP. Dur-
ing Lisa Maria’s leave, questions or requests for assis-
tance can be directed to Rev. Nichols (general and wor-
ship-related matters) or the Lifespan RE 
Committee (volunteer support, K-12, 
classroom concerns, and Adult Ed) or 
Sam Teitel (Youth matters). 
 
***Members of the Lifespan RE Com-
mittee are: Kathy Genovese (chair), 
Jean Milburn, Jim Peyton, Ann Drouil-
het, Jenny Silberman, and Bob 
Dugan.*** 

Men's Book Club 
  

The First Parish Men's Book Club will meet on Thursday, 
December 12, at 8 p.m. in the Stokey Library to discuss 
Shakespeare's Restless World by Neil MacGregor. In this 
brilliant work of historical reconstruction MacGregor and 
his team at the British Museum, in collaboration with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company and the BBC, bring us twen-
ty objects that capture the essence of Shakespeare's uni-
verse and the Tudor era of Elizabeth I. Please join us 
whether you've read the book or not! 

http://www.uuwayland.org/
mailto:annbgordon@comcast.net;%20brad@bradkeyes.com
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Each year, December sparks the generosity of First Par-
ish people in ways that really count. 
 

 Undecorate the Tree encourages families to give so 
that children and their mothers, survivors of do-
mestic violence, will have a special wish fulfilled. 

 Guest at Your Table urges our families to offer 
pocket change and bills to the Unitarian Universal-
ist Service Committee's truly effective programs in 
the U.S. and around the world. 

 People do a little more trading at the Fair Trade 
Committee's Vestry table during the holidays. Fair 
trade coffee growers and all of us benefit from 
those purchases. By the way, congratulations to 
the committee for doing a superstar job!  

 And two December Collection Plates provide a sig-
nificant contribution to the work of organizations 
that the Social Action Council recognizes to be a 
close fit with First Parish Wayland's social justice 
focus on homelessness and housing. 

 

The first special collection plate, on December 8, will 
benefit Family Promise Metrowest, a program that 
supports homeless families in the Metrowest area. 
(You will remember it as IHN or the Interfaith Hospitali-
ty Network.) Five years ago we voted as a congregation 
to become involved as a host congregation and went 
on to host families in our Parish House three or four 
weeks a year from 2010 to 2012. Interim years of min-
ister change, major building renovations, and a champi-
on coordinator’s departure have intervened, but the 
needs of homeless families in our neighboring commu-
nities have not gone away. Family Promise Metrowest 
continues to care for 132 children and their parents in 
desperate need. They need our help. 

If you look at the Family Promise Metrowest website, 
you'll learn the significant accomplishments of this or-
ganization. You will also see that First Parish Wayland is 
still listed as a host congregation. While you're looking 
at the website, notice that two neighboring congrega-
tions, Peace Lutheran and Or Atid, have stepped up to 
partner in hosting, and they welcome help from us at 
First Parish. It's time and season now to contribute fi-
nancially to Family Promise Metrowest. On December 
8, please remember when you come to church to be 
prepared for the collection plate request. Half of any 
cash collected and all of any 
checks written as "Pay to the 
Order of Family Promise 
Metrowest" will be delivered 
to Family Promise. 
 

A final collection for the 2013 
tax year will be at the two 
Christmas Eve services on De-
cember 24. At that time the 
entire cash donation will be 
donated to programs that support homeless families 
and women. Specifically, recipients will be: Family 
Promise Metro-west and Bethany House of the UU Ur-
ban Ministry. You'll find information about Bethany 
House at on their website.  
 

As I hope each of us enjoys a safe, warm, and loving 
holiday season, our generosity to those families in need 
of immediate shelter and affordable housing will be 
deeply felt. Thank you all. 
 

Lois Doerr  
Social Action Council, chair 

This Holiday, Remember Social Action 

Now on Sale Online — UUSC Holiday Cards 
 Holiday cards can be purchased online from the UUSC Store. Below is a sample of cards that might be available.  

http://www.familypromisemetrowest.org
http://bethanyhouse-uuum.org
http://shop.uusc.org/category-s/1516.htm
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More First Parish in Action in the Community 

From the Green Sanctuary Committee 
 
Our Pantry Garden at Wayland Community 
Gardens. It was a typical season in the garden 
this year, with successes and failures. While 
NOT ONE potato or pole bean survived, there 
were LOTS of lettuce, tomatoes (although 
somewhat spotty), peppers, husk cherries, 

kale and greens. Produce was taken, along with vegeta-
bles from the Claypit and Middle School gardens to 
SMOC family shelters and Salvation Army in Framing-
ham, as well as to our own Parmenter Food Pantry. 
When we delivered produce to the meal program at the 
Salvation Army, with apologies for the spots on the to-
matoes, the cook said “nothing will go to waste here.”  
 

Our team of gardeners -- Kathleen Lang, Andrea Case, 
Janet Hadingham and Molly Faulkner -- kept the garden 
weeded and watered all summer. In late November they 
met at the garden one cold afternoon to tidy it up and 
put it to bed. Molly served hot tea from a thermos. They 
pulled up all the dead tomato, pepper, eggplant, and 
husk cherry plants, weeded out the creeping Charlie, and 
had a lively discussion covering many topics.  
 

Our small plot will look more inviting when we return 
next spring. All that compost added over the past few 
years (with help from the youth and others) has been 
building the soil nicely. There are plenty of earth-
worms. If you would like to join in the fun next year, con-
tact Molly Faulkner or Janet Hadingham. 
 

The Gardens at Urban Ministry in Boston. The six raised 
beds are beautiful, thanks to all who helped prepare 

them for planting at our spring work day there. Susan 
Crowley-Bechtel worked with the high school students in 
the summer camp program to plant the garden. Other 
First Parish members who helped out were Jill Grenon, 
Molly Faulkner, Jim Tiberii, David Bechtel, and Lucy 
Pease. 
 

“Chef Oz,” who cooks suppers for the high school stu-
dents, was happy to see that the fresh herbs -- parsley, 
oregano, and sage -- were still going strong in the fall. 
 

APRIL 13, 2014 will be our next work day in Roxbury and 
we hope to see many of you there. In addition to clearing 
the beds and amending the soil, we will do some 
planting that day. We are hoping that these garden beds 
will become part of a broader community outreach pro-
ject. If you would like to be involved, please contact  
Susan Crowley-Bechtel. 
 

THE NEXT GREEN SANCTUARY MEETING: Sunday, De-
cember 8, 11:30 a.m. in the Sunroom. We welcome new 
members. 

A Note of Thanks from Renewal House 
 
Thank you so much for your ongoing support of Renewal House and all of the programs of the UU Urban Ministry. During 
the awareness-raising of October we are reminded of the reality of domestic violence and its impact on families and on 
communities. And amidst the pain and the brokenness of many lives around us -- it is important for us to remember how 
very much we as humans need one another. All of the survivors in the Renewal House shelter find great solace in knowing 
that they are not alone -- but rather they are being supported by a community of UU congregations who care for them 
and for their well-being. Thank you for your generous donation of nearly $800 to our program -- and may we all continue 
to seek to live lives free from violence and abuse. 
 

Rev. Susan Chorley, Senior Program Director, UU Urban Ministry 

mailto:farringtonfamily1@verizon.net
mailto:jhadingham@verizon.net
mailto:susiesgarden@verizon.net
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First Parish in Action in the Community 

Fa La La La La! Fair Trade for All! 
 
Your holiday shopping can have more rewarding, far-
reaching, and lasting effects this year. Simply stop by 
our table in the Vestry after services and choose from a 
variety of organic, fairly-traded products from Equal 
Exchange. By purchasing from us, rather than from a 
nearby grocery store or fancy coffee shop, you will go 
further towards supporting small farmers and sustaina-
ble growing practices worldwide.  
 

Read more about the UU Coffee Project here: who 
we’re helping, who we partner with, and where the 
money goes.  
 

Holiday Sales – three dates this month for your conven-
ience – and to boost sales for the cause! December 1, 
December 15, and December 22 On December 15, 
UUSC is sending in the “film crews” to “see how we do 
it”! A testament to our sales performance. To our loyal 
and new customers, please stop by and be part of the 
action and take some of the credit you deserve! 
 

Our goods make perfect Hostess Gifts, Stocking Stuff-
ers, or Teachers Gifts (we have the materials for kids to 
decorate their own bags if they want!). 

Holiday Gift Bags – free with your purchase 
 

Custom Orders. We can take orders and make up pretty 
gift bags for you – if we get enough advance notice. One 
of our favorite customers ordered an assortment of 
goodies in gift bags for all her co-workers! But no order 
is too small. Please let us know ASAP – stop by, or con-
tact Deb Stubeda (508-358-5581).  
 

Gift Suggestions. Besides our popular organic coffees 
for $7-8 and hot chocolate for $5.50, we have large 
chocolate bars for $3, snack bars for $1.50, new dried 
apricots or mangos for $4.50 (delicious alternative to 
cookies), and new roasted almonds (in bigger bags than 
before)!  
 

Organic, Extra Virgin Olive Oil – cold-pressed Nabali 
olives direct from co-ops of small-scale farmers in Pales-

tine’s West Bank. “It’s wonderful,” customers have 
told us! $13 a bottle. 

Guests at Your Table 
 
We hope that the spirit of Thanksgiving is still with you 
and that you will uphold the Guest at Your Table (GAYT) 
tradition with your donations or membership enroll-
ment in the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 
(UUSC). Guest at Your Table is our way of celebrating 
some of the individuals that UUSC programs support and 
sharing with them by helping UUSC to sustain their hu-
man rights work.  
 

The deadline for making gifts to Guest at your Table is 
Sunday, January 5. The donation envelopes, along with 
“Stories of Hope,” were distributed on Sunday, Novem-
ber 24, but they are also available in the Vestry now. 
Your contribution to GAYT may also qualify you for 
membership in UUSC: adults $40, dual $75, seniors $20, 
and students/youth $10. Donations of $100 or more to 

the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee are eligi-
ble to be matched by the good folks of the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock in Manhas-
set, New York, so think big. Designate your preference 
on the envelope and return it to the colorful GAYT box in 
the Vestry by January 5. Bobby Robinson will keep a tally 
of the Wayland GAYT account and send checks to the 
UUSC on a weekly basis, so any sent before the end of 
the year can be credited for tax purposes this year. 
Please contact her (781-899-0646) if you have questions 
or special requests. 
 

Online option! You can also make a donation online and 
earn membership in UUSC during the Guest at Your Ta-
ble program. If you do it by the deadline and note you’re 
from First Parish of Wayland-GAYT, your donation will 
get counted in with FP’s contribution. Thanks!  

What is the UUSC ?? 
 

The Unitarian Universalist  

Service Committee !  

mailto:bdr501@comcast.net
https://secure2.convio.net/uusc/site/Donation2?df_id=2260&2260.donation=form1

