
  

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

THE WAYLAND UNITARIAN 
FEBRUARY 2013 

 Announcements 2      

 Parish Committee 

 Green Sanctuary 

             
3  

 Rummage Sale Coming!  

 Music Sunday 

 Men’s Book Club 

4  

 Musings from Lisa Maria   5  

 Construction Update 

 Sunday School Notes 
6  

 Thoughts from Daryl 

 Intern Committee Notes 

 Rock Lobsters! 

      
7  

 From the Archives 

 Mystery Friends 
8 

 UUSC News 

 Family Promise 

 Healthy Living 

 9  

 Walden Forum on Arabs 
and Jews in Israel 

 Homelessness Forum 

10  

 Organ Recital 

 5 Wishes 
11 

February 10: Thinking Ahead, Together  
 

One of the questions many ministers will ask your search committee is “What are your 
goals? What kind of congregation would First Parish like to be in five years? In ten?” 
The answers to these questions (including the answer “If it ain’t broke we don’t fix it”) 
will tell ministers whether or not this congregation is a good fit for them. But many 
congregations don’t spend time thinking about how they might want to be different. 
On Sunday, February 10, everyone will have a chance to try it – in a parish-wide exer-
cise organized around three questions. 
 
When you come down to Coffee Hour on February 10, chairs will be arranged in small 
circles. Get your coffee and sit in any circle you like, but do not enlarge the circle. 
There will be one Transition Team member staying with each circle; everyone else will 
change groups after each of the three questions. The groups will discuss the first ques-
tion for half an hour and then report their findings to the head scribe. After that, every-

one but the scribes who are assigned to stay in place will stand up 
and move to another circle. The process is repeated for the next 
half hour, and then the circles change again for the third question. 
As you can see, the process allows almost everyone to hear discus-
sions in three different circles. 
 

Here are the questions:  
 

1. What three things would you like to change about First Parish? The group reaches 
consensus on the top three things named among them and reports that to the 
scribe. 

2. If you picked up a copy of the Boston Globe five years from now and found there 
was an article featuring First Parish on the front page, what would you want it to 
highlight? Choose one from each person. 

3. Ministers fulfill many roles in a parish, including prophet, poet, pastor, facilitator,  

 February Highlights 
 

Feb.   3:      Mystery Friends sign-up begins  

Feb.   7:      Food Health presentation by Whole Foods  

                   (Healthy Living Series)  

Feb.   7:      Walden Forum, Arabs and Jews in Israel 

Feb. 10:     Special “Transitions” meeting, see main  

                   article above  

Feb. 24:     Organ Recital  

Feb. 25:     5 Wishes event led by Maddie Sifantus  
 

 

            Full calendar on the First Parish website. 

Organ Recital  

on our soon-to-be-

retired organ by  

Polly Oliver,  

Feb. 24, 2 pm.  

For details,  

click here. 

continued on page 3 

http://www.uuwayland.org/cgi/calendar.cgi


A Month of Sundays 
 

Here is a list of upcoming services, who will be  

leading them, and the sermons. Services start at 10 a.m. 

February 3 -- John Nichols, “It’s about Love, Damn It!” 

“Several years ago my then music director kept impressing 

upon me that she had bought a lot of music about love 

for February and it would be “really nice” if I would  

preach such a sermon. Hence the title.”  

February 10 -- John Nichols, “Finding Your Next Minister: 

Some Things You Need to Know.” Some tips on expectations 

as we enter the search process. Following the service there 

will be a special Coffee Hour meeting in which we will ask 

your expectations. See page 1 for more information.  

February 17 -- A multigenerational service celebrating 

the UUA’s “Standing on the Side of Love” campaign 

February 24 -- Daryl Bridges 

March Unitarian deadline 02/22 

The Wayland Unitarian is the monthly news- 

letter of The First Parish in Wayland, a Unitarian  
Universalist congregation. Weekly calendar  
announcements are available in the Order of  
Service at the Sunday worship services.  
 

Worship Services and Sunday School  

Sundays at 10 am 
 

Location and Address 

First Parish is located at 50 Cochituate Road in 
Wayland, Massachusetts, at the corner of Routes 
20, 126 and 27. Our mailing address is: P.O. Box 
397, Wayland, MA 01778. 
 

Web Address: www.uuwayland.org   
 

Church Office Hours  

Monday through Friday, 9 am to 1 pm 
 

Office Phone Numbers  

Phone: 508-358-6133 and 508-358-2502 
Fax:     508-358-9179   
 

Our Ministers 

Rev. John Nichols, Interim Minister  
508-358-6133 x25, jnichols@uuwayland.org    

Daryl Bridges, Ministerial Intern  
508-358-6133 x26, dbridges@uuwayland.org  
 

Rev. Deborah Pope-Lance, Affiliate Minister 
revdpl@gmail.com  

Rev. Maddie Sifantus, Affiliate Minister 
msifantus@uuma.org  

Rev. Ken Sawyer, Minister Emeritus 
 

Our Staff 

Lisa Maria Steinberg, Director of Lifespan Reli-
gious Education and Spiritual Development 
508-358-6133 x23, lmsteinberg@uuwayland.org 
Blog and website: www.uuwaylandRE.org 

Polly Oliver, Music Director  
978-369-0886, pauline01742@gmail.com  

Libby Schap, Community Life Facilitator  
508-358-6133 x20, lschap@uuwayland.org   

Youth Coordinator  
508-358-6133  

Diane Young, Parish Administrator  
508-358-6133, office@uuwayland.org  

Oscar Vasquez, Sexton  
508-358-6133, oscarvsqz@aol.com  

Michelle Burkle, Nursery care, 508-358-6133  

Sandy Hoyt & Ann Moses, Wedding & Memorial 
Service Coordinators, 508-358-6133  

 “Is There a Sermon This Sunday?” 
 

The answer is YES – every Sunday -- although sometimes, for 
liturgical reasons, we may not call it a sermon, we may call it 
a reflection or a homily. We may also have two or three 
shorter homilies, instead of a single long one. Even on multi-
generational Sundays, there is a sermon, or a liturgical equiv-
alent. Questions? Contact John, Daryl or Lisa Maria. 

Departure of Our Youth Coordinator 
 

On January 17, 2013, we parted ways with Rhye Gray, our 
youth coordinator, who was no longer able to meet the 
needs of the job. We  wish Rhye and his family well.  The YAC 
and Lisa Maria are working together to address youth pro-
gramming in the balance of the year, as well as a plan for 
searching for a new youth coordinator. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Lisa Maria or a member of the YAC. 
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CEO, community organizer, coach, denominational 
spokesperson, scholar, and preacher. These roles, and 
perhaps others, will be spelled out on a sheet for partici-
pants to consider as important – or not – in the next min-
ister. Each circle will be asked to report the three most 
frequently mentioned roles. 

 

When the exercise is over, in what we hope will be an 
hour and a half, the results will be tabulated and later 
made available to all. It will be the beginning of a conver-
sation that will run through the fall and well into next 
year, giving the search committee much to think about. 

 
John Nichols 

Interim Minister 

Thinking Ahead, Together, cont. from page 1 

It has been an incredibly busy and exciting month at First 
Parish. Thank you to all who have contributed to the 
many activities and programs that have flourished over 
the past month.  

First, and foremost, First Parish has completed its Capital 
Campaign fundraising successfully, and that successful 
completion was celebrated joyously after services on 
Sunday, January 13. The success of the Campaign is a 
tribute to the overwhelmingly positive and generous 
response from First Parish members and friends, provid-
ing the financial and other support we needed to get us 
to this point. Deserving particular praise and congratula-
tions is the Capital Campaign Steering Committee, and 
especially its co-chairs, Bill Morrison and Ross Trimby, 
for their tireless efforts to bring the Campaign to a suc-
cessful conclusion. Thank you all!  

The completion of the Campaign marks the beginning of 
First Parish’s new, improved and bright future. We are 
moving forward quickly with improvements to the Parish 
House and the connector to the church. The Building 
Committee has signed a contract with the architect, and 
the architect is working on bid documents and a con-
struction schedule. The current schedule calls for the 
building permit to be issued by April 15 and for construc-

tion to begin immediately thereafter. The plan is to have 
the construction completed and ready for occupancy by 
September 1. Stay tuned for further developments. 

We are also moving forward in establishing a Search 
Committee for our next settled minister. As part of that 
process the Parish Committee is contacting each First 
Parish member by either telephone or email, or both, 
requesting input and guidance on the Search Committee 
selection process. Your input is invaluable in this pro-
cess, so when you hear from us please respond as 
promptly as possible. 

First Parish has also hired Michelle Burkle as our new 
Nursery caregiver for Sunday mornings. Michelle has 
already received glowing praise. Please feel free to stop 
by and welcome Michelle.  

Finally, a significant number of parishioners have been 
affected by this year’s flu and cold season. Our best 
wishes to all of those who have been affected. We wish 
you a speedy recovery and look forward to seeing you at 
First Parish. 

Brad Carver  
For the Parish Committee 

Report from the Parish Committee 

Thank You, First Parish …  

For your enthusiastic embracing of the use of real 
mugs and cups during Coffee Hour! We hope that 
everyone hosting Coffee Hour in the future will con-
tinue this new tradition; the fewer cardboard cups in 
the landfill, the better for our environment. And if 
you want to be even “greener,” you are welcome to 
bring your own mug from home each Sunday – and 
take it home and wash it after the service. That’s not 
necessary of course – we have a dishwasher and will 
wash mugs and cups each Sunday – but for those of 
you who wish to support our environmental efforts 
in that way, we appreciate it. 

 

The Green  

               Sanctuary Committee   
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Save the Date! 

2013 Rummage $ale 

Coming Saturday, April 6 

 

Set-up Sunday, March 31** 

Rummage Week, April 1 – 5 

Sale Date, April 6 
 

Starring: You and Your Stuff 
 

Please set aside some time to help 

with this beloved community event. 

Going to donate? Questions?  

Ready to sign up? 

Quick, contact one of us right now! 
 

Linda Collins 978-369-3478 

Pat Sims        508-358-1611 

Lynn Trimby 508-358-6644 

Penny Wilson 508-358-6373 
 

** Set-Up Sunday is Easter. Unfortunately that 

is just the way the calendar worked this year. 

We will appreciate any and all who can help even 

for a short time that day. 

Music Sunday 
 

Palm Sunday is early this year, falling on March 24, 
and the choir will be presenting its annual Spring  
Music Sunday in the sanctuary that morning. 
 

This year, we will learn and perform the Faure Requi-
em with orchestra, soloists and choir. Rehearsals have 
begun, and all interested singers are welcome to join 
us in the preparation of this beautiful work. 
 

We rehearse the Faure Requiem from 7:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. Wednesday evenings in the choir loft. From 
8:30 to 9 p.m. we go on to the preparation of the Sun-

day morning anthems. Please join 
us for just the Requiem or stay on 
for the rest of the rehearsal and 
try out a few Sundays as part of 
the choir in church. 

 

Polly Oliver 

Here’s an idea ~ 

  Send a Valentine  

     to someone who  

        isn’t expecting it. 

Men's Book Club 
  

The First Parish Men's Book Club will next meet again 
on Thursday, February 14, at 8 p.m. in the Stokey Li-
brary. We will share our experiences including those 
related to the book we read in January, "Cleopatra: A 
Life," by Stacy Schiff, winner of the Pulitzer Prize. All 
are welcome. Just show up and relax with us. 

No Tape! 
 

The Interiors Committee asks that nothing be taped to 
the walls in the church. Our old paint seems to peel 
off no matter kind of tape is used. There are bulletin 
boards in the Vestry that can be used for posted an-
nouncements, and you can leave fliers on the long 
table in the Vestry as well. The walls thank you! 
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On January 6 about 20 people from the First Parish com-
munity came to a conversation that grew out of interest 
in the sermon I delivered on December 2, “What’s 
Next?” The group on January 6 was full of ideas, con-
cerns, and questions about religious education and spir-
itual development programming at First Parish. (If you 
did not attend the discussion, or you want to see a re-
port of the discussion, please contact me or the church 
office for a copy.) As we transition to having a Lifespan 
RE Committee next year, these ideas will be great places 
to start the conversation about future programs.  
 

One aspect of the discussion we did not have time to 
pursue was the question of whether the current model 
of programming works for families today. Every year, the 
RE committees struggle to find enough volunteers, with 
some individuals bearing the majority of the responsibil-
ity for teaching and leadership. We scramble weekly to 
work around sports and arts schedules, and to find ways 
to reach out to families who have less and less time be a 
family together. 
 

As I said in my sermon, we cannot change things for our 
children without changing things for our adults. Our cur-
rent model has our children on most Sundays leaving the 
sanctuary for classes. This requires many adults to also 

leave the sanctuary 
– and the service – 
to cover the teach-
ing responsibilities. 
In other words, we 
are asking adults to 
choose between 
adult church and 
their own spiritual 
development, and 
the spiritual devel-

opment of our children. Another concern raised was the 
current model of programming for adults, which is 
offered almost exclusively on weekday evenings. This 
time slot is challenging for adults with children, who are 
working around bedtime routine and homework and 
sports, and also for many in our community who prefer 
not to drive at night, especially in the winter. 

 

It is not for me to tell First Parish how to model their 
programming. Yet, it has been suggested that you all 

might enjoy some ideas to consider as we all think about 
the future of programming of First Parish.  
 

And so …  
 

What if children were in the worship service (that would 
look like what you are accustomed to) starting at 10:00 
up until the sermon? And then prior to the sermon, de-
parted to the Parish House for a children’s message/
sermon? After which we all went to social hour together 
at 11:00? 

 

But what about RE classes? One option would be for RE 
classes for everyone (children, youth, adults) to start at 
11:15 and run until 12:15. And for those who wished, 
social hour would continue. 
 

Or what if instead of weekly RE classes, we had once-
monthly “Family Faith Formation” afternoons where we 
had classes for families as well as adult offerings and 
opportunities for the children to have time with their 
peers, with opportunities to all sit around a table and 
share a meal together? 

 

What if instead of spending our volunteer hours and 
your professionals’ staff time preparing for half a dozen 
classrooms of different curriculum for 60 minutes every 
week … we were focusing those hours and time on 
transformative work in service to the greater Wayland 
community, in worship and fellowship together, in study 
together, seeking out new ways to live as Unitarian Uni-
versalists every day of the week? 
 
I am honored to serve First Parish in Wayland. I am con-
tinually encouraged by your commitment to Unitarian 
Universalist values. I am very much looking forward to 
the years ahead, and how I can serve you and work with 
you and your future settled minister in building a multi-
generational faith community that is vibrant, growing 
and works for families in the 21st century. 
 
Please call me, email me, and come see me. I have tea 
and chocolate and coffee in my office all the time, and I 
like to share. 

Blessings,      

Lisa Maria 

Musings from Lisa Maria 
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Construction Notes 
 
We are in full swing on the design of the construction 

project for the new connector. It was great to share the 

most recent plans with everyone at the campaign cele-

bration. We all appreciated the interest and excitement 

people showed for the project that day. 

In January, our architects have been focused on prepar-

ing all the supporting materials for our applications to 

the Wayland Historic District Commission and the Mass 

Architectural Access Board (AAB.) The Commission has 

jurisdiction over the exterior appearance of the con-

nector, and the AAB will look at our plans to provide 

accessibility for almost all of our spaces – while granting 

exemptions (we hope) for areas that are too historic or 

too expensive to change. We hope to receive approval 

from both of these regulators late in February. 

Throughout February we will be advancing the construc-

tion drawings, getting ready to send them out for bids in 

March. We are still hoping to begin construction in the 

second half of April, and to be able to move back into 

the buildings the first week in September. 

Our committee is now meeting every other week – or 

more often when needed. We are happy to welcome 

four new full participants (Enrique de los Reyes, Mary 

Trageser, Sandy Hoyt and Lisa Maria Steinberg) and two 

new ‘consulting’ members (Bill Kenney and Lea Ander-

son.) They join Bill Morrison, John Thompson, Lynn 

Trimby, Ross Trimby, and Susie Keyes. We look forward 

to keeping everyone posted on our progress.  

 

Have a Cup of Tea or Coffee  

with the RE Teachers   
 
Last fall I had the privilege of teaching the “Riddle and 
Mystery” curriculum to our 6th graders to examine 

life's big questions. It was a won-
derful experience and I learned a 
lot teaching this amazing group. 
Our 6th graders are bright, crea-
tive, thoughtful, funny, fun to be 
with, and very insightful. A Unitari-
an's dream class, they express an 
amazing diversity of perspective, 
opinions, and beliefs, and the level 
of respect they have for one an-

other's beliefs is impressive. 

Together we examined Big Questions such as: 

 Where do we come from? 
 Where are we going? 

 Is there a god? 
 Who are we?  And who are we as Unitarians? Peo-

ple who believe in taking action, who know that 

behavior matters, and who believe in the im-
portance of the search for answers and lifelong 
learning. 

 

In our most recent class we pondered the question of 
what happens after you die. One of our 6th graders 
posed this question to his peers: “Do you believe that 
someone can change the world after they have died?”  

The consensus in class was Yes! – the way you live your 
life is important, actions matter, the butterfly effect is 
real. And yes, you can change the world long after you 
are gone. Our 6th graders!  

I can say that the more I put into teaching the more I 
have gotten out of it. So I issue an invitation to you: 
Change the world. Sign up to teach.  

The RE committee now provides coffee, tea, and fellow-
ship for our teachers on Sundays before class in the 
Stokey Library. Come chat with a teacher. Lend your 
support and learn what the Sunday School program has 
to offer you. 

Kathy Genovese Co-Chair, ERE Committee 

Our kids: Great in every grade 

A sketch of the “connector” 
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“The Epic of Gilgamesh” is a Sumerian tale composed 
sometime in the 7th century BCE. It is the story of Gil-
gamesh the King and Hero of Uruk (in modern day 
Iraq) and his friend Enkidu. I have long been a fan of 
this story as it is one of the oldest surviving pieces of 
literature in the world and it provides a fascinating 
insight into the thoughts and behaviors of the people 
of the Fertile Crescent. These people, the Sumerians, 
Assyrians, Babylonians, Hittites, and so forth, have had 
a profound effect on Western culture throughout his-
tory but are largely unknown in our modern world. 
Exploring their literature provides a unique and com-
pelling window into the world of a people long gone 
but whose lives were not so different from our own. 

 

The story of Gilgamesh touches on some 
of the most universal themes of human 
existence: friendship and grief, the rela-
tionship between humanity and the di-
vine, the finality of death and human 
legacy, and more. It is a touching, chal-
lenging, and fascinating story that pro-
vides both a glimpse into how early-
Mesopotamian cultures viewed the 
world but also how thousands of years 
later many of their concerns are the 
same as our own. 
 

On March 21, 28, and April 4 at 7:15 p.m. in Stokey 
Library I will be offering an Adult Education class on 
“The Epic of Gilgamesh” so that we can explore this 
subject together. To get the most out of the class I 
very strongly recommend you acquire a copy of the 
text which can be found readily in libraries, 
bookstores, or online. Translations can vary somewhat 
so I suggest looking over any copy before choosing to 
make sure the language is accessible. A good, inexpen-
sive version that preserves the prose is the Penguin 
Classic translation by N. K. Sandars, which is available 
for $11 in most stores and frequently on sale for less 
online ($5 on Amazon at the time of composing this).  
 

I hope you will join us on this journey into the ancient 

Middle East to discover a new and fascinating culture. 
 

 

GILGAMESH 

Thoughts from our Intern, Daryl 

Ushers for February 
 

Here are our ushers and greeters for February. 
 

February 3:  Andrea & Doug Case, Ted Barnes &  
  Pat Collins 

February 10:  Brad Carver & Helen Tramposch, Anne 
  & Enrique de los Reyes 

February 17:  Betsy & Larry Athan, Jack & Joanna  
  Dresser 

February 24:  Jenny & Joel Silberman, Peggy Duggan 
  & Joe Karbowski 
 

Thank you for being there for us! If you can’t be there 
after all, please arrange for a substitute or swap dates 
with another usher. 

Intern Committee Update 
 

The Intern Committee has completed its mid-term 
evaluation with Daryl Bridges, now that he is halfway 
through his learning year with us. In four more months 
Daryl will finish his internship here and be preparing to 
meet with the UUA Ministerial Fellowship Committee 
as a step toward preliminary fellowship. The Intern 
Committee would like to remind everyone that we are 
always interested to hear any suggestions, comments, 
or ideas that you would like us to discuss with Daryl. 
We are: Ann Ross, Andy Meyer, Clare Lewis, Sandy 
Hoyt, Susie Keyes, and Ronnie Swain. 

Welcoming Congregation Update 
 

A group of us will be attending the play “Reflections of 
a Rock Lobster” at the Boston Children’s Theater on 
March 10. Our bus (free!) leaves First Parish at 12:45 
p.m. and the performance starts at 2. The play, which 
is targeted to both youth and adults, is about a gay 
student who wants to take his boyfriend to his high 
school prom. We will have the opportunity for a ‘talk 
back’ session with the actors, and we’ll have pizza and 
beverages back at First Parish. Please join 
us. The discounted tickets are gone, but 
contact the box office for general availa-
bility and come along on the bus with us! 
 

It’s been a wonderful 16
th
 anniversary month for the 

Welcoming Congregation Committee. New members 

are always welcome; contact Suzanne Tiberii or  

Barbara Pedulla. 
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A Look into the Archives 
 

66 Years Ago: Rockwood Sprinkler Co.  
 
In 1947 the Parish Committee voted to borrow $5,000 
($52,000 in today’s dollars) to install a sprinkler system 
in the Meetinghouse. The record of that decision is one 
of the many wonderful gems of recorded church history 
curated by the Archives Committee. 
 

The system selected in 1947 was a “dry” type sprinkler. 
The piping and heads you see in the building are filled 
with pressurized air. When exposed to heat, a fusible 
link in the sprinkler head melts, allowing the pressur-
ized air to escape. Sensing the rapid pressure drop, a 
valve in the basement releases water into the system 
and to the sprinkler head(s) exposed to heat and flame. 
The use of a dry system allowed pipes to be installed in 
areas that freeze without damage. Next time you walk 
up to the church note the sprinkler head you can see 
above the bell in the steeple–just one of the many 
heads that are exposed to the winter cold.  
 

For more pictures, and for information about how this 
system will especially pay off in the coming year, visit 
the First Parish website.   
 
Facts about our buildings, the size of our parish, annual 
budgets, heated debates, purchase of hymnals, and 
many more fascinating items are awaiting discovery. 
The Archives Committee welcomes your interest. 

 

1947 

Mystery Friends Returns! 
 

A favorite of young and old alike at First Parish re-
turns … Mystery Friends! This year’s sign-up will run 
from Sunday, February 3, through Sunday, February 
10. High School Youth who may want to be a friend 
to a young child are welcome to sign up. High School 
Youth may choose instead to sign up to have an adult 
friend. All who sign up must be available to attend 
the Mystery Friends Breakfast on March 24 at 9 p.m. 
 

New to Mystery Friends? Every year, children and 
adults (and some youth) sign up to participate in this 
generation-crossing activity. After signing up, adults 
are notified of their young mystery friend’s name, 
age, gender, and address. Parents of the child are 
also notified who their child’s mystery friend is.  
 

Over the weeks between mid-February and March 
24, we ask the adults to send letters or postcards to 
their young friend, telling about their interests, hob-
bies, families, pets, special talents and other fun stuff 
a young person might enjoy hearing about. We ask 
that no gifts of any significance be sent, but giving 
clues as to who you might be is encouraged, especial-
ly in your last letter prior to the breakfast, when you 
might wear a particular hat or tie or piece of jewelry 
to help your young friend identify you.  On March 24, 
at the breakfast, the friends meet for the first time 
and share breakfast together. 
 

 If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Maria 
or a member of the ERE Committee. 

Hey, 

Kids! 

Sign up 

for  

Mystery 

Friends! 

FEBRUARY 2013                                               THE  WAYLAND UNITARIAN                                  PAGE  8 

http://www.uuwayland.org/?p=1121
http://www.uuwayland.org/?p=1121


Faith in Action in the Community 

UUSC News 
 

Check out what’s going on at the Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee.  
 

The UUSC Coffee Project. The UUSC Coffee Project 
offers a variety of fairly-traded, organic coffees and 
chocolate products, roasted and distributed by Massa-
chusetts-based Equal Exchange, to support small-scale 
growers and their cooperatives in far-off places. Equal 
Exchange is a cooperative itself; it offers small farmers 
a fair price for their beans as well as training and sup-
port to growers and their communities. You can help 
by purchasing Equal Exchange goods at First Parish; 
every time you do, you add a little more to the 
grower’s share of profits. It makes a difference to the 
small growers and it sends a message to the USA food 
industry about what’s important to us. First Parish is 
among the top denominational participants in sales. 
Let’s keep up this far-reaching effort in 2013. Please 
stop by our table in the Vestry after services -- we’re 
there every two weeks!  
 

February 10. Just in time for Valentine’s Day, we will 
be featuring our chocolate items for all the sweet-
hearts in your life – minis, bars, and cocoa -- with free 
valentines and gift wrappings for the asking. Want to 
perk up your valentines even more? Just add a pound 
or two of Love Buzz or French Roast coffee to your gift 
package, and smile!  
 

Guests at Your Table. Over the holidays we gave out 
boxes to parishioners featuring just four of the people 
benefiting from UUSC’s many domestic and interna-
tional outreach programs. The pictures of these people 
– the “guests at your table” – were intended to encour-
age conversation or thoughts about sharing our good 
fortune with them, while providing a simple way to 
support UUSC efforts on their behalf. Donations could 
also be used to become a member in UUSC. We would 
like to thank those who generously contributed to 
UUSC through the Guests at Your Table project. Your 
donations and memberships are greatly appreciated 
and will go for good purposes. Visit the UUSC website 
to see how.  
 

First Parish UUSC Co-chairs: Bobby Robinson and  
Sylvia Dickens 

An Update on Family Promise  
 

First Parish last hosted Family Promise families in July 
2012 (Family Promise is the new name for the old 
Interfaith Hospitality Network). Here's an update of 
those families, provided at the January 15 Coordina-
tors' Meeting in Natick. 
 

 LaDawn and Matthew (7) moved into their own 
apartment just before Christmas. 

 Joana, Yaiki, and Kayden continue to participate 
in Family Promise's transitional housing program. 

 Mallory, Tayviana (6), and Kayden (4) have been 
with Family Promise for 6 months. Mallory's 
school shut down and she is working to find alter-
native schooling. 

 Two more families have joined the group. 
 60 families remain on the waiting list.   
 

Our congregation is not scheduled to host families in 
2013, but 16 other congregations in the MetroWest 
area are providing overnight hosting. Opportunities 
exist for helping other parishes in our local area dur-
ing our year of construction and transition. 
 

Please check the Social Action bulletin 
board in the Vestry for Family Promise 
news and for event information on a 
variety of other homelessness and 
housing advocacy programs. 
 

Lois Doerr for the Social Action Council 

Join us Thursday, February 7, at 7 

p.m. for the last event in our Healthy 

Living Series, when we welcome Whole 

Foods to speak about Food Health. If 

you would like to attend, 

please RSVP to Libby 

Schap, our Community 

Life Facilitator.  
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Join us for a discussion with two Slifka-Malkin Scholars 

– one Jewish, one Arab, both Israelis – as they discuss the 

Brandeis University program that brought them together 

to peacefully coexist in study. Ashraf Hussein and Chen 

Arad will give their perspectives as an Arab and a Jew 

growing up in Israel and living side by side at a time of 

unsettling discord. What is it like growing up in Israel? Is 

coexistence between Arabs and Jews possible? How has 

their thinking developed as they have studied here in 

Massachusetts? Please note that this Walden Forum will 

be held in the Wayland High School Auditorium on 

Thursday, February 7, beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

The Slifka-Malkin Scholarship program has been bring-

ing Arab and Jewish Israelis together since 1996 to study 

at Brandeis and foster greater tolerance and understanding 

between Arab and Jewish communities. Students are se-

lected not only for their academic achievements but for 

their demonstrated commitment to coexistence efforts in 

Israel.  

Ashraf Hussein majored in Economics and Business as 

an undergraduate, and minored in Peace and Conflict 

studies. He has worked in 

several firms gaining ex-

perience in investment 

management, global mar-

kets, economic develop-

ment, and micro-finance. 

He is currently pursuing his master’s 

degree at Brandeis International Busi-

ness School. He hopes to return to 

Israel to work in the finance sector, 

facilitating cooperation between Arabs 

and Israelis through business.  

Chen Arad, a sophomore at Brandeis 

University, spent two years at the 

Pearson United World College in 

Western Canada and has worked as a 

fundraising coordinator for the Israel 

Cancer Association. He served for 

three years as a Foreign Press 

Spokesman in the Israel Defense 

Forces Spokesperson Unit, and later 

as a news editor. At Brandeis, he co-

founded a group dedicated to bring-

ing better conversations about Israel 

to US campuses.  

The Walden Forum is a free public series that brings people to-

gether to talk, listen, and learn from one another in a civil envi-

ronment. It fosters discussion about important ethical, religious, 

political, scientific, social and other topics in a live forum setting. 

Featuring world-class speakers on great topics throughout the 

year, the Walden Forum is a non-religious community program 

supported by First Parish in Wayland and others. 

 

A Conversation with Two Young Israelis — one Jewish, one Palestinian —  

on Whether Peace Is Possible in the Middle East 
 

Thursday, February 7, 7:30 p.m., Wayland High School 

Ashraf Hussein 

Chen Arad 

Annual Homelessness Forum in March 
 

First Parish is once again a supporter of the annual In-
terfaith Homelessness Forum to be held at First Parish in 
Concord from 3-5 pm on Sunday, March 3. This year's 
title is “The Adverse Effects of Housing Insecurity on 
Children’s Health, Mental Health, and Overall Develop-
ment.” 

 

Did you know: 

 There are only 50,000 units 
of affordable housing in Massa-
chusetts but 200,000 families 
whose incomes qualify them for 
assistance. 

 Between 2008 and 2012, the number of Massachu-
setts families living in motels and shelters paid for 
by the state increased 43%, with the numbers in 
motels increasing by 145%.  

 The barrage of stressful and traumatic experiences 
on homeless children has profound long-term 
effects on brain development and the ability to 
learn. 

 Many shelters deny teenage boys the opportunity 
to join their families in family shelters 

 

Come join the discussion on March 3, or find out more 
about the program here. 
 
 

Lois Doerr for the Social Action Council 
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THE FIRST PARISH IN  

WAYLAND 
 

PO Box 397 
Wayland MA 01778 

 

Phone: 508-358-6133 
Fax: 508-358-9179 

Email: office@uuwayland.org   
 

We’re on the Web 
 

www.uuwayland.org  

 

For an up-to-date listing of First Parish events, 
please visit our online calendar. 

Non-Profit Org. 
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A Late Addition: Organ Recitals 
 

Polly Oliver reports she’s been asked to do a short series of recitals on our 

current organ, the Rieger pipe organ, before our new organ is installed. The 

first concert will be on February 24 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
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And Another: 5 Wishes Workshop 
 

Maddie Sifantus will lead a “5 Wishes” workshop on Monday, February 25, 

beginning at 7:15 p.m. in Stokey Library. The 5 Wishes program is an oppor-

tunity for adults of all ages to consider quality-of-life-questions through  

aging and end of life. It is a valuable and kind gift to your loved  ones.  

mailto:office@uuwayland.org
http://www.uuwayland.org
http://www.uuwayland.org/cgi/calendar.cgi
http://www.agingwithdignity.org/five-wishes.php

